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Class analysis of voting on 2 December 2007, 23 November 2008 and 15 February 2009 shows three-million chavista-base voters abstained on 2D.  In 23N regional elections, worker and poor abstentionism dropped; however, their votos castigos gave the opposition control of the two largest cities, 45% of the population on the gubernatorial level and even Latin America’s largest barrio, Petare.  Reacting, President Chávez held15F for unlimited presidential re-elections, moved against direct election of governors and mayors, disqualified hundreds of opposition and former-chavista candidates, and instituted chavista-weighted ‘lists’ for national assembly elections.  
These electoral losses reflected failures in signature chavista social programs, chronically high inflation and crime, and unprecedentedly severe crises in nationalized oil, electrical, health and other sectors.  The Venezuelan state had long suffered from incapacity and clientelist logic; yet, chavismo neither built a competent civil service or political party of the revolution to provide competent leadership.  Like governments before, its star rose and fell with the price of oil.
European and N. American progressives correctly recognized the popular character of the Venezuelan objective movement but were wrongly/romantically drawn to semi-anarchic constant “popular mobilization” without organized vanguards or intelligentsia—hoping to realize their post-modern “Multitude” model of social revolution under a charismatic “anti-imperialist”, later “socialist” reincarnation of the traditional populist-caudillo rhetorician (Edited for clarity, 9May10, TO’D).    
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