1/24/2011

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

Advanced Search: Detroit Business»

Detroit and Southeast Michigan's premier business news and information website
Home

This Week's Issue

News

Crain's Awards

Features

Lists/Resources

Columns

Blogs

Events

Video

Welcome Steven! JOIN THE NEW COMMUNITY! | LOG OUT | Detroit Jobs | Free E-Mail Signup | Subscriber Service | Mobile | Contacts | Advertise | Classifieds
January 23, 2011 8:00 PM

Skerlos' path to success is problem-solving
By Tom Henderson
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Innovation opportunity has knocked twice for engineer entrepreneur Steven Skerlos.
Ann Arbor-based Accuri Cytometers Inc. has become something of a poster child for how to spin off
university research into real-world products with global reach.
The company was founded in 2004 by Skerlos, an associate professor of mechanical engineering at the
University of Michigan. Co-founder and CEO Jennifer Baird was able to raise $27 million over the next six
years as the company ramped up development and took its devices to market.
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Last January, Baird was replaced as CEO by Jeffrey Williams, who had been president and CEO at Ann Arborbased HandyLab Inc., another UM spinoff that was sold for $275 million in 2009. Baird joined another Ann
Arbor startup, Accio Energy Inc.
Ironically, Skerlos had no intention of founding a company making medical devices. As a graduate student in
the 1990s at the University of Illinois, founding a company was the last thing he had in mind.
He was working on a project to reduce contaminants in the oily water used to lubricate and cool the tools that
cut and drill metal on the factory floor. One of the major contaminants is bacteria, which thrives in water and
poses a threat to workers as water turns into airborne mist during machining.
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Skleros devised membranes he hoped would filter out much of the bacteria in the water, but to quantify how
well they were working he needed to use one of the university's cytometers, which were huge, multimilliondollar machines.
Those in charge of the cytometers told Skerlos there was no way they would let him run his polluted water
through their devices to measure bacteria, not with what they cost to buy and install.
"I thought there has to be a better way," he said.
So Skerlos devised a relatively low-cost laser-based fluorescent system for identifying and quantifying
bacteria in liquid, which eventually led to the formation of Accuri.
But Skerlos was still left with problems to solve. How could you improve the cooling and lubricating process in
factory cutting tools? How could you increase tool life by making the cooling liquid cooler? How could you
reduce both the polluted water and airborne mist?
By substituting cooled carbon dioxide for water, he thought.
A patent was filed and granted, and in 2010, Fusion Coolant Systems Inc. was formed.
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|

|

|

|

|

|

Like

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

1/6

1/24/2011

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

Add a comment

Submit

SUBSCRIBE T O CRA IN'S DET ROIT BUSINESS

If you enjoy the content on the Crain's Detroit Business Web site and want to see more, try 8 issues of our
print edition risk-free. If you wish to continue, you will receive 44 more issues (for a total of 52 in all),
including the annual Book of Lists for just $59. That's over 55% off the cover price. If you decide Crain's is
not for you, just write "Cancel" on the invoice, return it and owe nothing. The 8 issues are yours to keep with
no further obligation to us. Sign up below.
Name:
E-mail:
Company :
Address:
City:
Zip/Postal Code:

State:
Country :

Type the tw o w ords:

SUBMIT

Offer valid for new MI subscribers only. Non-MI subscribers - $79. All other Foreign - $127.

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

2/6

1/24/2011

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

Home

News

Subscript ion C e nt e r

La t e s t Ne ws

E-Ne ws le t t e rs

A dv e rt is ing/Ma rke t ing/Me dia

R SS

A ut o Supplie rs /Ma nuf a ct uring

F a ce book

Ba nking/F ina nce

Linke dIn

De f e ns e

Twit t e r

Economic De v e lopme nt /Economy

A dv e rt is e

Educa t ion/Tra ining/Workf orce

How t o Ge t Your Ne ws in
C ra in's

Ene rgy /Env ironme nt

Edit oria l C a le nda r

This Week's Issue
This W e e k's Is s ue

Ent re pre ne urs hip/Se cond St a ge
F ood/R e s t a ura nt s
Gov e rnme nt /Public
Policy /Polit ics

Get More

Lists/Resources

Lis t s

Lis t s

Book of Lis t s

Book of Lis t s

C a re e rWor ks

C a re e rWorks

De t roit J ob Boa r d

De t roit J ob Boa rd

R e a l Est a t e

Nonprof it J ob
Boa rd

Nonpr of it J ob Boa rd

R e t a il

A s k t he e x pe rt s

Se rv ice s

La t e s t St a f f Blogs

Events

Sport s /Ent e rt a inme nt

Vide o

Loca l Ev e nt s C a le nda r

He a lt h C a re /He a lt h C a re
Ex t ra
Hos pit a lit y /Tourism
Le ga l Is s ue s/La w
Nonprof it s /Phila nt hropy

A s k t he e x pe rt s

St a t e wide /Michiga n Bus ine s s

Submit Your Ev e nt s

Te chnology /Lif e Scie nce s /R &D

Upcoming C ra in's Ev e nt s

Tr a nsport a t ion

We e kly Is sue PDF s

© 2011 C ra in C ommunica t ions Inc.
Us e of e dit oria l cont e nt wit hout pe rmis s ion is s t rict ly prohibit e d. A ll right s R e s e rv e d
Priv a cy St a t e me nt | Dis cla ime r

Expand
next prev ious
Close
Prev ious
0/0
Next

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

3/6

1/24/2011

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

4/6

1/24/2011

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

5/6

1/24/2011

crainsdetroit.com/…/skerlos-path-to-su…

Skerlos' path to success is problem-sol…

6/6

