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––– News & Updates –––

Dr. Dennis C. Smith pur-
sued a career in chemistry  
and earned his PhD in 
1957 from the University of 
Manchester in England. From 
1952 to 1969, he was head 
of dental materials science at 
the University of Manchester 
before being recruited to the 
University of Toronto in 1969 
to become professor and head 

of biomaterials in the faculty of dentistry. Dr. Smith developed 
the program into one of the few truly international programs 
in biomaterials in the world. 

Dr. Smith’s accomplishments could fill a book. In addition 
to teaching and lecturing worldwide, he carried out extensive 
research in many areas of biomaterials. He is a brilliant scien-
tist rated by colleagues as one of the top biomaterials experts 
in the world. He was especially interested in bonding materials 
to biological tissues. He collaborated with Sir John Charnley in 
England on the development of acrylic cements for the fixa-
tion of hip prostheses. He was the inventor of polycarboxylate 
cements, which for the first time made it possible to bond 
materials chemically to tooth structure. 

Dr. Smith has published over 200 scientific papers and 
has authored or contributed chapters to at least 13 books. He 
has received nearly 20 national and international awards in 
recognition of his work, including honorary doctorate degrees 
from the Universities of Toronto, McGill, Dalhousie and 
Manchester. 

Aside from his scientific contributions, Dr. Smith’s impact 
on the biomaterials community is remarkable. He has been 
described as the “father” of biomaterials in Canada. Dr. Smith 
was the founding president of the Canadian Biomaterials 
Society established in 1971. In 1986 he became the founding 
director of the Centre for Biomaterials at the University of 
Toronto. Both organizations brought together biomaterials 
scientists from many university departments and hospitals, 
and promoted important links to scientists in other Canadian 
universities and beyond. 

He officially retired in 1993 but continued to have an active 
role in research and other biomaterials activity, most notably 
serving as chair of ISO/TC 106 in Dentistry. He is an inspiration 
and role model for new graduates to emulate from the date of 
graduation and onward into their careers.  

Dr. Philip Watson is a professor and head of the department of  
biomaterials, faculty of dentistry, University of Toronto. 

In February, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada, announced the 
appointment of 2 members of the Canadian dental profession to the Order of Canada, Dr. Dennis C. Smith, 
O.C., and Dr. David S. Precious, C.M. 
Dr. Smith is a world leader in the field of dental and medical materials and is the founding director of the Centre 

for Biomaterials at the University of Toronto. Dr. Smith received CDA’s Honorary Membership Award in 2006.
Dr. Precious is dean and professor of oral and maxillofacial surgery at the faculty of dentistry at Dalhousie 

University. A leader in the treatment of cleft lip and palate, Dr. Precious also serves as a JCDA editorial 
consultant. 

The Order of Canada was established in 1967 to recognize a lifetime of outstanding achievement, dedication 
to the community and service to the nation. The Order of Canada is the country’s highest honour for a citizen; its 
motto is Desiderantes meliorem patriam (“They desire a better country”).

JCDA asked a colleague of each recipient to comment on this significant honour. 
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