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Dr. Gerald Charbeneau (1925-2012)

Ann Arbor, MI — July 3, 2012 — Dr. Gerald Charbeneau, who chaired the School of Dentistry’s 
Department of Operative Dentistry from 1969 to 1986, died July 2.  He was 86 years old.

Dr. Charbeneau earned his dental degree from the U-M School of Dentistry in 1948 and received a 
master’s degree in pediatric dentistry in 1949.  That year he also went into part-time general practice 
and taught part time at the School of Dentistry.  He served in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War 
from 1952 to 1954, teaching at the School of Aviation Medicine in Montgomery, Alabama.  When he 
returned to Ann Arbor, he gave up his part-time practice and joined the School of Dentistry as a full-
time faculty member. 

During his nearly four decade teaching career at the School of Dentistry, Dr. Charbeneau developed 
standards and criteria for evaluating dental materials and procedures, particularly in regard to pit and 
fissure sealants, dental amalgam, and a variety of other restorative materials.  He was senior author 
and edited a widely used textbook, Principles and Practice of Operative Dentistry, and also was a 
contributor to the first six editions of Restorative Dental Materials.

In 1989, Dr. Charbeneau was awarded the Hollenbeck Memorial Prize by the Academy of Operative 
Dentistry for his substantial contributions to the advancement of restorative dentistry.

In addition to serving on numerous School and U-M committees, he was vice chair of the ADA’s Council on Dental Materials, 
Instruments, and Equipment (1977-1980) and served as vice chair of the American National Standards Institute Committee (1982-
1987).

A memorial service is scheduled Wednesday, July 18, at 2 p.m. at the Westside United Methodist Church, 900 S. Seventh St., in Ann 
Arbor.

The University of Michigan School of Dentistry is one of the nation’s leading dental schools engaged in oral health care education, research, patient care, and 
community service. General dental care clinics and specialty clinics providing advanced treatment enable the School to offer dental services and programs to 
patients throughout Michigan. Classroom and clinic instruction prepare future dentists, dental specialists, and dental hygienists for practice in private offices, 
hospitals, academia, and public agencies. Research seeks to discover and apply new knowledge that can help patients worldwide. For more information about 
the School of Dentistry, visit us on the Web at: www.dent.umich.edu.

Page 1 of 1Dr. Gerald Charbeneau (1925-2012) | University of Michigan School of Dentistry

10/30/2012http://www.dent.umich.edu/news/2012/july/dr-gerald-charbeneau-1925-2012


