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nuclear weapons program from U.N.
weapons inspectors and could have
provided those weapons to terrorists.
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No banned weapons were found after U.S. |
troops deposed Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein's government, though U.S. inspectors
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said Iraq was concealing some weapons-
related research from the United Nations.

Nevertheless, Cheney said he was
"absolutely convinced we did the right thing
in Irag." He said the United States was
making "major progress" in Iraq, where a
transitional government took power in April
and was working on drafting a new
constitution.

"America will be safer in the long run when
Irag, and Afghanistan as well, are no
longer safe havens for terrorists or places
where people can gather and plan and
organize attacks against the United
States," he said.
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campaign against U.S. troops and the fledgling Iragi government has lasted more than
two years. The number of U.S. troops killed in the conflict now tops 1,650, and
estimates of the number of Iragi deaths range into the tens of thousands.

Since the conflict, the Jordanian-born Islamic militant al-Zarqawi has been blamed for
dozens of bombings that have left hundreds of people dead. Reports emerged last
week that he had been wounded in combat -- but in an audiotaped statement released
Monday on militant Islamic Web sites, a man claiming to be al-Zarqawi said the injury

was minor. (Full story)
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