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Name___________________

Date_______________

Hour_______________


Humans have picked out landmarks in the sky and mapped the heavens for thousands of years.  Maps of the sky helped people navigate, measure time and track celestial events.  Now astronomers methodically map the sky to produce a universal format for the addresses of stars, galaxies and other objects of interest.


Some of the stars in the sky are brighter and more noticeable than others are, and some of these bright stars appear to the eye to be grouped together.  Ancient civilizations imagined that groups of stars represented figures in the sky.  The oldest known representations of these groups of stars, called constellations, are from ancient Sumer(now Iraq) from about 4000 BC.  The constellations recorded by ancient Greeks and Chinese resemble the Sumerian constellations.  The northern hemisphere constellations that astronomers recognize today are based on the Greek constellations.  Explorers and astronomers developed and recorded the official constellations of the southern hemisphere in the 16th and 17th centuries.  The International Astronomical Union (IAU) officially recognizes 88 constellations.  The IAU defined the boundaries of each constellation, so the 88 constellations divide the sky without overlapping.


A familiar group of stars in the northern hemisphere is called the Big Dipper.  The Big Dipper is actually part of an official constellation – Ursa Major, or the Great Bear.  Both constellations and groups of stars that are not official constellations such as the Big Dipper are called asterisms.  Asterisms appear in approximately the same part of the sky, but they can vary greatly in their distance from the Earth.  The stars making up these groups do not necessarily really occur close to each other in space; they merely appear together as seen from Earth.  The patterns of the constellations are figments of humans’ imagination, and different artists may connect the stars of a constellation in different ways, even when illustrating the same myth.

YOUR MISSION IS TO:

(Use the following grouping of stars to make your own asterism.  (Create a name for your asterism.  

(Finally, you need to write a 1-page myth that goes along with it.  (Alternatively, you may create two and only write a half-page myth for each.)

