LOCALIZATION
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PREMISE – This seminar takes as a given that high-consuming, growth-dependent societies soon will:

· be operating on dramatically  less energy and material;
· need to make a rapid transition;
· be less affluent, but have much higher levels of well-being.

The energy descent may be more than 80% this century, a shift without precedent. While the seminar provides evidence for this descent premise, it does not dwell on it. 
FOCUS – It presumes that now is the time to envision adaptations, debate alternatives, and plan our response. The seminar focuses on: 
1) What localization is	(it is already happening, often hidden in plain sight)
2) What it can be  	(a welcome challenge or a dire struggle)
3) What it should be  	(e.g., peaceful, democratic, just, joyful, resilient)

PROCEDURES – Seminar members generate weekly principles of positive localization. They read work on energy descent, decentralism, place-based enterprise, food systems, community, built environment, complexity, governance and more. 
[image: ]Students create small, practical projects and assess an existing plan for the transition. Throughout, the seminar envisions change toward a positive future. The seminar text is:
De Young, R. & T. Princen (2012)
    The Localization Reader: Adapting
     to the Coming Downshift. The MIT 
     Press: Cambridge, MA: 
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