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Sunlight Through the Window:

Natural Light and the Figure

Light is the very heart of photography. This is no surprise. In a studio setting
the photographer can control light. In other situations, the light you have is
what you work with. In figurative work, the most common natural light situation
is sunlight through a window. Depending on time of day, compass direction
and the nature of the room, sunlight can be bold and stark, or suprisingly
delicate-sometimes in the same image.



Laura, 1990

Despite the simplification
of the face by shadow,
facial expression is
preserved.

The shape of shadows is one of our best clues to
the form we are seeing. What we lose in terms of
textural subtlety and tonal gradation is made up by
an enhanced perception of curve and volume.

Direct sunlight just grazing
a surface can exaggerate its
texture manyfold.

In most situations, direct sunlight results in levels of contrast ordinarily deemed
unacceptable. This image violates that principle. I'd like to think that it conveys the feeling
of basking in the sunlight.
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