Exercise 5: Lags

1. Using the autism_socialization dataset, create a new variable that is the VSAE score for each child on their previous visit, using the lag function. Check your work by printing out the values for the first 30 observations. Be sure you haven’t included a VSAE value from another child in any child’s data.

2. In the same data step create another variable that is the age of the child at their previous visit (use AGEAUTO, which is actually age in months). Again, check your work.

3. Calculate the change score in VSAE from the previous visit to the current visit, and divide that by the change in age (in years) to get the rate of change in VSAE per year at each visit. 

4. What was the average rate of change in VSAE score for Cohorts 3, 5, 9, and 13? Does the average rate of change appear to be changing over the cohorts? Is it accelerating?

