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FROM THE EDITOR

The two articles in this issue, while a bit longer than usual, are
of such merit that the length restrictions were relaxed a bit. I
hope that others who collect Persian materials within the scope of
Sepehri's bibliography will contribute their findings in the future
and that Straley or others will take her findings regarding the
"real life" of a Middle East Studies librarian one, if not several,
steps further. Please continue to send in your articles, reseac-ch,
thoughts, inspirations, activities, gifts or exchanges, and
electronic addresses -- MELA notes will be all the more interesting
to read when it appears 1n your mailbox!

Due to technical difficulties, the Roster of Members will appear
in the Winter 1989 issue.

Contributions

Due to space limitations, articles should be not longer than 7
double-spaced pages, although longer works will be considered. Book
reviews of reference works should be no leonger than 500-700 words.
All contributions should be complete and ready for publication in
a standard format, with footnotes clearly indicated. Contributions
in WordPerfect can be sent on a 5-1/4" floppy diskette.

MELA notes 1s issued three times a year (Winter, Spring, and Fall).
Contributions should be received by January for the Winter issue,
April for the Spring issue, and August for the Fall 1issue. Please
be sure to send all meeting notices well in advance so that members
can be informed in a timely fashion.
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1988 MELA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The 1988 annual MELA conference will be held in Los Angeles,
California, on 2 November 1988, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the
UCLA Faculty Center, California Room (not at the MESA conference
hotel, which is the Beverly Hilton Hotel). MELA members and program
participants will be the 1luncheon guests of the University of
California, in the Sequoia Room of the Faculty Center.

Tentative schedule:

8:30 am Opening: Welcome and announcements

8:40 am S. Moosavi: Islamic and Middle East-related manuscripts
at the University of Texas at Austin

9:00 am A. Gardner: Bibliography on the Iran-Iraq War

9:20 am E. Zak: Romanization of Central Asian Arabic script
title pages in the Soviet Minorities Collection of
Columbia University

9:40 am D. Straley and A. Zipin: Increasing productivity and
public satisfaction with Middle East and Judaica library
services through use of a PC

10:10 am P. Roberts: The lone bibliographer at her PC

10:40-11:00 am Break

11:00 am S. N. Manoogian: The LAPL fire and recovery efforts

11:30 am E. Metcalf and P. O'Brien: The Edwards Metcalf T.E
Lawrence collection and book collecting: the collector's
and the bibliographer's perspectives

12:30-2:00 pm LUNCH, SEQUOIA ROOM, UCLA FACULTY CENTER

2:00-5:00 pm Business meeting, California Room, UCLA Faculty

Center
About 7:00 pm No host dinner. Restaurant to be announced.

The 1989 annual meeting will be held in Toronto, Ontario, at the
Sheraton Centre Hotel.
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MEMP FALL MEETINGS

The Fall meetings of the MEMP Executive Committee and the MEMP
Committee have been announced. Both groups will meet on Tuesday,
1 November 1988, in Room 20 of the North Campus Commons on the UCLA
campus.

Executive Committee meets 10 a.m.-12 noon
Full Committee meets 2 - 4 p.m.

The North Campus Commons 1is within easy walking distance of
Westwood hotels, and it is a short bus ride from the Beverly Hilton
area.

A detailed agenda will be sent by David Partington, MEMP Executive
Committee chair.

For additional local information, call Dunning Wilson: 213-825-
4923.

MELCOM INTERNATIONAL

Ed Jajko reports that the official name of MELA's sister
organization in Great Britain, MELCOM, has been changed to MELCOM
International, to emphasize the international character of its
membership and interests. The next meeting will be in Durham,
England, in July 1989. MELCOM seeks to expand its membership; for
information, contact the MELCOM International president, Derek
Hopwood:

Ed attended the 1988 meeting, held in Paris, France, and will
discuss the conference during the MELA 1988 program.
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NEWS OF THE MEMBERS

Priscilla Roberts reports that she has received a short-term
research grant for 1988-89 from the American Institute of Maghrebi
Studies to travel to Tangier to inventory the various collections
of the Tangier American Legation Museum (TALM) and to organize them
into a research library. The immediate goal of the Tangier
American Legation Museum Society, the non-profit, Washington-based
organization that runs the museum and library, is to make its
holdings more accessible to researchers and scholars. Her research
in Tangier will provide the input for a TALM database on Morocco
in Western languages and, of more immediate use to researchers,
computer-generated author, subject and title catalogs.

ELECTRONIC ADDRESSES
Name Network Address ID

Cecile Panzer BITNET HUJIVMI WSRCP
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CONTEMPORARY NON-SERIAL PERSIAN PUBLISHING IN EXILE

The present profile of Persian book publishing outside Iran needs
to be analyzed 1n the context of changes that have occurred within
the Iranian exile communities since the Islamic Revolution of
1979. Before the Revolution, Iranians abroad could be divided into
three general groups: political emigres who had left Iran after the
1953 coup d'etat, which overthrew Musaddiq and reinstated the Shah;
students, of whose ranks the politically active were organized into
the Confederation of Iranian Students Abrocad, with many staying
even after completing their studles; and businessmen and
pensioners. The student group constituted the largest number of
Iranians overseas, and was the body most interested i1n books. As
a majorlty of these students came from fairly well-to-do families,
they did not have much diffaiculty 1n obtaining Persian books from
Iran. What was published outside Iran was mainly in the form of
opposition literature consisting of political tracts and pamphlets.
Translations of Moscow- or Peking-based political literature were
published by several Iranian publishing outfits 1ncluding
Intisharat-1 Kargar, Intisharat-1i Babak, Intisharat-1 Jangal, and
Intisharat-1 Hizb-1 Tudah-'1 Iran, and reproduced and distributed,
again mainly by students, among the exiled communities. Several
bibliographies compiled by Wolfgang Behn 1in Germany show the
breadth and depth of these publications.! Scholarly or semi-
scholarly books of this period are limited to the history of
Iranian workers' movements and minority 1ssues, with a few poetry
collections and novels, usually 1n criticism or negation of the
Pahlavi regime.

! Behn, Wolfgang H. The Iranian opposition in exile: an
annotated bibliography of publications from 1341/1962 to 1357/1979
with selective locations. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1979. 249 p.

. Islamic revolution or Revolutionary Islam in
Iran: a selected and annotated bibliography of political
publications from the overthrow of the Shah wuntil his death.
Berlin: Adiyok, 13%80. 119 p.

. Power and reaction 1in Iran: a supplement to
the bibliographies "The Iranian opposition in exile" and "Islamic

revolution gor Revolutionary Islam in Iran with brief annotations.
Berlin: Adiyok, 1%81. 116 p.

& W. M. Floor. Twenty years of Iranian power
struggle : a bibliography of 951 political periodicals from
1341/1962 to 136071981 with selective locations. Berlin: Adiyok,
1982. 159 p.

. "Epillogue: Iranian post-Pahlavi
publishing," 1in Bibliograhical guide to Iran. Ed. L.P. Elwell-
Sutton. Braghton: Harvester Press, 1983. Pp. 419-425.
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The Islamic Revolution changed the composition of the Iranian
emigre community 1n the following way. Immediately after the
Revolution, a large number of Iranians who opposed the Shah's rule
returned to their motherland, only to be replaced by an almost
equal number of others who had ties with the Pahlavi regime and
could not or did not want to live under the clerics. A number of
students who were receiving scholarships in the Pahlavi period ware
cut loose and forced out from Europe and the United States ir the
wake of the Islamic government's stringent educational scholarship
criteria and its i1deological requirements. In returning home they
were joined by other students who were merely excited by the
initial spurt of relaxation and democratization that ensued the
Shah's fall. Some of these returning students were replaced abroad
by another group of students, worried about the future of their
education 1in Iran, because of the internal chaos and uncertainty
that persisted for quite some time. Outgoing also was a band of
businessmen apprehensive about the Islamic government's economic
pronouncements, which hinted at possible naticnalization and
soclalism,. More significantly, there was a gradual increase 1n
the number of exiting Iranian intellectuals who  became
disillusioned with the Islamic regime once 1t began a policy of
oppression and heavy-handedness from around the second half of
1981, the difference between this group and the 1initial wave of
political non-student exlles being that the former aspired a return
to constitutional monarchy and had a fairly good financial status,
whereas the latter opposed a return to monarchy as well as the
Islamic government's dictatorial rule, and was not so well-off
financially. Many of the students and foreign graduates who had
returned to Iran right after the Revolution have also managed since
to sneak out in search of freedom and a better life for themselves
and their families. Finally, the Iragi-Iranian conflict has caused
a large number of young Iranians to seek refuge in foreign lands.
In summary, the present Iranian exile community, numbering
approximately one and one-half million, consists of a pro-Pahlavi
middle or upper class column; a large number of intelligentsia with
many Iranian writers, poets, educators, scholarsﬁ and artists among
them; students; and businessmen and pensioners.

As for the publishing scene outside Iran, the first two years after
1979 can be characterized as a period of writing and publishing by
the officials and leaders of the Pahlavi regime who fled Iran after
the Revolution. Their subjects centered around the economic, social
and political conditions of Iraqg under Pahlavi rule. The second
pericd begins with the establishment of censorship 1n Iran in 1981
when the new wave of emigres left the country. As the Islamic
regime became more entrenched and the hope of an early repatriation
for writers, poets, artists and intellectuals diminished, the need
for cultural activities and revival of traditional Iranian values

2 A more detalled description of the Iranian community 1in

exi1le has been given by Tagi Amini 1in: 'Nashr-1 kitab-1 Farsi dar
kharij az kishvar", Zaman-i naw, no. 11 (March 1986), p. 219-227.
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was felt more and more among these individuals. Consequently, a
number of titles in reprinted or original form appeared. The
composition of the current non-serial exile publishing in Persian
consists of political tracts and opposition literature, just as it
did during the Pahlavi period, produced by the Confederation of
Iranian Students Abroad, cCharik'ha-yi Fida'i-i1 Khalg, Sazman-1
Mujahidin-i Khalg-1 Iran, Guruh-1 Nihzat-1 Azadi-1 Iran, and the
like; and books published by 1individuals from among the
intelligentsia and by the TIranian cultural and research
institutions abroad. Dominant subjects are still hastory, politics,
sociology and economic conditions, although some works of poetry,
fiction, art, cooking, and music have also been published. It 1is
estimated that a total of 50-60 books having more than 50 pages and
falling outside the category of student publications, may have been
published outside Iran in each of the past five years.

The following 1s a bibliographic attempt to identify as many as
possible of such non-serial Persian titles published outside Iran
(especially i1n the U.S.A. and 1n Europe). Many of the publications
have been acquired and added to the Middle East Collection at the
University of Texas 1in Austin. Bibliographic information for
others was taken from periodicals, book announcements and catalogs.
The list excludes reproductions of Islamic publications that have
been done by Iranian students or Islamic institutions on a large
scale for distribution 1n the U.S.A. or Europe. Reprints are also
excluded to the extent that they could be determined from the
avarlable 1information. Many titles lacked complete or even
incomplete 1imprunt information, making 1t difficult to establish
whether they were published in Iran or outside. In such cases,
inferences have been drawn from the title or the text to determine
or guess the place of publication. The unknown dates have been
recorded as the 1980's. The Library of Congress transliteration
rules, currently used by research libraries, have been applied in
transcribing the titles.

It should be pointed out that, due to the wide scattering of
Iranian exile communities in forelgn lands, this survey does not
claim to be comprehensive. It 1s, rather, the modest beginning of
a cooperative effort to enlist the contribution and assistance of
Middle East bibliographers and librarians involved 1in Persian
acquisition and cataloging, through the MELA notes, so we can, as
closely as possible, keep track of Persian publishing in exile.
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PERSIAN MONOGRAPHS PUBLISHED OUTSIDE IRAN SINCE 1979

{Abbas'zadah, Ibrahim. Azadagan dar band: sayrl bar sharaylt i
1]t1ma'1 i zanan dar Amrika-yi Latin va nagsh-i anan dar mub3razit-
i ijtim&8'I. Anaheim, CA: Intish3arat-i GulsurkhiI, 1362 [1983] 230

P

fabd al-Rahmdn. HIch. Los Angeles: The Organization of Active
Constitutionalist Iranians, ([19827?)

. Islam va huqig-i bashar. Toronto: Sarbazan-i Iran, 1362
[1983] 86 p.

Qazavat. Los Angeles: The Organization of Active
Constitutionalist Iranians, [1982?] 235 p.

Saltanat va mas'ullyat. Toronto: Sarbazan-i Iran, 1361
[1983] 84 p.

Saltanat-i mardumi bi- inzimam-i g@nun-i asasi va mutammim-
i an. [Los Angeles: s.n.], 1359 {1980} 73 p.

Shahan-i Pahlavi va mashrutiIyat. Toronto: Sarb&dzan-i Iran,
1362 (1983] 80 p.

Afshar, Hangamah. Qiblahgah. Anaheim, CA: Pupli Print, 1982.

. TagdIm bih sT sdlagiyam: majmi‘tah-i shi'r. Mission Viejo,
CA: Shadow Copy and Printing, (198-] 110 p.

Ahanchiyan, Jaldl. Tarh-i sugut-i yak padishdh: khatirat-i Jalil
Ahanchiyan. Mill Vvalley, CA: [s.n.], 1982. 559 p.

AnmadI, Fariddn. Irsiyah-'i mddar buzurg. Koln: (s.n., 19867]
94 p.

Ahmadi, Ni'mat. Dargirf. (S.1.]: Chapkhdnah-i Arzhang, 1359
ti980] 84 p.
Akhavan-i TawhiIdi, Husayn. Dar pas-i pardah-i tazviIr. Paris:

[s.n.], 1364 [1986] 351 p.

'a1a' al-pin. Hikdyat ast nah shikayat: sih magdlah. (S.1l.: s.n.,
198-] 76 p.

A'1amI, Sshahn3z. 'Ugdahhd-yi zindigi. Bonn: Hafizverlag, 1362
{19831 57 p.

‘Alavi, Partaw. ‘'Aqayid va afk3r-i Khvajah: rahnama-yi mushkildt-
i divan-i Hafiz. Los Angeles: (s.n., 198-] 212 p.

Alburzi, sh. Musafir'namah. New York: Anjuman-i Mutdli'at-i Iradni,
1362 [1983]
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falizadah, Parvanah. _Khib nigah kunid rastaki ast: guzarish-i
zindan. Paris: Intisharat-i Khavaran, 1366 (1987] 68 p.

Amin, S.H. Afkar-i falsafi-i Mulla Sadrad. London: [s.n.], 1987.

Amini, Majid. Palangi kih shaghal ghurrid. Los Angeles:
Intisharat-i Mushavirat-i Afsanah, 1983. 190 p.

amIr shahi, Mahshid. Dar Hazr. London: Cushing-Mellog, 1987.
428 p.

Amnesty International. Iran, nagz-i huqug-i bashar: asnadiI kih
tavassut-i Afv-i Bayn al-Milal bar#-yi Dawlat-i Jumhtri-i IslamI-
i Iran irsal shudah ast. London: [s.n.], 1987.

Anjuman-i Danishjdyan-i Musalman-i Danishgfh-i Kar. Shinakht va
barrasi-i shiIvahha va gandnmandihd-yi  mubdrizah-i zidd-1i
ampiryalisti bi- 1n21m5m—1 siyasat-i jadid-i ampirydlizm. Long
Beach, CA: Anjuman,” 1359 [1980] 192 p.

'Anga, Sadig. Ghazaliyat. San Rafael, CA: Intisharat-i Maktab-i
Uvaysi Shah Magsudi, 1984. 127 p.

. PadIdahha-yi fikr. [S.l.): 1Intisharat-i Maktab-i Uvaysi
Shah Maqsddi, (198~?] 75 p.

. Payam-i dil. San Rafael, CA: Intish3r3t-i Maktab-i Uvaysi
Shah MagsGdi, [198~7]

Anva'-i ghazaha-yi Irani. London: Intisharat-i Barish, [198-7?]
217 p.

Arani, Taqi. ‘Irfan va usul-i maddI. ([S.l.: s.n., 198-] 59 p.
Aryiana, Bahram. A'In-i azadigdn. Paris: [s.n.], 1980.

Asadi'pur, Bizhan. Mu'arrifi'namah: Bizhan Asadi'pdr. Washington,
D.C.: Kanun-i Dustdaran-i Farhang-i Iran, 1366 ([1987] 58 p.

. Vagqayi-'i riizmarrah. New Orleans, LA: Kitdb-i Nimiinah,
1364 [1986] 60 p.

Ashraf, Princess of Iran. Chihrahhd'i dar dyinah: khatirat-i
Ashraf Pahlavi. Paris: [s.n.], 1983. 279 p.

. Taslim'napazir. Paris: [s.n.], 1362 [1983] 231 p.

ishtiyéni, Jalal al-Din. Mudiriyat nah pukﬁmat. Mission Viejo,
CA: Shadow Copy and Printing, 1980. 2 v. in 1.

. Zartusht: Mazdyasna va hukumat. Irvine, CA: Intisharat-i
Tran zamin, 1363 [1984] 446 p.
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'askarI, Mirza Aqd. Az sarzamin-i talkh. [S.l.: s.n., 198=] 140
p.

Az3d, TAzadah. Pidariyat-i ghasib: mansha‘'-i sitamkashidagI-i
mushtarak va vizhah-'i zanan. Montreal: ([s.n., 198-]

'AzIzI, Rahim. BarrasTha-yi tarikhi va maz’habi-i a'In-i Nawrizi.
West Germany: Navid, [198-] 147 p.

Baghat abad Ahmadabad. Los Angeles: The Organization of Active
Constitutionalist Iranians, [19890])

Bahd Ullah, 1817-1892. Kitab-i mustatab-i Igan / MIrza Husayn fAlY
Ndri "Baha? Allah". (Los Angeles: s.n., 198-?]1 138 p.

. Payam-i sulh. Ettelbruck, Luxembourg: Intish3rat-i Payam-
i DdstI, Guruh-i Misag, 1985. 168 p.

Bahgi piramun-i vilayat~i faqih / 2zIr-i nagzar-i shura-yi
nivfsandigan. New York: Intisharat-i Bunyad-i Mustaz'afan-i Irdn,
1981. 104 p.

Bakhtiyar, shapdir. SI va haft rliz pas az siI va haft s3l: chand
guftgl ba Duktur Shapir Bakhtiydr dar barah-i dawran-i
zimadmdariyash. Paris: Intishardt-i Radiyu Iran, 1361 [1982] 165
P

. YakrangI. Paris: Edition Albin Michel, 1982. 304 p.

Baluch, Akhirdad. Siyasat dar Balichistan. [Karachi?: s.n.], 1361
[1982] 122 p.

BanI $adr, Abu al-Hasan. Khiyanat bih umid. ([S.l.: s.n.], 1981.
505 p.

Bagayi Kirmani, Malakah. Shikastah balan: majmifah'i katah dar
barah~i zan-i Trani. Encino, CA: sShirkat-i Kitdb, 1984. 147 p.

Baga'i Kirmani, Muzaffar. Ankih guft nah: vasiyatnamah-i siyasT.
Franklin Lakes, NJ: Mansur Rafi‘zadah, 1984. 100 p.

Bashiri, Traj. Lalah-i siyah. Minneapolis: Sorayya Publishers,
1985. 109 p.

. Persian for beginners = Farsi bara-yi mubtadiyan.
Minneapolis: Burgess, 1981. 3 V.

. Persian syntax = Dar nahv-i zaban-i Farsi. Minneapolis:
Burgess, 1981. 202 p.

Bashiri, Siyavash. Azar, Azarbayigan. Paris: Intisharat-i Parang,
1361- [1982~ ) V.
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. DIvar-i All3h Akbar. Paris: Intisharat-i Parang, 1361-
[1982-) v.

. Khuda hafiz, Hafiz. London: Intishdrat-i Parang, 1984.
143 p.

. ?Gfin dar 57. [London?]: Intisharat~i Parang, 1360-
[1981-] v.

Batha'i, Muhammad. 2Zartusht avvalIn Payambar-i IranI va rahbar-i
jah3n~i ma'ni. Falls Church, VA: Intish@arat-i Ndr, 1980- v,

Batmanglij, Najmieh. Kitab-i ashpazi = Food for life. Washington,
D.C.: Mage Publishers, 1986. 245 p.

Batmangilich, Faridun. Ingilab-i @b dar darmanha-yi pizishki: 3ab
'amili bara-yi pishgiri dar darman-i bimariha-yi dushvar-i imruz.
London: Shirkat-i Ruyam, 1365 (1986] 304 p.

Bukhtirtash, Nusrat Allah. Tarikh-i parcham-i Iran. Koln:
Intishdrat-i Mihr, 1365 [{1986] 314 p.

Chand magalah dar barah-i millI shudan-i naft ve hukimat-i milli-
i Duktur Musaddig. [Parls] Jamifah-i Mutakha551sln va Farigh
al- Tahsllan-l Irani~-i Mugim-i Faransah, [198-] 166 p

Chariymaqi, Muchul. Iran Khanim dar mahkamah-i 'adl-i I13hI. Los
Angeles: Shirkat-i Intisharat-i Milli, 1980. 394 p.

Chihil sdl dar sangar-i mubdrizah / S&zman-i Havadaran-i leb i
Tddah-i Iran dar Ayaldt-i Muttahidah-i Amrika. [S.1.]: S&zman,
[198-] 2 wv.

Chira mas'alah-i zanan muhimm ast? ,/ nivishtah-i Zanan-i
Azadikhvah-i Iran dar Birlan-i Gharbi. [West Germany?: s.n.], 1360
[1982]

Chibinah, Bahram. Tashayyu' va siyasat dar Iran. Paris: Sazman-i
Junbish-i Nasylnalisti-i Danishgdhiyan wva Danishpizhthan va
Rawshanbin@n-i Iran, 1361- ([1982- ] v.

. Tawti'ahgaran. Paris: Sazman-i  Nasyunalisti-i
Danishgahiyan va Danishpizhdhan va Rawshanbinan-i Iran, [1982?]
98 p.

Dar maktab-i Akhund: ittila'ati tdzah dar barah-i shayyadan-i
'amm@mahddr; bih 1n;1mam-1 matnhda-yi 'aksbardari-i mahramanah-i
Safarat-i Ir3an dar Paris. [S.1.]: Intishardat-i Rastakhiz, [198-]

Dar rahrawha-yi khun: guzdrishi zindah az zindanha-yi siyasi-i
rizhim-i Jumhdri-i Islami. {Paris]): Jamifah~i Dimukratik-i
Iraniyan-i Mugim-i Faransah, 1364 (1986] 50 p.

‘e
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Darakhshish, Muhammad. Hashtad sal bih su-y1 sarab. [Los
Angeles?]: Intisharat-i Jami'ah—-1 Mu'alliman-1 iran, 1362 [1983)]
201 p.

Dawlatabaadi, Yahyé. Urdibihisht va ash'ar-i chap nashudah. [Los
Angeles]: Shirkat-i Kitab, 1364 [1985] 346 p.

Diktaturi-i1i Mullaha ,/ Markaz-1 Islami-1 Hamburg. Hamburg:
Intisharat-1 Maryam, [198-]

Dreyfuss, Robert. Girawgan-1 Khumayni (Hostage to Khomeini). New
York: New Benjamin Franklin House Publishing Company, 1982. 306
p.

Farhang Mihr, Manuchihr. Az din-i Zartusht chih miIdania. [Los
Angeles]: Intisharat-1 Markaz-1 Zartushtiydn-i KZ¥lIfurniya-yi
Junubi, 1360 ([1981] 41 p.

Farhangi, R._ Shuraha: 1ingilab dar Rusiyah. ([S.1.]: Intisharat-
1 Sazman-1 Kargaran-1 Ingilabi-1 Iran, 1366 [1387] 127 p.

Farzanah, M.F. Dandanha va chand dastan-i payrat'angIz—l dIgar.
Paris: [s.n.], 1986. 320 p.

Fi1da'iyan-1 Islam va magalat. Los Angeles: Pilatfurm-1 Chap, 1985.
316 p.

Firdawsi. Barguzidah-'1l dastanha-yi Shahnamah. Washington, D.C.:
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Abazar Sepehri
University of Texas at Austin
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE
MIDDLE EAST STUDIES LIBRARIAN

Wherever Middle East Studies librarians congregate, whenever they
talk to one another, discussions invariably center around daily
routines: what they do, how they do it, and how much time they
spend on different tasks. Ask any Middle East Studies librarian
how, as a group, they spend their time, and he or she, by drawing
on his or her own experience and on conversations with colleaqgues,
can speak at great length on the wide variety of activities
performed and expected; of the difficulties in setting priorities
which best serve their patrons, their 1library administrations,
their staffs, and themselves; of the frustrations which they
sometimes encounter when they do not live up to the expectations
of one or more of these groups.

A search of Library literature for the past ten years reveals a
surprising paucity of material on how librarians spend their time.
Articles have been written on working conditions and quality of
working life, on productivity measures, on time and cost analyses,
and on job analyses, but basic data on what tasks are performed
and how much time is spent on each task seems to be missing in the
literature.

In order to provide Middle East Studies librarians with an analysis
of the tasks they perform and the percentage of time they devote
to each task, fifty-one librarians in the U.S. and Canada were
asked to keep a log of their activities on March 9, 1988. By
combining the results of individual "untypical" days (and many
respondents remarked that this particular day was not typical),
librarians can compare to a group average how each spends his or
her work day, gain an insight into how personnel resources are
being allocated in Middle East library collections, and have
resource to an analysis based on facts to help strengthen their
impressions of what they are doing.

Tables I and II give the figures upon which the results in the
succeeding tables are based. It must be emphasized that no attempt
was made to divide the responses into categories based on position
title, duties performed, length of working day, or status of
librarians as a group within each institution. In wmany other
fields of area studies librarianship, there are well established
staffing patterns which tend to divide positions into either public
or technical service duties; as many Middle East Studies librarians
are only too well aware, such patterns do not necessarily hold true
in their collections.
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TABLE L
Number Percent
Questionnaires sent 51 100.00
Returned undelivered 2 392
Returned 22 4314
Received forms from
colleagues 2 39
Returned but unable to 3 588
participate!
Returmed questionnaires used 19 3.5
in survey
FTE used in survey~ 18

fune norarian was out of wn un personal business one hbr arian Jies o skitt aserdgnment the doy
ot the curvey baing devoted to duties other than those related to the Middle East Callectan, nne
hibrar tan was (1

2Two librarians are assigned to the Middle East collection at their institutions half-time

TABLEIL

Total combined hours of all respondents 157 70

Total combined adjusted hours ofall respondents1 136.37

Average hours in work day per person (FTE adjusted) 8.76

Adjusted average hours 1n work day per person 758
(FTE adjusted)?

1Tutal furs 1n wor & day tinus hout » fur meal a3 ot eshunent br ans \ ser Table 1,
-A»er;ge aumber of hours per FTE hibrarian without meal and retreshment breat s

The Categqories of activities

Table III lists the number and percent of respondents and the hours
and percent of total hours spent by the group on thirteen
categories of tasks; Table IIIA shows the highest and lowest
individual responses for each category. Tale IV gives the total
hours in these categories as a percent of the total adjusted hours
(see Table II for explanation). In the following pages, these
categories are defined and discussed, and major results are
elaborated; two of the categories are broken down 1into sub-
categories for further analysis. Tasks listed under each category
are only those listed by respondents, not those which might be
included in a general definition of each category.
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TABLE lI. TOTAL COMBINED HOURS OF ALL RESPONDENTS, DIVIDED BY CATEGORY

Category No. of Percent of Hours  Percent of Avg Hours
Respondents Respondents Total Hours Per Responden{
Cataloging 13 68.42 3062 1942 236
Collection development/ 12 63.16 2174 1759 23
acquisitions

Meal and refreshment breaks 18 94.74 21.33 1353 1.19
Miscellaneous 8 211 1784 1131 223
Research 5 2632 14.17 8.9 283
Reference 11 57.89 11.00 698 1.00

Mail 11 57.89 9.00 571 82
Library committee/meeting 8 2.1 8.08 5.12 101
Administrative duties 7 3684 709 450 1.01
Teaching 2 1053 333 211 167
Housekeeping 5 26.32 35 206 65
Unspecified [ 2105 258 1.64 65
Faculty lisison 2 1053 1467 1.06 84

Total 187.70 100.02

TABLE IIIA. HIGHEST AND LOWEST INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES BY CATEGORY (IN HOURS)

Category Highest individual Lowest ind{vidual
response respanse

Cataloging 643 75
Collection development/

acquisitions 583 A7
Meal and refreshment breaks 250 3
Miscellaneous 3so 25
Research 550 125
Reference 275 08
Mail 147 47
Library committee/mesting 150 3
Administrative duties 200 V.
Teaching 250 b «]
Housekeeping 1.00 &7
Unspecified 167 08

Faculty liaison 150 A7
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TABLEIV,
Cat Hours Percent of Total
Y Adjusted Hours
Cataloging 30.62 2245
Collection development/acquisitions 2774 2034
Miscellaneous 17.84 13.08
Research 1417 10.39
Reference 11.00 807
Mail 9.00 6.60
Library committee/meeting 808 592
Administrative duties 709 5.20
Teaching 333 244
Housekeeping 3.5 2.38
Unspecified 258 1.89
Faculty liaison 167 22
Total 136.37 99 GR

Cataloging activities occupied the largest percentage of time.
Sub-categories (see Table V) include production of cataloging
records; revision of catalog records (including cards)., and of
records input into a database; searching for cataloging copy:
filing or revision of filing in a card catalog; and other duties,
such as training, writing documentation, selecting titles to be
cataloged, and resolution of problems. Three-gquarters of the total
time spent on the cataloging process was devoted to producing or
revising records. More respondents were involved in revising
catalog records than in producing them, although four and one-half
more hours were spent on the latter; over half of those involved
in the cataloging process spend some portion of their time revising
records.

TABLE V. CATEGORY: CATALOGING

Sub-category No. of Percent of Hours Percent of
Respondents Cataloging Respondents Cataloging Hou:

Cataloging records produced 6 46.15 1301 44.45

Rewision 7 53.85 9.13 29.82

Other 3 2308 297 9.70

Searching for copy 3 2308 278 8.98

Filing/rewision 3 2308 2.16 708

Total 3062 100
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TABLE V1. CATALOGING STATISTICS!
No. of titles cataloged

Serials 2
Monographs 17
Monographs, in part 2 [}
Monographs, recataloged 1
Total A
Hours spent on cataloging records produced 1361
Titles/hour 176
Titles/hour (adjusted) 140

-

tpresumed to be original cataloging, survey did nct, Jnfartunatel,, ask respandents 15 Batinguilh
petwesn cOpV ang Or 1ginai cataloning

27 o Ll U Cataioqing revor d was done Dy support staff, part oy 1ibrartan

31ata) titles less Monographs, 1n part, and Monographs, recataloged

Cataloging statistics are listed in Table VI. Titles per hour
(adjusted) was felt to be a better indicator of a standard, as it
is generally assumed that recataloging or completing catalog
records takes less time than producing a completely new, original
record.

Collection development/acquisitions are combined into one category,
because respondents did not separate them in their logs but rather
listed them as part of a single workflow. Respondents listed the
following tasks in which they were involved; searching catalogs,
verifying and selecting titles to be ordered, checking received
orders, clearing invoices, and cancelling orders.

Miscellaneous tasks are further broken down in Table VII. This
category may be the most striking of all due to the incredibly wide
range of tasks listed. Although Middle East Studies librarians
apparently do not sign checks or sweep the floors, there is very
little else they cannot turn their hands to when necessary or
desirable.

TABLE VII. CATEGORY: MISCELLANEOUS

Sub-Category No. of Percent of Hours Percent of
Respondents Miscellaneous Respondents Miscellaneous Hourr
Travel 2 2500 392 2197
Exhibit preparation 1 1250 342 19.17
Problems, unspecified 2 25.00 300 16.82
Attended lecture 1 1250 117 656
“Chatting” 3 3750 1.00 561
Circulation desk duty 1 1250 100 5.6
Barcoding 1 12.50 83 165
Bibliographic instruction 1 1250 75 4.20
Gave tour 1 1250 50 2.80
Watched vendor video 1 1250 50 - 280
System problems 1 1250 50 280
Meeting with other 1 1250 2 235
libranan
Grant proposal writing 1 1250 33 135
ILL verification 1 1250 25 140
Translation 1 1250 V. 140
Total 17.84 99.99
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Research 1includes such activities as writing articles; compiling
bibliographies; planning or preparing for a conference or seminar
paper or panel; deing committee work for a professional
organization.

Reference 1s defined as helping a patron, whether answering
questions 1in person, by telephone or by mail, and 1includes time
spent staffing a reference desk and tracking materials through the
system at a patron's request. Although 58% of respondents were
involved 1in some aspect of reference service, the time spent by
them only accounts for 8% of the total adjusted hours. Reference
statistics could not be compiled due to discrepancles 1n responses.

Mail refers primarily to dealing with items from "in" baskets, and
which respondents did not specify as belonging to another category.
Activities mentioned are reading and distributing print and
electronic mail, reading campus or other newspapers, reading other
publications produced by the i1ndividual's institution, dealing with
memos, and returning phone calls of an unspecified nature.

Library committee/meeting 1includes attendance at, and preparation
for, meetings of supervisors (e.g. department heads), of peer
groups (e.g. area studies librarians, collection development
bibliographers), and of standing library committees (e.g. research,
online catalog).

Administrative duties specified by respondents were assigning
duties, monitoring workflow, and writing reports.

Teaching 1s lamited to preparing for and conducting regularly
scheduled courses. Bibliographic instruction, which could have
been listed 1n this category, 1s 1nstead subsumed under
Miscellaneous (see Table VII) due to the limited amount of time
spent on 1t. Very few librarians have the opportunity to develop
and teach courses for which they are totally responsible, and thus
this category 1s singled out for a separate entry rather than
included in Miscellaneous.

Housekeeping was undoubtedly the most entertaining category 1in
terms of respondents' answers. While such humdrum activities as
ordering supplies was mentioned, who cannot sympathize with those
who, 1n desperation, wrote such phrases as "getting papers off my
desk" or “"clearing office for the day"? For all practical
purposes, this category could probably be combined with Mail.

The Unspecified category includes time not otherwise accounted for,
most probably due to errors in recording.

Faculty liaison, a surprisingly small category, includes only those
activities in which a librarian met with a faculty member, or group
of faculty members, to work 1in planning the direction of the
collection or some part of 1it. Reference assistance to faculty
members 1s listed under the category Reference.
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Evaluation and remarks

Mark Twain once remarked, "There are three kinds of lies: lies,
damn lies, and statistics.®! 1Indeed, one must be very careful in
interpreting the numbers given in this article, for in the
strictest sense they give information only about the activities of
nineteen Middle East Studies librarians on one particular day. A
much more comprehensive picture could be obtained only by a study
which encompassed a much longer period of time and which weighted
such factors as position descriptions, status of librarians within
each institution, seasonal variations, number of staff assigned to
the Middle East collection, definition of the Middle East
collection in each institution, and a host of others. This survey
was not conducted to provide definitive answers on the use of
personnel, and the results obtained are undoubtedly different from
those which might have been found five years ago or which might be
collected five years hence, differences which are only natural as
Middle East collections change in response to instituticnal and
library-wide goals.

TABLE VIII. "TYPICAL" DAY OF A MIDDLE EAST STUDIES LIBRARIAN

Category Hours
Cataloging 1.70
Collection development/acquisitions 154
Meal and refreshment breaks 1.19
Miscellaneous 99
Research 79
Reference b1
Mail 50
Library committee/meeting 45
Administrative duties 40
Teaching 18
Housekeeping 18
Unspecified 14
Faculty lisison 09
Total 8.76

! Mark Twain's autobiography. 2 veols. New York: Harper,

1924. Vol. 1, p. 246. Twain attributes this statement to Benjamin
Disraeli.
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Table VIII provides a listing of how a "typical”" Middle East
Studies librarian spends a "typical" day, based on the statistics
presented 1n previous tables. What this table cannot represent 1is
the i1ncredible fragmentation of how this time 1s spent. What this
table cannot represent 1s the incredible fragmentation of how this
time 1s spent. A single block of more than one and one-half hours
devoted to a single task was extremely rare, and most respondents
reported their activates by using five minutes as the smallest unit
of time. The overwhelming 1mpression given by reading the daily
logs 1s that of "stealing" fifteen or twenty minutes from one task
to complete another. Most librarians are constantly interrupted
at one activity to deal with a more immediate demand, whether
answering a reference guestion, dealing with an urgent phone call,
or leaving the building because of a fire alarm (the latter 1is
included with System problems in Table VII).

Nearly 43% of the total adjusted hours were spent on cataloging
and collection development/acquisition activities. This would seem
to be a strong statement that the primary duty of a Middle East
Studies 1librarian i1s to select and process titles for the
collection, and that all other activities, 1including reference
service and faculty liaison, take a back seat to the pressing need
to build and make available our collections.

No matter what his or her official position title, nearly all
respondents performed a wide range of duties, to the extent that
most 1ndividuals would be hard to categorize as only public or
technical services librarians; catalogers answered reference
question and bibliographers revised cataloging records. While this
may argue an efficient use of resources, one would also like to
know 1f this pattern 1s true of other librarians in each
institution. Does the history/political scilence cataloger also
answer reference questions? Does the English bibliocgrapher revise
cataloging records?

Do librarians in other fields of area studies show the same wide
range of duties, and 1f so why? The most obvious answer, whether
speaking of Middle East Studies librarians only or of area studies
librarians 1n general, 1s that Middle East collections are not
primarily in English or Western languages, but 1in languages which
require speclal knowledge and expertise.

Can this mixing of duties be explained because Middle East
collections are understaffed? If so, are they understaffed because
institutions are not willing or able to commit the necessary
resources? Is there a shortage of qualified personnel at specific
or at all levels (librarians, staff and students), so that Middle
East Studies librarians perform whatever duties are required,
regardless of their nature or level?

Or 1s there something i1nherently different in Middle East Studies
librarianship which can account for the wide range of activities
of 1ts practitioners? If so, what are these factors? Do they have
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to do with the nature of publishing in the Middle East, either the
development and directions of Middle East Studies as a field of
knowledge, or can they be accounted for by the history and
development of Middle East Studies librarianship in North America?

Questions such as these are clearly outside the scope of this
survey. Perhaps the data provided here, in however poor and
unscientific a method, can set us on the path to discovering
whether such broadly phrased questions are valid and can be
answered.

Dona Straley
Ohio State University Library

ISRAELI FOREIGN RELATIONS DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE

The Consulate General of Israel in New York has generously offered
to make available to libraries, free of charge, the seventh volume
of Israel's foreign relations: selecred documents, 1981-1982,
published by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Future
volumes may also be available.

For your copy contact: Tzion Evrony
Consul for Academic Affairs
Consulate General of Israel
200 Second Ave., 15th floor
New York NY 10017

LIBRARY COLLECTION FOR SALE

A special collection of books on Islam, medieval Arabic literature,
various dictionaries and a collection of works published in North
Africa 1s beeing offered for sale by Menahem Mansoor, Professor
Emeritus, University of Wisconsin. Further information can be had
by contacting Prof. Manscor at:

1225 Sweetbriar RA4.

Madison WI 53705

608-262-2967
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JOB OFFERING

JEWISH STUDIES BIBLIOGRAPHER SOUGHT AT UCLA

Rank: Assistant/Associlate Librarian
Name of Library Unit: Bibliographers Group
Salary Range: $25,380-52,488

Duties: The Jewish Studies Bibliographer selects current and
retrospective materials, monitors approval plans, and reviews gift
materials. The Bibliographer works closely with the Technical
Services Department, providing advice on cataloging problems and
setting priorities. The Bibliographer consults with the Library
Preservation Officer to determine the appropriate treatment for

library materials as needed. The Jewish Studies Bibliographer
works with campus development officers and members of the community
to develop support for the collection. The Bibliographer

maintains close contact with faculty and students of Jewish studies
proarams at UCLA and may have the opportunity to participate 1in
teaching, research, or other scholarly activities. Like all
professional librarians at UCLA the Jewish Studies Bilbliographer
1s expected to be active within the profession and to pursue
1ndependent scholarly interests.

Qualifications: Hebrew 1s required. A knowledge of Yiddish and
one or more Western European languages 1s preferred. A sound
training in rabbinic, medleval, and modern Hebrew literature and
langauge 1s preferred. Demonstrated experience as a professional
librarian, particularly in collection development and cataloging,
1s desireable. The ability to work effectively with faculty,
students, and library staff 1s essential. Involvement 1n scholarly
activities (research, publications, an/or teaching) 1is desireable.

Anyone wishing to be considered for this position should contact:
Dr. Rita A. Scherrei
Director of Administrative Systems and Personnel
Services
University Research Library
UCLA
405 Hilgard Ave.
Los Angeles CA 90024.

The application letter should include a complete statement of
qualifications, a

full resume of education and relevant experience, and the names
of at least three persons who are knowledgeable about the
applicant's qualifications for this position. Candidates applying
by October 31, 1988, will be given first consideration.



