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Introducing Cooperation 

"he speaking of t h a t  noun t o  a f r i e n d l y  company of like-minded 
l i b r a r i a n s  has caused many a r ipp le  of ambivalent coughs, and no l i t t l e  
s p i l l e d  tea! 
with problems as a hungry porcupine. 
f e w  i f  any loca l ,  spec ia l  o r  na t iona l  l i b r a r y  conferences. 
about, sometimes it may be viewed i n  dour splendor i n  the  o f f i c e  marked 
tlCave,lt solemnly pondering t h e  a l t e rna t ive .  

Cooperation comes among us as a pressing need, yet b r i s t l i n g  
Often a gregarious noun, it misses 

But when not  
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In  1973 MELA President Bruce Craig reported general membership concern 

The need f o r  communication with 
with cooperation i n  our Middle E a s t  l ibrar ianship,  and he recommended that  
ser ious a t ten t ion  be given t o  t h i s  'Inoun." 
our l i b ra ry  community was a l so  pointed up i n  the  President 's  report ,  and 
t h i s  was fur ther  developed i n  t h e  1973 Program. 

a lso  some adjustment and continuing interact ion.  
note the  strength of consensus here. 
and overworked collections,  these are few. Like a l l  treasuries, our asse t s  
must first be protected from damage or  loss. Then, without too much turn-  
around time f o r  technical  processing, they must be put t o  work i n  the  com- 
m d t y .  The payoff i n  l ' interestt l  generated m-as t  be enough t o  make coopera- 
t i o n  a long-term happy thought t o  Ubrar ians  of strong and weak col lect ions 
equally. 
have found ways t o  do so, 

I n  197& cooperation and communication deserve not only at tent ion,  but 
You may be surprised t o  

Underworked l i b ra r i ans  there  are none, 

Our colleagues i n  modern Br i t i sh  and German academic libraries 
The ltnountt is i n  our midst as a pressing need. 

J.W.P. 

ASSOCIATION CHRONICLE - 1973 -7& By Martha Dukas 

Annual Meeting - 1973. Thirty-one members attended YELA'S second 
annual meeting on Thursday, 8 November 1973, a t  the Marc PlaBa Yotel iln 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
a t  which John E i l t s  and Richard Cooper were elected President and Vice Pres- 
ident,  respectively, and dues of U S .  $ &.OO were approved for 197&. 
t o  the  Business Meeting, Vice President George Atiyeh cha i r eda  panel d i s -  

Minutes of the Business Meeting and a summary of the  Program were mailed t o  
a l l  members on 20 November. 

President Bruce Craig chaired the Business Meeting, 

Pr ior  

cussion on "The Role of the  Middle East Library i n  the  Area Studies Program." L 

Executive Boards - 1973 & 1974. The 1973 and 1974 Executive Boards each 
met once i n  Milwaukee, and Minutes of these sessions were also sent  t o  members 
on 2 0  November. 
l i s h  a bank account i n  Cambridge t o  hold MELA'S ant ic ipated treasury. The 
197& Board decided t o  i n v i t e  Afda Abboud and Jalal  Zuwiyya t o  jo in  the  Publi- 
cations Committee and Margaret Anderson, Bruce Craig, and Frank Unlandherm 
t o  serve on the  197& Program Committee. 

The 1973 Board authorized the Secretary-Treasurer t o  estab- 

On 7 December 1973 an account i n  ~ U ' S  name was opened a t  
the  & % S a r I n g s  Bank. To date dues t o t a l l i n g  8 Q4.00 have been depos- 
i t ed ,  thus enabling the Association t o  reimburse the Sesquipedalian Press 
and our Editor fo r  expenses incurred i n  pr int ing t h e  f irst  i ssue  of MBLA Notes 
and the  Association's s ta t ionery,  a t o t a l  of Sl 76.61. 
is $ 67.27, including in te res t .  
paid t h e i r  dues for 1971. 
as soon as possible. 

Our current balance 
A subs tan t ia l  number of members have not yet 

They a r e  urged t o  send i n  a check or  money order 

s Program Committee. The Announcement of the 1974 Program is  presented 
herein by Ri chard Cooper. 

1973 and 1974 h ave been g ra t i f i ed  by the  cordial  reception given MELA Notes 1. 
Publications Committee. The Editor and colleagues on the committees of 

v 
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As N u m b e r  2 i s  sent t o  the University of Michigan's Library Printing 
Department, with it go our thanks again for the i r  comradely assistance. 
Association members and readers, please l e t  us know informally and i n  
formal essays about topics and l ines  of thought tha t  your n o t e s T i n g  t o  
mind. The more input, the more purposefully these f rag i le  Notes travel.  

A "Directory of Hbrary Collections on t h e  Middle East;' has been 
published i n  the current issue of t h e  Middle East Studies Association 
Bulletin 
j o i n ' f , A - M E L A  publications project i n  which many members actively 
compiled s t a t i s t i c s .  
a mere sketch of the scene, but it can be used t o  estimate comparative 
places as well. A l l  collections are being developed steadily, Information 
could not be completed regarding some basic Middle East studies resource 
centers. An update on Michigan's ho ld ings  and t h e  report of a new s t a t i s -  
t i c a l  control effort  is  i n  the Library Look-ins section of t h i s  number of 
MELA Notes. A s  fo r  MELA's PublicaLions Committee, we will have t o  look on 
the task of describing these Middle East library collect%oas as a serially 

(vol. 8, no. 1 (Feb. 1974) 22-44). 

As a first (ever?) concentrated listing it gives us 

This Directory has been a 

continued '' documentary" account. cEd.3 

Membershi Twenty persons and inst i tut ions have joined MELA i n  the 
last d Our 36 Professional and 39 Associate Members now repre- 
sent 55 inst i tut ions i n  9 countries. 
notice of changes i n  address and membership category. 

New members: 
Mary H, F. Arnett ( A )  

Brenda Bickett ( A )  536 South Forest, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Bobst Ubrary (A)  New York University, 70 Washington Square South, 

N e w  York, NY 10012 Tel. 222-598-3750. Representative: Fathi D a i f .  
Hooshang Ebramf (P )  Director, Eulla Sadra Library, College of A r t s  & 

Sciences, Pahlevi University, Shiraz (I ran)  
Sandra L. Gallup (A)  

Library, Brown University, Box A ,  Providence, R I  02906 T e l .  401-863-213s 
Janet P. Heineck (A)  

T e l  . 3 13 -663 -4923 
Sandra T. H i g e l  ( A )  

Station A, Goose Ray, Labrador (Canada) 
Wing (SAC), APO New York 09677 

Edward A. JaJko (P) Near East Bibliographer-Cataloger, Yale University 
Library, SML 111, New Haven, CT 06520 Tel .  203436-4608. 

Seid Karic ( A )  Head Slavic Catalog Librarian, Indiana Universi-by Library, 
Bloomington, IN L7401 Tel. 812-337-7511. 

Catherina D. J. Kingma (A) 
American University of Beirut, Beirut (Lebanon) Tel. 3407b0, ext. 2630. 

Miroslav Krek (A) Head, Acquisitions Department Brandeis University 
Library, Waltham, MA 02154 Tel .  617-61r7-2522. 

Horace Kurdy (P)  Middle Eastern Librarian, University of Toronto Library, 
Toronto, Ontario MSS U l  (Canada)  Tel. 416-928-8806. 

Caroline S. Morris (A) 
8th dr Spruce Streets,  Philadelphia, PA 19107 T e l .  215-829-3998. 

Following is  a, list of new members and 

Bibliographer f o r  History R. Pol i t ica l  Science, 
Hillman Library, University of Pittsburgh, Oakland Street ,  Pittsburgh, PA 
15260 Tel. h12 -624-4h23 . 

Cataloger of Religious Studies Materials, Rockefeller 

1152 Balddwin St., A n n  Arbor, M I  48104 

Librepian, W.S.A.F. Base Library -684, Box 84-Postal 
Mailing Address ? 95th Strategic 

Engineering and Architecture Librarian, 

Librarian, Pennsylvania Hospital Medical Library, 
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Perpustakaan - Univers i t i  Kebangsaan Malaysia ENational University of 
Malaysia Library, ( A )  
22 -12 (Malaysia) Representative : Abdul Aziz b in  Shaik Mydin. 

Jean C. P e l l e t i e r e  ( A )  3030 Smy-th Road, Berkeley, CA 94720 
T e l .  hlS-843-9588. 

Abazar Sepehri  (P )  
S t r ee t s ,  Philadelphia,  PA 19132 Tel. 215 -BA9-0110. 

Ahmad Sharkas ( A )  18 Amory S t r e e t ,  Cambridge, MA 02239. 
Robert L. Singerman (P) 

t u t e  of Religion, 3101 Clif ton Avenue, Cincinnati ,  OH 
T e l .  513-221-1875. 

Carol A. Strauss  ( A )  
of Maryland, College Park, EC 

Nassif Poussif  (P) 

P e t i  Surat  1124, J a l an  Pantai  Baru, Kuala Lmpw 

Librarian,  Dropsie University Library, Broad & York 

Judaica Librarian,  Hebrew Union College-Jewish I n s t i -  
45220 

General Reference Room, McKeldfn Library, University 
20742. 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, NN 55&5 TeL. 612-373 -7804. 

Changes of address and/or membership category: 

Head of t h e  Fiddle  East Library, Wilson Library, 

Michael W. Albin (P) 
Margaret Anderson ( A )  T e l .  416-928-7095. 
H o l l i s  €3. Granoff (A) 
Patricia P. Kinkhlow (A) 
J o e l  A. Hettger  

DC 20374. 

1105 Gri f f in  S t r ee t ,  New Albany, IN 47150. 
Navy Department Library, B l d g e  220, Room 220, Washington, 

i 

News of t h e  Members. J o e l  A. HE"G3R has l e f t  h i s  post  as Acquisit ions 
Librar ian i n  t h e  U.S. Department of Labor Library t o  become Chief of Techni- 

Nassif YOUSSIF succeeded Bruce CRAIG as Yeod of t h e  University of Minnesota's 
Middle East Library when t h e  Pa t t e r  tock up his new pos i t ion  a t  t h e  University 
of Chicago. David U. PARTINGTOW, Niddle East Librar ian i n  t h e  Harvard College 
Library, a t tended t h e  l i b ra r i ans t  panels at the  annual meeting of t h e  Associ- 
ation f o r  Asian Studies,  held i n  Boston, Apri l  1 - 5.  
t a r y  of MELCON, has v i s i t e d  a number of Middle Eastern col lec t ions  and MELA 
members i n  the U.S. t h i s  Spring. 
h i s to ry  t h i s  semester as a Vis i t ing  Professor a t  t h e  University of Pennsyl- 
vania while on leave from h i s  pos i t ion  of Middle  Eastern Bibliographer i n  
S t .  Antonyfs College, Oxford University. 

cal Processing a t  t h e  Navy Department Library i n  Washington, DC. L 

Derek HQPWOOD, Secre- 

M e  is teaching two courses i n  Middle Eastern 

REPORT TO THE MBBERSHIP By John E i l t s  and Richard Cooper 

Pres ident ' s  Message. T h i s  year has been an important and o p t M s t i c  
one for  MELA. We have received in t e rna t iona l  pub l i c i ty  i n  the  l i b r a r y  
world. We are also receiving recognition and encouragement from outside the  
library world. 

Council. 
t i o n  i n  Middle East l ib rar ianship .  
proposal were: 1 )  Bibliographic cont ro l  -- cooperative cataloging; 
2 )  Publication of National Union Catalog; 
projects ;  b) Computer usages, bibl iographies  and networks. 

The most notable  encouragement has been from t h e  Soc ia l  Scfence Research 
They have asked us t o  submit a proposal f o r  a workshop on coopera- 

The areas defined i n  our prel-nary 

3 )  Cooperative microfflming 
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u Our Vice President h a s  a l s o  been concentrating on these problems and 
o thers  and has planned an all-day conference concerning these matters. 
He will be giving you more information on this. 

I believe t h a t  t he  membership of MELA is ready and wi l l i n8  t o  contr ibute  
the  time and energy necessary t o  make a l l  cooperative p ro jec t s  work. 

The coming year  looks l i k e  an important one f o r  our Association. 

John E i l t s  

1974 MELA Program. Your Program Cormnittee, consis t ing of Margaret 
Anderson, Bruce Craig, Frank Unlandherm and t h e  undersigned, has  decided 
t o  replace the  t r a d i t i o n a l  panel during t h e  MESA meetings with an all-day 
workshop t o  be held a t  Harvardls Lamont Library on 6 November 197b, t h e  
day before t h e  MESA meetings begin in Boston. 

l ibrar ianship" with the  morning sess ion  devoted t o  exploring areas of 
cooperation i n  acquis i t ion  and co l l ec t ion  development. 
w i l l  direct t h e  afternoon session, concerned with bibUograph5.c control.  

cussion. 
project .  
cataloging; who c o l l e c t s  uhat i n  the  face  of r e s t r i c t e d  budgets; shared 
microfilming pro jec ts ,  e.g., newspapers; cen t ra l ized  bibl iographic  cont ro l  
i n  the  expectation of computerized access. 

i n v i t e s  t he  presentat ion of papers o r  repor t s  germane t o  the  theme of 
cooperation. We ask tha t  i n  t h e  intervening time, each l i b r a r i a n  evaluate  
the  resources and needs of hisher i n s t i t u t i o n .  
pared t o  make spec i f i c  commitments, one day w i l l  no t  be enough time t o  set 
up any kind of mechanism. 
cormnittees, and prepare a Dropram f o r  adoption a t  t h e  1975 Louisv i l le  
meetings. 

Middle Eastern Studies will provide aluncheon f o r  us  a t  t h e  Faculty Club. 
Rooms w i l l  be ava i lab le  at the  Faculty Club, bu t  f o r  those wtshing t o  
stay c lose  t o  MESA activities i n  Boston, Harvard Square i s  15 minutes 
by subway from the  Statler Hilton. 

undersigned, Col lect ion Development Office, The General Library, University 
of Cal i fornia ,  Berkeley, Calif. 94705. Inqu i r i e s  spec i f i ca l ly  about the 
afternoon session may be sent  d i r e c t l y  to Prof. Margaret Anderson, Faculty 
of Library Science, University o f  Toronto, I t0 St .  George Street, TQrOntQ, 
Ontario, MSS Ul (Canada). 

The theme of the workshop will be "Options i n  cooperative Middle East 

Margaret Anderson 

Frank M. McGowan of the  PL h80 Program w i l l  be joining us for  a a s -  
Martha Dukas w i l l  give us a repor t  on t h e  Harvard serials 
Other t op ic s  t h a t  have been proposed f o r  discussion are: shared 

The Program Committee s o l i c i t s  your suggestions, and espec ia l ly  

L/ Even i f  we a l l  come pre- 

Our aim w i l l  be t o  form i n t o  one-year study 

Thanks t o  the  e f f o r t s  of David Partington, t h e  Hareard Center f o r  

Please communicate your suggestions, o f f e r s  o r  questions t o  t h e  

Richard S. Cooper 



MELA Notes 2,  April ,  1974 6 

ADDRESSES, ESSAYS, LECTURES L 

Center Program Research and the Middle East Librarian,  
by Kenneth Allan Luther 

This i s  not  t o  be a systematic attempt t o  deal with a11 aspects of the 
Center 's  re la t ionship  w i t h  i t s  bibliographers.  Rather, what I have t o  say 
cons i s t s  of some observations concerning the  conditions which affect t h a t  
re la t ionship  and some suggestions for what I believe would be a b e t t e r  and 
more f r u i t f u l  re la t ionship.  What I have t o  say i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of the modest 
experience I have had with bibl iographical  work i n  the form of attempts t o  
inaugurate an automated bibliography and some service i n  t h e  adminis t ra t ive 
end of a cen te r ' s  work. 

program, I have my own way of v i sua l iz ing  what t h e  i dea l  bibl iographical  and 
co l lec t ion  resources would be l i k e  i n  the  i d e a l  center.  I n  such a place 
bibl iographical  resources are up-to-date and exhaustive--in an automated 
system which allows i n s t a n t  search and r e t r i e v a l ,  as w e l l  as display f a c i l i -  
t i e s  which allow rapid  bibl iographical  "browsing .'I 
is so complete t h a t  it allows a wide range of research and research planning 
t o  be done loca l ly ,  leaving t r a v e l  t o  the Near East t o  a r e l a t i v e l y  advanced 
s tage  of the  research project--or making such t r a v e l  la rge ly  unnecessary f o r  
t h e  formation of the data  base. 
creasing language competence and f o r  f r u i t f u l  discussion of t h e  hea r t  of 
problems with researchers i n  t h e  Near East. 
l y  we could use our t h e  i f  we could t e l l  quickly what w a s  being done on any 

research and broader pro jec t  research much more e f fec t ive ly ,  f o r  a t  present ,  
i n  s p i t e  of t h e  bibl iographical  a ids  cur ren t ly  avai lable ,  it i s  very d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  have a r e a l l y  definit ive v i e w  of what is  being done a l l  over t h e  
world a t  t h e  moment. 
t o  be done or how t o  go about it. 

To re turn  t o  t h e  co l lec t ion  i t s e l f ,  imagine what it would be l i k e  t o  
ac tua l ly  have a wide enough range of materials, from facsimiles  of MSS t o  a 
whole range of the  publ icat ions of Near Eastern governments, with a l l  t h e  
re levant  secondary l i t e r a t u r e  i n  between, t o  allow enough loca l ,  preliminary 
research so as t o  be able  t o  form t r u l y  sound judgments about t h e  value and 
f e a s i b i l i t y  of a p ro jec t  as wel l  as t h e  t i m e  required t o  complete it. 
some cases U.S. center  co l lec t ions  allow such research on some topics .  
many cases they do not. 
modified or even scrapned after a r r i v a l  i n  what people l i k e  t o  c a l l  " the  
field," a term which s t i l l  connotes the  business of going out  t o  the  area t o  
scour up a set of data which w i l l  then be worked over back home i n  c a r r e l  or 
study. I n  fact, the countr ies  which make up our I t f ie ld"  are developing 
sophis t icated centers  f o r  research i n t o  t h e i r  own problems which c a l l  for a 
carefu l  bibl iographical  accounting of t h e i r  work r a the r  than counting t h e i r  
productions as p a r t  of some "data  base." The i d e a l  cen ter  co l lec t ion  would 
imedlately enable t h e  researcher t o  fami l ia r ize  himself w i t h  a l l  the work 
going on i n  the  Near East i t s e l f  and form the basis for hfs ha l f  of a dialogue 
with in t e re s t ed  colleagues i n  the  Near East. 

The i d e a l  center ,  as I have already indicated,  does not ex i s t .  Even the 
b e s t  co l lec t ions  f a l l  sho r t  of such goals  i n  terms of bibl iographic  resources 
and materials. 

For my own purposes, i n  t h e  r o l e  of a scholar  working i n  a center  

The co l lec t ion  itself 

Foreign t r a v e l  would be much more fo r  i n -  

Imagine how much more e f f ec t ive -  

t op ic  and where. One could plan d i s se r t a t ion  research, ind iv idua l  f acu l ty  L 

And t h i s  makes it d i f f i c u l t  t o  decide what r e a l l y  needs 

In  
I n  

Everyone is  aware of projec ts  which had t o  be sharply 

L- There are many examples of time wasted as a r e s u l t ,  t r i p s  t o  
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t h e  Near East made f o r  the  wrong purpose o r  used up before r e a l l y  good 
r e s u l t s  can be obtained--research p ro jec t s  wr i t ten  and accepted without 
a thorough grounding i n  what is already i n  progress elsewhere. 

t h e  problem. 
cases nei ther  the l imi ted  acquis i t ion  funds nor the  personnel are being 
used t o  t h e  best advantage. 
many cases  unable t o  develop good working re la t ionships  with t h e  research- 
ers. They a r e  usua l ly  trover i n  t h e  librarytt and of ten saddled with a host  
of rou t ine  chores such as cataloging, entangled i n  the c o i l s  of t h e  general  
l i b r a r y  bureaucracy, and responsible f a r  a l l  s o r t s  of subsidiary functions.  
They usual ly  l ack  s u f f i c i e n t  time o r  ass i s tance  t o  dea l  successful ly  on a l l  
f r o n t s  with the  extremely complex Middle Eastern bibl iographical  s i t u a t i o n  
with i ts  many languages, multitude of separate  document-producing govern- 
ments and legion of l a rge  and s m a l l  p r in t ing  houses. 
Near Fas t  l i b r a r i a n  should be working c lose ly  with f a c u l t y  and graduate 
students shaping an acquis i t ions  pol icy which best serves t h e  needs of t he  
research i n t e r e s t s  of the local Middle East research comunity.  But he 
of ten cannot devote much time t o  such work. 
and both staff  and acquis i t ions  budgets are la rge ly  the  r e s u l t  of expedient 
choices on t h e  p a r t  of l ibrary administrations r a the r  than the  outcome of 
r a t i o n a l  research and acquis i t ions  planning. There I s  of ten  l i t t l e  rela- 
t ionship  between the  demands of t h e  real research f r o n t i e r s  i n  Middle 
a s t e r n  s tud ie s  and what library budgets are able  t o  of fe r .  

And it looks as i f  things are going t o  ge t  worse. 
fund budgets i n  general  do not seem t o  be ab le  t o  keep pace wi th  r i s i n g  
costs ,  and t h e  l i b r a r y  budget has been espec ia l ly  hard h i t  by the  s p i r a l .  
Added to t h i s  i s  the  f a c t  that prospects f o r  spec ia l  outs ide support f rm 
the  f e d e r a l  government and the foundations are  uncertain.  
re luctance t o  continue ca tegor ica l  funding. 
t o  o f f e r  t h e  opportud.ty t o  com9ete f o r  funds f o r  various s o r t s  of spec ia l  
p ro jec ts  which a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  provide general  support f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  
e f f o r t .  
t inue ,  it i s  doubtful. t h a t  it would be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  provide every center  
adequate l i b r a r y  support f o r  the  careful ,  systematic research t h a t  the 
f i e l d  demands. Things thus  s tand a good chance of remaining more o r  less 
h i t  o r  m i s s  unless some way is  found t o  make t h e  whole job of bibliography 
and materials acquis i t ion  much more e f f i c i e n t ,  i n  such a way that Near East 
l i b r a r i a n s  become t r u e  par tners  i n  the  research venture r a the r  than library 
funct ionaries .  

It might he lp  t o  r a t iona l i ze  p a r t  of t h e  work of t h e  Near Eastern 
l i b r a r i a n  on a na t iona l  bas j s ,  cen t ra l iz ing  some functions and redefining 
the  task  of t he  center  l i b r a r y  personnel. 
of course, what funct ions,  where, and how can it be paid for.  

people who spec ia l i ze  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h i s  t a s k  i s  possible.  
it should be automated so as t o  allow e lec t ronic  consul ta t ion by any center  
i n  the country. Whether t he re  should be  concomitantly a conventional card 
catalog is something t h a t  experience might ind ica te .  
t he  technica l  means exist  for maintaining t h e  whole nat iona l  catalog e lec-  
t r o n i c a l l y  (with p r i n t  -outs and machine-printed cards  as insurance aga ins t  
l o s s ) ,  and they a r e  not only i n  existence b u t  have been perfected,  

Accompanging a cent ra l ized  bibliography should be a cent ra l ized  cata-  
loging uni t ,  perhaps an extension of the  Library of Congress, t o  ass ign  

L/ 

Of course, cen ters  have bibl iographical  sec t ions  which wrestle with 
There are some acquis i t ion  funds and personnel, but i n  m a n y  

It seems t o  me tha t  the l i b r a r i a n s  are i n  

Again, i d e a l l y  the  

H i s  staff i s  usual ly  small, 

University general  

1- 

There i s  a 
Instead the re  is a tendency 

Even i f  t h e  present  shaky l e v e l  of federa l  support were t o  con- 

"he important questions are, 

Certainly central ized,  cont inual ly  updated bibliography, handled by 
I n  my opfnion 

It seems t o  me t h a t  

u 
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c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  numbers to a l l  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  bibliography. 

the l o c a l  col lect ion.  
on the  shelves. 

ness of cent ra l iz ing  ordering and purchasing i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say, but ,  here 
again, there ought t o  be considerable gains  i n  economy and ef f ic iency  of t he  
cent ra l ized  unit functioning as a c e n t r a l  purchasing agent. Its bargaining 
pos i t ion  vis-a-vis booksellers and various sorts of serial-producing u n i t s  
would be much b e t t e r  than  tha t  of any s ing le  center  un i t .  

Near East l i b ra r i ans ,  those who e lec ted  t o  pursue a special ized career i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  u n i t  and those who continued t o  serve as Near East l i b r a r i a n s  o r  bib- 
l iographers with the various centers .  One envisions t h e  l a t te r  spending much 
less t i m e  with rout ine  l i b r a r y  chores and much more time consulting and plan- 
ning with t h e  center  researchers  f o r  t he  development of t h e  l o c a l  co l l ec t ion  
as well as the most economic ways t o  explo i t  o ther  co l lec t ions  which t h e  
l i b r a r i a n ' s  pa r t i cu la r  center  had decided it did not need t o  duplicate.  He 
would a l s o  have t o  become something of a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t he  use of t h e  elec- 
t ron ic  bibl iographical  a ids ,  developing i n t o  a consul tant  who can serve l o c a l  
needs more e f f i c i e n t l y  by h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  enter  i n t o  a dialogue w i t h  the 
cent ra l ized  bibliographic system. H e  should be able t o  help s ign i f i can t ly  
i n  cost ing t h e  mater ia l s  aspect of any new planned research e f f o r t ,  from t h e  
p r i c e  of books and document series, t o  the  estimated cos t  of consulting o r  
duplicating material i n  t h e  Near East. 
knowledge of what is avai lable ,  where it is, how much it would cost  i f  it is  
for sale, and how t o  dupl icate  it i f  it i s  not. More i n t e l l i g e n t  decis ions 
can be made, and t h e  Near East bibliographer should ( a t  the same time) have 
a more creative kind of job. 

t o  be i n  charge of it and how much it would cost .  It  seems to m e  t h a t  it 
ought t o  be under Middle East Studies Association control ,  wherever it is  
located. 
t h e  Library of Congress, bu t  MESA cont ro l  would be t h e  clearest ind ica t ion  
t o  everyone t h a t  i t s  job would be t o  serve a l l  possible  c l i e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  Middle Eastern s tudies .  
organizations t h a t  any support given t o  such a u n i t  would give the widest 
possible  ass i s tance  t o  t h e  community of Middle Eastern scholars  as a whole. 
It would seem reasonable t h a t  it should be located next t o  one of t h e  major 
co l lec t ions  i n  a univers i ty  which has the  necessary automation equipment. 
Financial  support should come through a combination of federa l  support, 
foundation grants  and subscr iber  fees.  
type of service required by centers  and programs of varying s i z e  with dif- 
f e ren t  types of need. The l a r g e r  centers,  f o r  example, would probably want 
t o  have t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of on-line connections once t h e  bibliography is f u l l y  
deployed. Smaller o r  more spec ia l ized  u n i t s  might f i n d  t h e i r  needs s a t i s f i e d  
with per iodic  pr int-outs  of various so r t s .  
could be t h e  source f o r  a l l  kinds of spec ia l  bibl iographies  f o r  elementary 
and secondary programs, extension services, e tc .  
and t h e  preparat ion of such spec ia l  bibl iographies  could be another funct ion 
of t h i s  c e n t r a l  unit. 

Any l o c a l  center  
l i b r a r i a n  would then only have t o  decide t h a t  an item should be included i n  i 

"he book would a r r i v e  classified and ready t o  be pu t  

How far beyond these  functions a cent ra l ized  un i t  should go i n  t h e  busi-  

With such funct ions la rge ly  central ized t h e r e  would emerge t w o  s o r t s  Of 

I n  other  words, i f  we have exhaustive 

k- 

There are obvious questions about t he  loca t ion  of such a unit, who i s  

Some p a r t s  of t h e  operation might be most appropriately handled by 

It would give the same s igna l  to  possible  funding 

The fees might vary according t o  t h e  

Ful ly  developed, t h e  catalog 

Storage of data f o r  outreach 

One might go on and on with such f an ta s i e s ,  but  t o  summarize, one has t o  
admit both t h a t  m a n y  Middle Eastern l i b r a r i a n s  are not  allowed by t h e  present  L 
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nature of t h e i r  jobs t o  contr ibute  all t h a t  they can t o  t h e  development of 
center  research pro jec ts  and t h a t  t h e  f inanc ia l  prospects f o r  better support 
of t h e  present  fragmented set-up are not  a t  a l l  good. To t r y  a n d  ge t  around 
t h i s  s i t ua t ion ,  it seems worthwhile t o  me t o  se r ious ly  consider turning same 
work over t o  a cent ra l ized  system which would reduce o r  hold down costs and 
increase f acu l ty  and l i b r a r i a n  e f f ic iency ,  allowing t h e  l i b r a r i a n s  t o  t u r n  
t o  a more crea t ive  and challenging kind of l ib rar ianship .  

'u 

Kenneth Allan Luther i s  Director of t h e  Center f o r  Near Eastern and African 
Studies a t  the  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
following were read at t he  1973 XELA Program a t  Milwaukee. 
t a t i o n s  were reported i n  summary form t o  members by the Secretary.  

A t  t h e  close of Professor Luther 's  t a lk ,  a demonstration pr int-out  of cita- 
t i ons  from the  I ran ian  Titles Search Program was obtained on a por tab le  
terminal via telephone l i n k  with Michiganss Compnting Center. 
se lec ted  19 t i t l es  keyed by the  words 1rdisser ta l ion9t  or "bibliography" of 
603 t i t l e s  scanned, 
Clinton, J W =et  al. 

Destree, A Lfouverture de Pa Perse a I f in f luence  europeenne sous les r o i s  

Abaev, V I cet all  
Rehder, R McC Hafiz: an introduct ion (Princeton, 1970) (Diss) 
Poppe, N Jr A c r i t i c a l  survey of s tud ie s  sf Turkic loan words i n  Russian 

Yamauchi, E M Mandaean incantat ion texts (Brandefs, 1964) (Diss) 

This paper and t he  one 
Two o ther  presen- 

The machine 

The first six c i t a t i o n s  (abbrevbted  here) were: 
On t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of an automated bibliography of 

Icraniana s tud ie s  (Bbl) 

safavides  e . .  (Bbl) 
Prof i lo  grammaticale da esse to  l e t t e r a s i s  moderns (Bbl) 

(Indiana, 1968) ( h s s )  

The Role of the  Middle h s t  Librany/Librarian i n  the University 
Area Studies  Program, by Jmes I?. Pollock 

When a fanner en te r s  h i s  henhouse t o  survey fowl p lay  and r e t r i e v e  a 
quota of produce he runs i n t o  a mild f l a p !  When t h i s  provincial  entered the  
study t o  write the forthcoming essay, a m i l d  flap arose over t h e  exact form 
of t h e  t i t l e ,  espec ia l ly  f o r  me over t h e  words l ibrary OF l i b r a r i a n  i n  t h e  
t i t le .  
announcement, I concluded t h a t  i t  was merely a case of p a r a l l a c t i c  perception, 
t h a t  s h i f t e d  what I saw from side t o  s i d e  depending on which eye was winking. 
This deep thought bubbling up dislodged o thers  which a lso  rose t o  remhd m e  
t h a t  I was always going t o  proelaim t o  someone that a library without a 
cura tor - l ib rar ian  was an inpossible s i t u a t i o n !  And never more so than i n  
area s tudies .  Therefore, both wcrds, library and Ubra r i an ,  are r i g h t  and 
necessary i n  the  t i t l e  of t h i s  paper. 

I would l i k e  to begin by quoting from HELA Notes 1 what Librar ians  
George Atiyeh and David Fartfngton have wri t ten:  "It i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  
(general  r a t h e r  than specialized paneb top ic )  w i l l  help c lar i fy  f o r  us t h e  
directions toward which we could d i r e c t  our path," "1 hops t h a t  through 
META a sense of community w i l l  develop among us, and t h a t  a c l ea re r  idea 
of our proper ro l e  i n  the  advancement of knowledge w i l l  be achieved." 
(No. 1, p. 9, 11) 
l ib ra r i ans  and our "bookisht1 f r i ends  

Since the  o f f i c i a l  publ icat ions of MESA and MELA d i f f e red  i n  the 

Let us consider what may be our common roles--for  LIS 
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I The Library Community comes i n  f o r  professional  se rv ice  i n  area s tudies .  

The l i b r a r y  community wants stimulus and s a t i s f a c t i o n  when it meets t h e  
i 

Area Studies Librarian.  
ca l l ed  a l i b r a r y  i n t o  something responsive and thought provoking. 
lover  is  a po ten t i a l  l i b r a r i a n  and scholar.  
and h o s t i l i t y ,  whether they pose as l i b r a r i a n s  or as professors,  a r e  repuls-  
i v e  t o  t h e  inquir ing and knowing mind. I n  this paper t h e  l lsuccessful  publ ic  
relations' '  goal,  t h a t  every profession has, will decide which s ides  of t he  
square t i l e s  of my argument a re  kept uppermost as they a r e  f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  
f looring of our l i b r a r i a n s '  shop-talk. This metaphor i s  intended t o  a l e r t  
us t o  the  t a s k  of competent handling of the  very s t ick-y s i tua t ions  t h a t  
underl ie  every squarely stzted proposit ion.  

mater ia ls .  Who w i l l  deny t h i s ?  U n i e r s i t y  bu geZ, of f i ce r s ,  of course; and 
they  can prevent further spending, and i n  some of our cases they W i l l .  
i s  impossible t o  m e  as an area l i b r a r i a n  Lo understand a t o t a l  l a c k  of i n t e r -  
est  or  investment i n  any p a r t  of the universe of knowledge and inquiry.  
normal way should be t o  use energy, money and t i m e  generously t o  serve t h e  
library c o m w i t y .  I wil l  not do t h i s  without l i m i t ,  however, and not a l l  
t h e  wr i t ten  and p r in t ed  t reasures  of t h e  world can be obtained, cataloged 
o r  c i rcu la ted  by my l ib ra ry .  Yet bona fide e f f o r t  i n  measurable quant i ty  
is t he  first element of our proper r o l e  i n  the advancement of knowledge. 
I n  a l a rge  l i b r a r y  t h i s  of ten  means p l en ty  of indus t r ious  legwork. Many 
reference t o o l s  are owned i n  j u s t  one copy due t o  money and space limita- 
t ions.  Even if it 
takes a five minute walk, an acquis i t ions  l i b r a r i a n ,  a cataloger ,  or a r e f e r -  
ence person must not  be a f ra id  of going "beyond the  blue horizon''--of t he i r  
own o f f i c e  t o  c l a r i f y  o r  v e r i f y  a b i t  of knowledge. 

We are for tuna te  these  days because of the  advances of l i b r a r y  and 
information science. 
c l e a r  t ha t  the non-thinking computer will do much t o  speed our advance. 
t o  use it i s  a la rge  question being s tudied everywhere. Certainly it will 
be easier t o  hunt and f ind  information, and t o  co r re l a t e  sets of f ac t s .  
e f f o r t  t h a t  goes i n t o  good cataloging will not be lost, but  it need not be 
mul t ip l ied  many times over f o r  t h e  same title, 
t h e  programming t i m e  must be counted in .  
by a i r  between d i s t a n t  c i t i e s  is l e s s  than ground t r a v e l  time from a i r p o r t  
t o  ho te l  o r  home. W i l l  our new machines remind us  of t h i s ?  It  i s  my convic- 
t i o n  t h a t  a good l i b r a r i a n ' s  mind i s  more f l e x i b l e  and portable,  and 8 much 
more precious computer than any t h a t  will be on the  market, 'here t h a t  
excel lent  service i s  avai lable ,  a well  se lec ted  smaller* col lec t ion  w i l l  
s a t i s f y  information and study needs b e t t e r  than a huge b u t  poorly attended 
agglomeration. 

B Reasonable uses of t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  research a s s e t s  are made easy by the 
b e s t  l i b ra r i ans .  
timidity. T h i s  aggressive "friendliness," o r  llteeth-baring,'l  whatever your 
last experience may want t o  c a l l  it, is  motivated by various j e t s  of flame, 
mostly ex terna l ly  applied energy ! 

for  instance.  Since t h e  community owns the l i b ra ry ,  p o l i t i c a l  pressure re- 
qui res  it t o  be open t o  all. 
treasures easily avai lable .  

This i s  t h e  person who can make t h e  co l lec t ion  
Every book 

But academics f u l l  of cynicism 

A Energy, money and time are w e l l  I sxent --.--+ t o  rovide needed area study 

I t  

The 

They must be cen t r a l ly  located and available always. 
'- 

We have marvelous b ib l i  ographic tools. I t  i s  becoming 
How 

The 

The computer may speed, y e t  
They say t h a t  o f t en  t r a v e l  time 

And, everyone's access r i g h t s  are protected without 

The l ib raxy  community i s  proud of i t s  open s tacks  and generous loan terms, 

I agree the re  is value i n  having research 
Indeed, i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  world, more and more 
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banks are moving i n  the d i r ec t ion  of rap id  and easy access t o  money-money- 
money, on our credit card. It has been a tiresome argument of mine t h a t  

and a l so  t o  increase r e spec t fu l  ca re  f o r  and use of these  tangib le  a s se t s  
of cul ture .  Mot a l l  l i b r a r i e s  have t h i s  open t r ad i t i on ,  and I do not  think 
t h e  question should be automatically s e t t l e d  i n  its favor. 

of t h e  l i b r a r y  c a l l s  f o r  pa t i en t  firmness and t h e  best type of modern elec- 
t ron ic  a ids .  
hardware is soon paid f o r  by a drop i n  book losses. One suspects t h a t  most 
patrons r e l y  on library secu r i ty  f o r  t h e i r  own protection. 
l e g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  pressures force libraries t o  think hard of better ways 
t o  combine access and securi ty .  
and book replacement costs have t h e i r  place i n  t h e  budget. 

replacing a missing item than is a search for another o r ig ina l  copy. 
Microfilming is usefu l  i n  saving space, and i n  increasing secu r i ty  of  t h e  
t i t l e s  held. 
courteously observe t h e  ground r u l e s  f o r  harmonious neighborly l iv ing .  
learns  t o  recognize the difference between a developed and an undeveloped 
mental i ty  of concern f o r  improving the qua l i ty  of the i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 
personal environment of scholarly enterprise. The l i b r a r i a n  r e jo i ces  i n  
the  company of a real b ib l iophi le  researcher.  Sadly, one must a l so  discern 
a l e s se r  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  m y  carry away the s i tua t ion ,  i n  more ways than one. 

namely, t he  e f f o r t  t o  provide and vipi lance t o  protect .  
cluded i n  the  U b r a r i a n ' s  r o l e  i n  a rea  s tud ie s  se rv ice  as elsewhere. 
un ivers i tv  D r o m " r  cannot do without these two fac tors .  

Ll 

l ibraries %I co d l ea rn  more from banks about how t o  promote access t o  books, 

Protect ion of valuable materials and of equal access r i g h t s  t o  users  

We are not surpr ised t o  l ea rn  tha t  the  high cos t  of such 

Financial ,  

A percent of l o s s  i s  taken f o r  granted, 

For t h e  a rea  co l lec t ions ,  microfilming and xeroxing are easier ways of 

I n  our observatian? most of t h e  e n t i r e  l i b r a r y  community w i l l  
One 

These two foregoing considerations are bas ic  good householding a t t i t u d e s ,  
These must be i n -  

'L The 
" &  u 

C Para l l ac t i c  perception of cont rovers ia l  i s sues  i s  poss ib le  i f  there is 
I n  l i b r a r y  school. we learned t h a t  a l i b r a r i a n ' s  duty i n t e l l e c t u a l  freedom. 

is  t o  provide study mater ia l s  on-both sides of cont rovers ia l  i s sues  So t h a t  
l i b r a r y  users  would be able t o  understand a problem more c lear ly .  
t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  duty have run i n t o  opposit ion on d i f f e r e n t  occasions. 

t e l l i n g  of h i s  visit t o  the w a r  f ron t s  of t h e  Hiddle Bst. 
1967 Re made a s h i l a r  t r i p ,  and then  gave a series of l ec tu re s  around t h e  
U.S. 
Middle East, before inv i t i ng  questions from t h e  audience. 
with a shock and exclaimed What :I1 when &, Reasoner r ep l i ed  that  as usual 
he found there  were two s ides  t o  the  question. 
p a r a l l a c t i c  perception. Where the re  i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  freedom, every l i b r a r y  
patron w i l l  have t h e  opportunity and t h e  p r iv i l ege  of looking a t  situations 
from d i f f e r e n t  viewpoints. They 
gain t h i r d  and fourth dimensions, and make people think more f r u i t f u l l y .  

The I s rae l -Pa les t ine  discussion and controversy is generating so much 
library material one is open t o  charges of b i a s  no matter what i s  selected.  
It is a usefu l  pro jec t ,  I think, t o  c o l l e c t  the  publicathons of groups who 
have been working f o r  severa l  years  t o  inf luence U.S .  public opinion on the 
topic.  Not much, f o r  instance,  is known about the work and views of a n t i -  
Zionis t  Jews i n  t h e  1T.S. and i n  Israel. Various Chris t ian  groups i n  Europe 
and North America declare  t h e i r  concern f o r  t h e  Middle East and take differ- 
en t  posi t ions.  

i' preserve these records. They w i l l  help some t o  look backwards, and t h e  more 
courageous s tudents  will use them t o  look forward. 

Effor ts  

Some n ights  ago, on October 27th (1973) TV r epor t e r  H a r r y  Reasoner was 
We s a i d  that  i n  

I n  one meeting the hos t  rabbi asked him what his views were on the  
The rabbi reacted 

This is  what is meant by 

Things no longer are f l a t  and one-sided. 

It i s  ce r t a in ly  not fomenting controversy t o  co l l ec t  and 
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L- 
Man was born t o  perceive a three-dimensional na tu ra l  environment. Men- 

t a l  a c t i v i t y  and the wr i t ten  records of it awake a knowledge of o ther  dimen- 
sions--time and in t e rac t ing  relat ionships .  Therefore, I say t h a t  t h e  libra- 
r i a n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  arena of a rea  s tud ie s  i s  t o  provide opportuni t ies  
f o r  and t o  promote such wakefulness and f u l l e r  mental a c t i v i t y .  
reviews t e l l  t h e  s tory ,  and how curious it is, t h a t  even i n  univers i ty  of f ices ,  
no t  t o  mention business, government and t h e  press ,  crudely Cyclopean arguments, 
explanations and theo r i e s  a r e  constructed and p r in t ed  and so ld  t o  those who buy. 

or "re-created." Th e are& s tud ie s  l i b r a r i a n  has a p leasant ly  glamorous r o l e  
to play as well as  t h e  bruis ing job of refereeing between the  community and 
t h e  col lect ion.  ?&en the inscru tab le  East comes up with an unreadable play, 

as the case may he, panic-panels are leaned on i n  several  library 
Or depar v ments: 18Calling area s tudies ,  c a l l i n g  area studies!'! Plumber's k i t  and 
plumber's helper  i n  dusty hands the  area s tud ie s  l i b r a r i a n  looks i n t o  t h e  
puzzle. It  may be a c i r cu la t ion  record done i n  t h e  vernacular, or a garbled 
citation--known i n  computerese as "gar-bage," or an antique French mode of 
romanization t h a t  awfully s k i l l s  the  l i b r a r y  apparatus. 
of t h e  tlRarb" sec t ion  of Morocco (spe l led  RARE), t r y  changing t h e  spe l l i ng  t o  
GHARB. The job may requi re  handlingambiguities by methods analogous t o  e lec-  
t r o n  microscopy i n  order  t o  p i c tu re  and i d e n t i f y  t h e  puzzle. 
intr igued by the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and mysteries of t r ans l a t ion  work. And we are 
a l l  aware t h a t  alphabets and languages are codes t h a t  t ransparent ly  comuni- 
c a t e  t o  some and opaquely f r u s t r a t e  mental e f f o r t  f o r  others.  This code func- 
t i o n  gives  a form and period of security f o r  cu l tu re s  or wri t e r s  t h a t  do not  
favor universal  communication. 
up with l o c a l l y  acceptable synonyms f o r  t r ans l a t ion  such as Il interpretation," 
"explanation,1f and 
pursues and overtakes wr i t e r s  i n  d i a l e c t  and slang. 
breviat ion long forgot ten  require a l o t  of 'Ire-creation." We may set out t o  
read the unreadable and Ifunscrew t h e  inscrutable"  (as an unread c l e r i c  has 
been quoted) f o r  a patron or library colleague, bu t  there are times when t he  
f r i end ly  area s tud ie s  l i b r a r i a n  has no more t o  g ive  than fr iendship,  i f  t h e  
problem of meaning t h a t  i s  stumbled upon i s  f a r the r  out than scholarship h a s  
yet reached. So much f o r  t he  claims of the library community upon t h e  a rea  
s tud ie s  l ib rary / l ib rar ian .  

Careful book 

D "Untranslatable" matepial  or- s i tua t ions  may be t ransparent ly  "explained" 

l o  

If you have not heard 

We are a l l  

The work of cross-cul tural  study then comes 

History 's  f a s t - ro l l i ng  fog of obl ivion 
\- 

Important forms of ab- 

I1 The Library Collection t r u l y  r e f l e c t s  an area--overseas. 

As suggested e a r l i e r ,  the  area s t u d i e s  l i b r a r i a n  can be roughly described 
as a re feree  between claims of t h e  l i b r a r y  community and order ly  growth of t h e  
l ibrarg col lect ion.  That is, the spec i f i c  ro l e s  needing ac t ion  can be grouped 
under such a t i t l e ,  Veferee." 
l ibrary co l lec t ion  must be developed; and a balance of i n t e r e s t s  must be kept. 

The library community must be served, and t h e  

A The general  guidelines of c o i l e c t G  development followed by research - 
l i b r a r i e s  are used by the area s tud ie s  library. They insure  t h a t  t h i s  divis ion 
of a t o t a l  research co l lec t ion  w i l l  prove as r e l a t i v e l y  sa t i s fy ing  t o  i t s  
spec ia l  users  as any o ther  divis ion w i l l  do f o r  i t s  om. 
ers t o  the  area l i b r a r i a n  i n  performing h i s  work, and i n  explaining t o  members 
of the l i b r a r y  community what  the pol icy and t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  of the co l l ec t ion  
development e f f o r t  are.  

They serve as remind- 

A br i e f  review of these is usefu l  I believe.  
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1) The univers i ty  curriculum emphasis gets systematic coverage. 
research libraries col lec t ing  books t o  support  similar study programs w i l l  
doubtless end the year reporting hundreds of the  same t i t l es  t o  the  National 
Union Catalog. 
courses are described and taught d i f f e ren t ly ,  and because scholars  are not  
dupl icates  of each other.  
money along with in s t ruc t iona l  commitments. When it does not, t h e  courses 
or  department se t  up will not  f lou r i sh  unless  another sec t ion  of t h e  curri- 
culum i s  cannibalized. 
or program c a l l s  f o r  good communication and r e l a t i o n s  with the  area s tud ie s  
library. 
a l r ead  have obtained the  needed materials. 

27 Individual  research s t rengths  are kept up a5 w e l l  as possible.  
Reliable scholars  who devote their careers to  an i n s t i t u t l o n  deserve a 
l i b r a r i a n ' s  best energies t o  provide t h e i r  study needs. These s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  co l lec t ions  t h a t  grow up around indiv idua l  research programs, and 
are i n t e l l i g e n t l y  continued by wise se lec t ion ,  someday will be proudly 
l i s t e d  i n  a l ibrary directory.  P t  f irst glance they may seem t o  be a p r i -  
va te  luxury at t he  l i b r a r y ' s  expense. 
But i n  the  main w e  l i b r a r i a n s  have reason t o  be g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  nuc le i  
of contagious enthusiasm we know among our teaching counterparts.  
f r iendships  and the proper n u r t w e  of the col lec t ions  make l i b ra r i ansh ip  a 
pleasure as w e l l  as an arena of satisfying work. 

A l i b ra r r an  is sometimes tempted to bel ieve  that  t h e  univers i ty ' s  cu r r i -  
culum w a s  drawn up by an e rud i t e  gerrymander. 
cannot be applied. 
the  work assigned to student  pa in te rs  when the primary ar t is t  was done. 
(It was i n  t h e  Middle Ages, I believe.)  Vacant portions of the canvas 
might be f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  clouds, trees, a c a s t l e  or  whatever landscape the  
master ordered. I n  t h e  Middle East no t r a v e l e r  should go too  far from a 
water supply. And i n  co l lec t ion  building no large gaps should be allowed 
t o  spread out i n  subject  coverage, l es t  a scholar  per i sh  i n  search of 
information t h a t  i s  not  there .  
B Middle East spec i f i c s  must now concern us  as we wind up t h i s  monologue 

on t h e  r o l e  of t h e  area s tud ie s  l ib raryf i lbrar ian  i n  the univers i ty  program. 
A group of proposals w i l l  be l a i d  down here i n t o  our floorwork, and I s h a l l  
stand on t h e m .  

1 )  Linguis t ic  populations suggest a proportionate co l lec t ion  growth. 
I would leave it as a suggestion, and l e t  population pressure do the  rest. 
The l i n g u i s t i c  populations of t he  Middle East as of about 1970 are these: 
118 mi l l ion  Arabic s p e a n g ,  3 mil l ion  Hebrew, & million Persian,  and 
36 mil l ion  Turkish. These t o t a l s  were gathered from the 1971-72 volume of 
The Middle East and North Africa.  T once stated this proportionate p i c tu re  
as a pol icy  guidel ine i n  a writeup i n  our Indiana UniversiLy Library News- 
le t ter  (Jan., 1970). 
teaFhTng colleague i n  our Near East Area Program. 
effect that suck a pol icy implied t h a t  maybe we should a l l  l e a r n  Chinese! 
The sequel was a l l  bad news. A year and a half  later (July, 1971) t h i s  
l i b r a r i a n  discovered t h a t  Indiana had already demoted Near East Studies  
from area program t o  language department s t a tus .  
and area program had been formed, and our book fund had donated $2000 t o  
begin an account f o r  them. 
s i t ua t ions ,  we of t h e  Middle East are a poor match f o r  the  East and South 

Several  'u 

But the coverage will not be duplicated en t i r e ly ,  because 

A wise universi ty  administration provides l i b r a r y  

Year-to-year heal thy growth of an area department 

The l i b r a r i a n  i s  ready t o  do a good job of support, and mag 

Perhaps some of them are t h a t .  

These 

3) Non-emphasized subjects  need bas ic  and representat ive coverage, 

And sometimes the  ad jec t ive  
This p a r t  of co l l ec t ion  building may a l so  be cmpared t o  u 

The i d e a  w a s  greeted as s l i g h t l y  r id icu lous  by a 
!?e commented t o  t h e  

A new East Asian I n s t i t u t e  

u When it comes t o  population pressure i n  l i b r a r y  
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Asians, as David Partington has r e l a t ed  concerning ALA (MELA Notes 1, p. 10). 
L The scholar ly  book production of the Middle East is  not  exact ly  propor- 

t i ona te  t o  t h e  mil l ions of people, bu t  it remains suggestive of what t h e  
l ibrary co l l ec t ion  should r e f l e c t .  We must bu i ld  our l i b r a r i e s  i n  terms of 
what we need t o  know about t h e  real world out  there .  
a well+eaning perhaps, but  myopic library community may t r y  to retire or 
disengage the  re feree  l i b r a r i a n ' s  hand from achieving a good co l lec t ion  t r u e  
t o  the  area it represents .  
t i o n  brings confusion and distress u n t i l  a healthy resolutPon of c l e a r  Vision 
comes through t o  t h e  uni ted  e f f o r t  of the mind. 

The de f in i t i on  
of i t s  h b t o r i c a l  scope t h a t  t he  Middl c? Lhst Studies  Association has taken 
(and MELA Likewise) tends t o  suggest a clean breakaway surface l i n e  where the 
matrix cul tures  meet the  molten ingot.  
Coptic, Nubian, Sabean, Syriac,  Pers ian and Tndic cu l tures ,  and more than  
these,  intermingled and of ten  s t ruggled  w i t h  the  c i t i zens  of Submission 
(IcIslam'l and i t s  empire) who spoke Arabic, 
i n t e re s t ing  paper w a s  read on t h e  soc ia l  conditions of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  commun- 
i t i e s  of I r a q  i n  the  first decades and centur ies  of Tslam (Michael Morony: 
"Religious communities i n  Urnanad Iraq,lf ) a 

was one of t h e  first marveling questions. The reader  rep l ied ,  "The Syrfac 
sources.'$ 
t i t l e s - - t o  give a ce r t a in  I1exoticl1 t i nge  t o  our workaday Arabic, Hebrew and 
Persian! Serious consideration needs t o  be given to buying as much as we can 
f i n d  of research materials from these matrix-womb cul tures ,  Cataloging should 
not be a problem, as they usual ly  have European t i t l e  pages. Hebrew i s  not  a 

Librarians have something t o  thin- i n  t he  ancient  term--JIPeople of the  
Book'l --that f i n k s  Middle Eastern and our Western e iv i l i za t ions .  

know how. 
vocabulauy, as w e l l  as its ordinary meaning of "to follow the record of some- 
thing." 
l i b r a r y  catalog showing t h e  name of a secondary cont r ibu tor  t o  a work, o r  one 
of the subgects. T h a t  name o r  subject  i s  at  t h e  bottom of t h e  m a h -  
en t ry  card as a record of what cards i n  t h e  complete s e t  are f i l e d  fo r  any 
par%icular  book. (Thanks f o r  reminding m e  of t h i s  '!in-house" depth t o  t h e  
word a r e  due Mary H. Stanger, Indiana's Catalog Librarian.)  We a t  Indiana 
have been working away a t  t h e  task of cataloging a col lec t ion  of classical 
Arabic texts and commentaries with t i t l e s  'that are deljghtfully frank pedigrees. 
Texts aad explanations and commentaries, then glosses  and superglosses ( l i k e  
so many coa ts  of paint:) follow down t h e  t i t l e  page sometimes i n  ornamental 
prose, and sometimes i n  an e d i t o r ' s  weary abbreviation. The human f a c t o r  i n  
scholarship t o  sme i s  more exci t ing i n  the  long run t h a n t o p i c s .  
r e a c t  t o  ideas  with t h e i r  emotional charges as i f  they  are reacging t o  a ca l l  
t o  battle or t o  love, 
what i s  wr i t t en  and bound up i n  books as all-important.  
and reads w e  feel  t h a t  valuable effort, has been l o s t .  
i s  what t he  writer really wants and seeks. This e f f o r t  t o  think back and 
f o r t h  between persons, and between periods of t i h e ,  and between cu l tures ,  
is  a "wild experience," i n  t h e  sense of being g r e a t l y  exhi larat ing.  T h i s  
en thus ias t ic  discourse,  sometimes b i t t e r ,  sometimes jov ia l ,  is present  i n  t h e  
best journals and books, We a r ea  s tud ie s  people of t he  libraxy are d o u s  

I t  i s  exact ly  here t h a t  

Pa ra l l ac t i c  perception i n  t h i s  and every s i t u a -  

2 )  Matrix cu l tures  a r e  recognized as dynamic influences.  

We know t h a t  Latin, Hebrew, Berber, 

I n  the 1972 MESA Conference a most 

ItTeXb us, what are ymr sources?" 

I was glad t h a t  I had been su r rep t i t i ous ly  buying a few SyPiac 

matrix cu l tu re  exactly,  r a t h e r  a cognate one, an age-long s i b l i n g  r i v a l r y !  L 

3 )  The dialogue within indigenous scholarship needs t r ac ing  as bes t  we 
T h  e word t l tracing" i s  an important s igna l  word i n  the  ca ta loger ' s  

To the cataloger  of course, it means t h a t  a card i s  put i n t o  the  

Others 

We People of t h e  Book--that is, we l ibrar ians--consider  
Elut i f  no one opens 

The rep ly  i n  dialogue 

\- 
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t o  "show and te l l"  the  univers i ty  populace that it is  i n  the  col lect ion,  
and more of it i s  on the way. Let us  s top  now on t h i s  proposit ionr t h e  
proper role of an area s tud ie s  l i b ra ry / l i b ra r i an  i s  t o  reveal t h e  locus 
of en thus ias t ic  and purposeful dialogue so that  the  univers i ty  program 
stops, reads, and takes  i t s  place i n  t h a t  discourse. 

L, 

James Pollock i s  Librar ian f o r  Near East S tudies  at Indiana University. 

The Islamic Union Catalogue i n  Germany, bywolfgang Behn 

After t h e  w a r  German I s l amic i s t s  were faced with continuing a t r a d i t i o n  
which had suffered considerably from the c u l t u r a l  Weltanschauung of %he Naei 
period and the  consequences of t h e  war. I n  recognition of t h e  disappearance 
of severa l  exce l len t  research co l lec t ions  on account of w a r - t i m e  destruct ion,  
the German Council (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) and other  foundations 
made resources ava i lab le  t o  acce lera te  t h e  re-building of Oriental library 
col lect ions.  

'he Islamic col lec t ions  were thus  systematical ly  b u i l t  up s ince  t h e  
early s i x t i e s  by means of a methodical s e l ec t ion  pol icy with outs ide grants.  
This appl ies  pa r t i cu la r ly  t o  t h e  Staatsbibl iothek Yarburg/Berlin and the  
l i b r a r i e s  of t he  Universi t ies  of Munich and TUbingen which were designated 
resource centres  (Sondersammelgebietsbiblistheken) f o r  Oriental  material. 
The library of the University of TUbingen more than any other  co l lec ted  a 
considerable quant i ty  of current  and ant iquarian material i n  the  f i e l d  of 
Islamic s tud ie s  so that it  must now be considered t h e  bes t  co l l ec t ion  in 

L the  country. 
But s ince not all l ibraries could afford t o  c o l l e c t  on t h e  same scale 

as t h e  resource centres ,  i n t e r - l i b ra ry  loan became increasingly important. 
O f  course, t h i s  presupposes an e f f i c i e n t  union catalogue. 
has no na t iona l  union catalogue; t h e  seven reg iona l  Union catalogues (I) 
have to  f u l f f l l  t h i s  function. 
of handling and incorporating Islamic material i n  t h e  union catalogues, t h i s  
literature has never been recorded cent ra l ly .  
establish a separate  catalogue s o l e l y  f o r  makerial published i n  t h e  Arabic 
s c r i p t  and f o r  Turkish publications.  ( 2 )  
t u t ions  regular ly  repor t  t h e i r  acquis i t ions  t o  the Is lamic union Catalogue 
(Zentralkatalog fUr Orienta l ia  cZK03) which is maintained by t h e  Orient-  
abteilung of t he  Staatsbibl lothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz i n  Berlin:  
Deutsche Staatsbibl iothek (East)  Berl in;  
Ruhr-UniversitYt Bochum; 
Seminar fur Sprachen und Kulturen Nordafrikas Giessen; 
UniversitXtsbibliothek G'bttingen; Staats- und Universit l l tsbibliothek 
Hamburr; 
Universitrltsbibliothek nibingen. 

24th In te rna t iona l  Congress of Or i en ta l i s t s  held i n  1957 i n  Munich, when 
a t  a meeting of German Or ien ta l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s  t h e  d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  wi th  t h e  
existing regional union catalogues became apparent. 
roo t  of t he  problem, Islamic l i b r a r i a n s  a l so  worked out  cataloguing rules 
f o r  Islamica which were ultimately published by Ewald Wagner i n  1961, (3) 

Germany, however, 

Unfortunately, because of t he  difficult ies 

Thus, it became advisable  t o  

A t  the moment the  following i n s t i -  

Seminar fllr Orien ta l i s t i k ,  
Stadt-  und UnfvessitYtsbibliothek Frankfurt;  

S taa ts -  und 

S taat s bib  li o t h i  k MUnchen ; Univer s i t U  t sbib li o thek Mainz ; 

The formal origin m s l a m i c  Union Catalogue da tes  back t o  t h e  

I n  order t o  ge t  a t  t h e  

L/ 
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These r u l e s  were intended t o  ensure uniform cataloguing; s ince  however t h e  
r u l e s  were not adopted unanimously b u t  only by t h e  majority of the  committee 
members, t he  applfcation was left  t o  t h e  d i sc re t ion  of individual  l i b ra r i ans .  
Thus even with Wagner's rules there i s  s t i l l  no uniformity i n  Islamic cata-  
loguing. 
every card before it can be f i l e d .  

fu r the r  aggravated by the  use of various t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  schemes. 
problem being the  letter ya* which is  t r a n s l i t e r a t e d  "j?' by some, and "y" 
by others ,  However, t h e  E t s c h e  Normenausschuss (Oerman Committee f o r  Stand- 
a rd iza t ion)  i s  cur ren t ly  attempting t o  tack le  this problem i n  cooperation with 
t h e  German-language countr ies  i n  a meeting t o  be held i n  Base1 a t  t he  end of 
1973. But it is doubtful t h a t  such an organization sha l l  solve tohe problem 
of t he  Ottoman Turkish t r ans l i t e r a t ion .  A t  t h e  moment it would seem t h a t  a 
German version of Eleazar Birnbaum's scheme (4) s h a l l  be followed, i f  not by 
the  library of t h e  Prussfan Culture Foundation, a t  least  by t h e  Islamic Union 
Catalogue. 

ception. 
system had t o  be abandoned. 
au thor i ty  cards which precede t h e  e n t r i e s  (similar t o  t h e  p rac t i ce  of the 
Catalo 

where, can now be traced. 
e s t ab l i sh  the  main ent ry  is recorded on the  f r o n t  of t h e  au thor i ty  card i n  
an abbreviated form. 

has been increased, although only f o r  publ icat ions i n  the Arabic alphabet. 
Thus, modern Turkish writers are t r ea t ed  l i k e  t h e i r  western counterparts who 
usual ly  have no reference from the  f u l l  form of the name. 
one reference from t h e  complete name (excluding, however, t h e  lamyah) has 
been provided f o r  a l l  the  others ,  but  i n  many ins tances  many mbre-ve been 
supplied, depending on the  complexity of t he  name. 

The Catalogue contains cur ren t ly  some 20,000 main e n t r i e s  (6) of publi-  
cat ions i n  Islamic languages o r  of oubl icat ions i n  western languages with an 
Islamic sub t i t l e .  
Catalogue by the German l i b r a r i e s .  
recorded. The Catalogue i s  arranged a lphabet ica l ly  by author. A complement- 
ary catalogue, arranged alphabet ical ly  by t i t l e ,  i s  maintained by the  Deutsche 
Staatsbibl iothek (East) Berlin.  

The present  function of t h e  Islamic Union Catalogue i s  as follows: 
If a request f o r  an  Islamic publ icat ion cannot be f i l l e d  by the  u s e r ' s  library, 
it is  first refer red  t o  t h e  designated resource cent re  (Sondersammelgebiets- 
bibl iothek) ,  Thus, f o r  example, requests  f o r  I s l an ica  go f o r  a f i r s t  check t o  
t h e  University of TUbingen Library. Only i f  the  t i t l e  i s  not i n  t h e i r  co l lec-  
%ion either, is t he  request re fer red  t o  the  union catalogue i n  Berlin. This 
cumbersome procedure is necessary because the  Islamic Union Catalogue contains  
only works acquired after the  establishment of t he  Catalogue i n  1957. But any 
request d i rec ted  a t  Berl in  is automatically checked against  the  extensive hold- 
ings of t h e  Library of t h e  Prussian Culture Foundation (Staatsbibl iothek 
Preussischer Ktdturbesi te) ,  including t h e  Oriental  reading room col lec t ion ,  
both of which, however, a r e  strong only i n  older publications.  
acquis i t ions  diminished a t  an ever accelerat ing pace, 

This means t h a t  uniform headings have t o  be typed on p r a c t i c a l l y  

The problem of recording t h e  holdings of d i f f e ren t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  
The major 

The character  of t h e  Islamic Union Catalogue has changed s ince  i t s  i n -  
I n  v i e w  of a f u t u r e  pr in t ing  of t he  Catalogue, ( 5 ; )  t h e  guide-card 

As an innovation a l l  references a re  l i s t ed  on 

of t h e  Or ien ta l  I n s t i t u t e  Library, University of Chicago). This has + t he  a vantage tha t  a l l  references,  which were previour;ly not  recorded any- 
I n  addition, t h e  bibl iographic  source used t o  

Not only has t h e  form changed, but also t h e  quant i ty  of the references 

As a rule a t  least 

Some b,OOO acquis i t ions  are annually reported t o  t h e  
As a ru l e ,  secondary literature i s  not  

After 1930 

L 

L 
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v Material  published before the  incept ion of the  I s l d c  Union Catalogue, 
i f  not loca ted  through the  catalogue or  t h e  resource centre,  s t i l l  has t o  
follow t h e  time-consuming rout ine  of checking the  holdings of every poten- 
t i a l  co l lec t ion .  

Notes t o  this a r t i c l e .  (1 )  ZK cZentralkatalog3 Baden-Wttemberg, 
Bayerischer ZK,  Hessischer ZK, Niedersxchsischer ZK, Norddeutscher Z K ,  
ZK Nordrhein-Westfalen, Berl iner  Gesamtkatalog. 
( 2 )  Although it might u l t imate ly  be  desirable t o  secord a l s o  holdings i n  
the  Turkic languages, t h i s  problem i s  less acute  so  long as most of the 
holdinas i n  this f i e l d  are concentrated i n  one libram. 
(3)  E. Wagner. Regeln f W  die alphabetische Katalogisierung von Druck- 
sch r i f t en  i n  den islamischen Sprachen. 
14)  E. Birnbaum. "The t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  of Ottoman Turkish f o r  l i b r a r y  

Wiesbaden: 1961. 

Ad general  pumoses," 
( 5 )  Denkschrift zur Lage d a i e n t a l i s t i k .  
Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft . . von Adam Falkenstein, Wiesbaden: 
1960, p. 52. 
(6) 
i n  Ze i t s ch r i f t  EUr  Bibliothekswesen und Bibliographiet vol.  17, no. 1 
(19701, p. 18-25. 

i n  JAOS,  87 (1967) D. 122-156. 
Ed. under t h e  auspices of t h e  

Estimate based pa r t ly  on E. Wagner, "Zentralkatalog der Oriental ia ,"  

Wolfgang Behn i s  Referent fUr I r a n i s t i k  i n  t h e  Staatsbibl iothek Preussischer 
Kulturbesitz,  Berlin.  

v Some Observations on the  Pos i t ion  of t h e  Librarian i n  t h e  Scholar ly  
Establishment of Cairo During t h e  Later Niddle Ages; Data Yielded by 
Contemporary Biographical Sources, 

Chris t ian Century based on a computerized survey of two major biographical 
d ic t ionar ies ,  (1) I encountered 38 cases of individuals  who had served as a 
l i b r a r i a n  (khzzin al-kutub) a t  some time i n  t h e i r  careers .  To my knowledge 
very l i t t l e  i s  known about this o f f i c e  i n  m y  t r a d i t i o n a l  Islamic context 
and even less about t h e  s o c i a l  background of individuals  who held it. Sub- 
sequent examination of the careers  of these individuals  revealed some 
s t r ik ing  pe r sona l i t i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  success s t o r i e s  r a r e l y  associated with 
persons engaged i n  t h e  profession today. 

The l i b ra r i an ,  l i t e r a l l y  a " t r easu re r  of books," did not appear 
f requent ly  i n  the biographical sources examined and the  nature of h i s  dut ies  
do not suggest t ha t  the occupation was widespread. ( 2 )  Among t h e  galaxy of 
religio-academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  functioning i n  Cairo during the  f i f t e e n t h  
century, l i b r a r i a n s  were associated pr imari ly  with l a rge  co l l eg ia t e  mosques 
o r  madrasas, which enjoyed a subs t an t i a l  waqf endowment. 
were able t o  e s t ab l i sh  and maintain la rge  book col lect ions.  Their founders 
often spec i f i ca l ly  designated i n  t h e  waqf w r i t  a port ion of the funds they  
provided for purchasing a library. 

The inordinate  importance at tached t o  encyclopedic absorption of a 
fixed l i t e r a r y  and ideological  corpus i n  I s lamic  education during t h e  l a t e r  
Middle Ages rendered c r u c i a l  t he  maintenance of t h i s  corpus. Since a l l  
textual mater ia ls  had t o  be duplicated by hand, they were i n  l imi ted  supply 

by Carl Petry 

During a study of t he  'Ulamgg of Cairo i n  t h e  Ninth Hi j r i /F i f teen th  

These i n s t i t u t i o n s  - 
- 

iJ 
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and very expensive. 
books f o r  themselves and a p r iva t e  library represented a noteworthy c a p i t a l  
asset. 
due t o  f i n a n c i a l  straits, t h i s  was viewed as a personal tragedy f o r  him and 
a s ign  of his professional  degradation. 
could themselves acquire  the  t ex tua l  materials indispensable t o  t h e i r  func- 
t i o n ,  t h e  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  doing so f e l l  t o  t h e  religio-academic i n s t i t u -  
t i ons  and t o  t h e  e l i t es  which endowed them. 

The pres t ige  f ac to r  involved i n  t h e  maintenance of a l i b r a r y  among 
these i n s t i t u t i o n s  was considerable. 
them with vast sums of money and munificent endowments were eager t o  assemble 
book co l lec t ions ,  eveh though f e w  Namluks could understand t h e i r  contents.  
The l i m i t e d  supply of books becomes apparent a f t e r  references i n  al-MaqrZzf 
(3 ) t o  controversies over t he  occasionally underhanded methods t h e  Mamluks 
employed t o  acquire e n t i r e  l ibraries immediately. They were wil l ing t o  buy 
off  a whole f acu l ty  i n  order t o  t r ans fe r  a book col lec t ion  t o  their  own pe t  
pro jec t ,  even if it were already supported by a waqf and dedicated t o  a 
spec i f ic '  madrasa . 
his  modern counterpar t ' s  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  guiding readers  t o  t h e  t i t l e s  
contained i n  t h e  co l lec t ion .  
of t h e  col lect ion.  The 
l i b r a r i a n  sought t o  enlarge t h e  co l lec t ion  and t o  pro tec t  it from abuse o r  
t h e f t .  
under h i s  care  as a p r i ce l e s s  c a p i t a l  asse t .  
t h e i r  pos i t ion  i f  they contr ibuted their own books t o  a library o r  i f  they 
provided t h e  nucleus of a new one. 
r e l a t i v e l y  respected and even prest igious,  espec ia l ly  i f  an individual  
received an appointment t o  a major i n s t i t u t i o n .  

As a group, t h e  l i b r a r i a n s  were represented i n  a wide range of occupa- 
t i o n s  during t h e i r  careers  (See l i s t  of occupations following t h e  a r t i c l e )  
They appeared i n  a l l  s ix  professional  categories  (4) i n  which t h e  e n t i r e  
'ulama' c l a s s  of Cairo held pos i t ions  throughout the century. 
occupations suggests t h e  various s o c i a l  backgrounds of these individuals ,  
backgrounds which were exceedingly diverse.  
majority of t h e  l i b r a r i a n s  were professional ly  associated with r e l ig io -  
academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  throughout, their  careers ,  
c r a t i c  posi t ions,  usual ly  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  appointments as caretakers  of a book 
col lect ion.  Very f ew were engaged i n  t h e  military-executive category of 
occupations, s t a f f ed  primarily by Mamluks and t h e i r  c l i en t s .  However, we 
shall see t h a t  two individuals  were descendants of Mamluks, an unusual s o c i a l  
phenomenon. Few l i b r a r i a n s  had ever supported themselves i n  a s k i l l e d  t r ade  
o r  by commerce. The l e g a l  and r e l ig ious  functionary categories  were more 
subs t an t i a l ly  represented. Several  l i b r a r i a n s  had received judgeships and 
simultaneously held pos ts  as imaSns  o r  khat ibs  i n  la rge  public-service mosques 
(as distinguished from t h e  more spec ia l ized  madrasas, which catered t o  t h e  
scholar ly  e l i t e s ) .  The l a r g e s t  representat ion of pos i t ions  appeared, pre-  
dictably, i n  t h e  scholarly-educational category. 
teachers a t  e i t h e r  t h e  elementary or t he  advanced level. 
t o  d i f f e r  from the  t r u e  professor ia l  class s ince  a lesser percentage of them 
were involved i n  t h e  judiciary.  

Relat ively f e w  scholars  could a f ford  t o  purchase many 

Indeed, i f  a scholar was obliged t o  s e l l  even p a r t  of h i s  l i b r a r y  

Therefore, s ince few individuals  

The Mamluks who were moved t o  provide 

- 
The l i b r a r i a n ' s  formal t i t l e  denoted h i s  primary function. He shared 

But far more important was h i s  r o l e  as guardian 
The l i b r a r y  was a t reasure  and he was i ts  keeper. 

He was f u l l y  aware of t h e  value of books and regarded the  co l l ec t ion  
Librar ians  were of ten  granted 

The pos i t ion  would seem t o  have been 

This range of 

Viewed as a group, however, t h e  

Several  had held bureau- 

1- 

- 
Several l i b r a r i a n s  had been 

However, they  tended 

L 
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Although the l i b r a r i a n s  as a group tended t o  be associated directly 
with religio-academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  throughout t h e i r  careers ,  severa l  of the  
individuals  described i n  the  biographical sources had risen t o  pos i t ions  
of considerable administrative and p o l i t i c a l  influence.  
eminent scholars.  
1372-ah9, (5) 
Cairo during the  first ha l f  of the  f i f t e e n t h  century. 
is  the  post he he ld  as l i b r a r i a n  i n  t h e  wealthy MalpiIHya Madrasa located 
t o  the south of the Zuwayla Gate. (6) 

period e lec ted  t o  terminate an extremely eventful,  even tumultuous, career 
with a l i b r a r i a n l s  post. 
( 7 )  
r i s e n  t o  t h e  S h S i ' f  chief  j u s t i ce sh ip  of Alappo when he a t t r a c t e d  t h e  
a t t en t ion  of the b l u k  viceroy, ah44u'ayyad Shaykh. N H q i r  al-DTn entered 
t h i s  powerful d r t s  serv ice  and ul t imately became h i s  t ru s t ed  associate .  
When al-blutayymhaykh a t ta ined  t h e  su l tana te ,  he appointed Ibn al-BBrizr 
his Confidential  secre ta ry  (k8t ib  al-sirr)9 o f f i c i a l l y  i n  charge of t h e  
documents bureau and unof f i c i a l ly  in t e l l i gence  chief  of t h e  Mmhk state. 
When al-MuIayyad Shaykh constructed h i s  col lege mosque j u s t  north of the 
Zuwayla Gate, he appointed h i s  conf ident ia l  secretary its first  l i b ra r i an .  
Ibn  al-Bgriaf himself contributed 500 volumes t o  found t h e  co l l ec t ion  over 
which he was t o  preside, a t  a cos t  of 1000 ct%%s. (8) 
a l - s r i z f  suggests t h a t  the pos i t ion  of a l i b ra r i an ,  even P f  honorary, was 
a highly respectable  way t o  r e t i r e  from ac t ive  p o l i t i c a l  l i fe .  

The careers of several  other  l i b r a r i a n s  who were a l s o  successful  
f i nanc ia l  con t ro l l e r s  (na irs -- extremely luc ra t ive  o f f i ces ,  o f t en  t a in tgd  
with corruption and embezz ement), physicians, professors ,  h & n s  and kha i b s  
could be out l ined  i n  d e t a i l  t o  fur ther  subs tan t ia te  t h e  l e v n f  prom nence 
accruing t o  certain individuals  who held  the  o f f i c e  during this period. 
But m o r e  in t r igu ing  is  t h e  appearance of two individuals  descended from 
members of t he  dominant Mamluk military e l i t e .  Na':ir a l-Mn Mulpmmad ibn  
Qurqme's a l -Aqtamd,  1399-lh78, (9) and Zap al-D€n K h i 9  ibn  Shumzf 
a l -S&l  al-KhIi$pk€ al-;&irf, l.h3l-lb90, (10) were both sons of Mmluk 
troopers.  The f a the r s  apparently never received o r  managed t o  r e t a i n  any 
luc ra t ive  fiefs or  posts  they could leave t o  t h e i r  sons, s ince  both ind i -  
viduals  were professional ly  ac t ive  and received compensation only from 
pos i t ions  associated with t h e  c iv9l ian  l i t e r a r y  e l i te .  Zayn al-D€n al- 
Nk%zf supported himself as a manuscript copyist (Msikh)  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
appointment as l i b r a r i a n  i n  the  pres t ig ious  garghi-va Madrasa (11) 
a major center  f o r  ?and5 scholars  ha i l ing  from Syr ia  and A m .  
Niigir al-Dfn al-Aqtamud seems t o  have r i s e n  from more humble circumstances, 
unusual f o r  anyone with Hamluk connections and prerogatives.  He worked as 
a weaver (habbak) i n  his youth p r io r  t o  manuscript copying. He subsequently 
served as x k h  and l i b r a r i a n  i n  t h e  mausoleum madrasa of S u l t a n  Khush- 

f r iendship with t h e  su l t an  but he definitely owed h i s  pos t s  t o  the  r e l a t ion -  
ship he managed t o  e s t ab l i sh  with the ruler. 
a moderate exposure t o  the t r a d i t i o n a l  Islamic sciences during their  youth, 
apparently as provided by t h e i r  parents.  
t he i r  ident i f icakfon with t h e  c i v i l i a n  l i t e r a r y  e l i te ,  probably due more t o  
necess i ty  than personal preference, and t h e i r  pos i t ions  as l ib ra r i ans .  

L 

Several were 
The famous exegete and l e g i s t ,  Ibn !ajar a l - 'Asqalhf ,  

is widely known as perhaps the  most prominent thinker  i n  
Less widely known 

One of t h e  most powerful c i v i l i a n  p o l i t i c i a n s  of t he  e n t i r e  Mamluk 

NHgir al-mn Mulp~mad Ibn a l -BZr iz i ,  1368-420, 
w a s  born i n  yam3 t o  a prominent j u d i c i a l  family. He had already 

The case of Ibn 

9- + G 

qadam. A l - S a k  + did not dwell on how al-Aqtamu-oped a personal 

Both individuals  received 

The s ign i f i can t  facts here are 

W 
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i 
The appearance of these two individuals  i n  an occupation t o t a l l y  removed 
from the funct ions and prerogatives accruing t o  t h e  M a m l u k  e l i t e  suggest 
t h a t  by no means a l l  persons deriving from t h i s  e l i t e  were thereby separated 
from the  activit ies of the  'ulamal c l a s s  i n  Cairo. 

I n  general ,  t h e  p a t t e r n c u p a t i o n s  reported f o r  t he  l i b r a r i a n s  
appears t o  have del ineated two d i f f e r ing  s t a tuses  of tenure. 
no outstanding personal q u a l i t i e s  , s o c i a l  background o r  p o l i t i c a l  acumen 
tended t o  r i s e  up t o  a l i b ra r i ansh ip  and t o  l ive from t h e  modest compensation 
offered by such a post. 
s t i t u t e d  t h e i r  primary occupation, throughout t h e  remainder of t h e i r  careers .  
On t h e  other  hand, ind iv idua ls  who had r i s e n  t o  t h e  zeni th  of soc ie ty  and whose 
impact on t h e  l i t e r a r y  el i te w a s  considerable usua l ly  accepted a l i b ra r i ansh ip  
as an honorarium, of ten  during the  f i n a l  years of t h e i r  careers ,  They usua l ly  
possessed the  means t o  contr ibute  subs t an t i a l ly  t o  the l i b r a r y  under t h e i r  
supervision. 

s iona l  a c t i v i t y  i n  Cairo canno% be considered a t r u e  pat tern.  Rather, it nay 
i d e n t i f y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wfiich possessed l ibraries during the  f i f t e e n t h  century. 
Since t h e  compilers of t h e  biographical sources were not pr imari ly  concerned 
about t h e  fortunes of persons engaged i n  t h i s  ac t iv i ty ,  they  did not include 
everyone who held a l ib ra r i ansh ip  i n  t h e i r  works. 
t ha t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  noted represented the  t o t a l  number of col lect ions.  
For example, the  major co l l ec t ion  housed i n  t h e  ManqQrihya Madrasa (the tomb 
of Sul tan Qalii'Cn) (12) was not associated Kith any person who held t h e  pos t  
i n  the biopraphical sources. Also, t he  l a r g e r  groupings of references d id  
not adhere t o  t h e  order of rank and qua l i ty  es tabl ished i n  pa t t e rn  surveys 

located i n  t h e  vicinity of t he  Fes t iva l  Gate Square m - ' f d )  r-d a 
c lus t e r  of references but  no concentration. 
Bayn al-Qagrayn, which cons t i tu ted  t h e  major center  of higher l e g a l  s tud ie s  
i n  t h e  PIam3.uk s t a t e ,  only t h e  ;a'hrfya Madrasa w a s  represented. 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  these  co l l eg ia t e  groups possessed famous l i b r a r i e s .  
evidence did not i nd ica t e  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  they de f in i t e ly  possessed. 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  located i n  the o ld  Fztimid c i t y ,  only the  Ashrafxya Madrasa, 
founded by Sultan Barsbay, exhibit6d a concentration. 
ences whatsoever t o  al-Aehar. 

the only other  s ign i f i can t  concentration of pos i t ions  i n  t h e  northeast .  I n  
the  southeast  among the  amirate madrasas ( i n s t i t u t i o n s  founded pr imari ly  by 
Mamluk - d r s ) ,  MaQnCclrya stood out  with t h e  only concentration. 
SarghatmshQa and three  other  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were represented. I n  summary, 
t h e  data available d id  establish the  old FZ$imid c i ty  i n  t h e  northeast  p a r t  
of Cairo as t h e  primary reposi tory of book co l lec t ions ,  s ince  t h e  majori ty  
of references t o  pos i t ions  were located there ,  All t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which 
were designated enjoyed suf f ic ien t  support from endowment t o  have maintained 
x e c t i o n s .  Most of them were mentfoned by al-MaqrTzT as r epos i to r i e s  of 
col lect ions.  (13) Further general izat ions are not i n  order since severa l  
prominent libraries were not  designated. 

l i b r a r i a n q s  pos i t ion  i n  a pre-modern soc ie ty  which possessed highly literate 
classes. Scholarship and higher education i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Muslim world during 
t h e  later Middle Ages was predicated on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of manuscript source 
materials. 

Individuals  of 

They t e n d e d t o  remain i n  t h i s  posi t ion,  which con- 

Data avai lable  f o r  the librarians concerning t h e  sites of t h e i r  profes- 

Therefore, we cannot claim 

of other  professional  a c t i v i t i e s .  For example, the  khinqHhs and madrasas L 

I n  the rnadrasas along t h e  

Most of t h e  
Yet t h e  

O f  t he  

There were-er- 

Among t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of secondary rank, t h e  BSsiti'ya Madrasa exhibi ted 

Shaykh-a, 

To conclude t h i s  brief inquiry,  I wish t o  stress t he  existence of t h e  

Given the i r  value and scarc i ty ,  co l lec t ions  of these materials L 
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\..-., were monopolized i n  e l i t i s t  religio-academic ins t i tu t ions .  Their care  and 
supervision were entrusted, indeed awarded, t o  persons who had e i the r  r i s en  
t o  modest s t a t u s  i n  the soc ia l  hierarchy of the  literary e l i t e  or  who had 
at ta ined wide renown i n  t h a t  hierarchy and were seeking a respectable means 
of retirement. 

Notes t o  this a r t i c l e .  (1) al-Sakhawi, al-Daw' a l - l a '  fi a'ygn 
al-qarn al-t3si ' ( C  a i ro ,  1934); Ibn TaghrfiirdT, al-Manhal al-gSfI 
wa-alaustawff ba'da al-wafff,  First volume (220 biographies) i n  p r i n t  

Cairo, 1956 ; remainder of the work i n  MS (Dar al-Kutub, TSrZkh: 1113). 
12) There ;re only 38 cases of l i b ra r i ans  reported, out o f e  4631 
biographies surveyed and more than 1050 spec i f ic  occupations. 
(3) al-Maqrisi, al-MuwZ ' i?  wa-al-i ' t i b s  fi dhikr al-khi$at wa-al-ithGr 
(Bulaq, Cairo, 18531, vol. 2; f o r  example, the  case of JamtWya M adras a,  
pp. 401-403. 
( b )  The six professional categories were: I--Ekecutive military, 
11--Bureaucratic ( f inancial-secretar ia l )  
V-Scholarly-Educational, VI--Religious functionary. 
( 5 )  
vol. 1 of MS. f .  m26. 

I11 --Legal, IV--Artisan-Comercial, 

alSakhiTwl, Oaw', vol. 2,  p.  36, no. lo&; Ibn Taghrfbirfl ,  Manhal, 

(6) al-Maqrklf, Khitat, vol.  2 ,  p. 395; 'AH Muba'rak, al-Khitet al-TawffqPyah 
al-jadZdah l i - M i a r f i i r a h  (Cairo, 1888), vole  2 ,  p. 34, vol. 5,  p. 109, 
vol. 6, p. I&; K. A. C. Creswll, Map of Cairo shouing Muhammedanmonuments 
(Cairo, 19hl), sec. 6 4 ,  no. 118; idem,, "A b r i e f  chronology of the  Muhammedan 
monuments of Cairo,I1 BIFAO, vol. =918), p. 117. 
(7)  

\ ,  - vol. 3. f. 2%b. 

- 
a l S a k h M ,  -' Daw' vol. 9, p.  137, no. 350; Ibn TaghrZbirH, Manhal -' 

(8) 
(9 )  
(10) 
(11) 
p, 9; 

(13) 

Variet ies  of former o r  secondary occupations from which Fif teenth Century 
Cairo l i b ra r i ans  were drawn. 
Category I I Executive military. Total  2. 

Category I1 : Bureaucratic ( f inanc ia l - secre ta r ia l )  Total  19. 

Z-KaqrfzE, Khitat, vol. 2, pa 120-121. 
al-SakhZwX, w v o l .  8, p. 292,  no, 812. 
Ibid. ,  vo l . f , p .  178, no. 696. 
= q r i d ,  Khitat, vol. 2, p. 403; 

* (12) al-MaqrIz%',ikiitat, vo le  2, p. 379,73%. 
Ibid., pp. 3--; sect ion on madrasas. 

'All MubGak, vol. 5 ,  p. 38, Val. 6, 
__cc Creswell, Map, sec. 8-E, no. 218; idem.,lVhronolog~', pp. 32-33. 

- 

Murattib-JawXlT ( o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  bureau of minority t a x  rece ip ts )  
Khlacfakl (Mamluk am€r) 1 

ShHhid (notary) 
chancellery) 
f inanc ia l  bureau) 1 ; Kutakallim (spokesman, agent) 1 ; Muwaqqi' (c le rk)  1 ; 
Muwaqqi' d€wSn-insh2il (c lerk i n  the  documents bureau) 
waz€r (c le rk  i n  the  Vizier ' s  bureau) 1 ; NPib-nBzir ( a s s i s t an t  cont ro l le r )  
2 ; N + i r  ( f inanc ia l  cont ro l le r )  2 j Nhpir-jaysh (control ler  of the a m )  1 ; 
N%@r-awqaf (cont ro l le r  of pious t r u s t  foundations) 1 . 
'Aqd (Legal contract  maker) 10 ; Faqrh (Legist, jurisprudent) 2; 

Muftr (Jur isconsul t )  
Jus t ice)  
Q H g  (Judge) 

1 ; 

b ; Kiitib (secretary)  1 ; Kiitib sirr  (secretary of  t h e  
Muba'shir (steward) 1 ; MubEshir d€Gn (steward i n  the  2 ; 

1 ; Muwaqqi' d3wXn- 

Category 1111 Legal. Total  31. 
1 ; Shaykh 

4 ; QS$ ShZfi'I (Shzfi'f chief jus t ice)  

1 ; Mufti D& ikl-'Adl (Juriscongult i n  the Palace of 
9 ; 1 ; NB1ib-Hukm (Deputy judge) 1 j N3ib=QX$i (Deputy judge) 

2 . 
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Categery XB: Artisan-Comercial. Tota l  7. 

Category 8:  Scholarly-Educational. Total  53.  

Tabib (Physician) 1 ; Habba (Weaver) 1 ; Ne'sikh (Copyist) h ; 
Rhii:dim ( servant )  1 . * 

ShatranjE (Chess master) 1 ; Shaykh-Tapamf (Shaykh of 
mystic pr inc ip les )  1 ; I s m i '  (Professor,  witness of formal tex tua l  recita- 
t i o n )  l ; Mu'allim-Kitaah (Teacher of wri t ing)  l ; Mu'Id (Repet i tor)  2 ; 
Mu'Id-Hanafl: (Repetitor of the yanafI Madhhab) 2 ; M u ' f d - p i t h  (Repet i tor  
of Pro6hetic Tradi t ions)  1 ; Mudarris (Professor) 16 j Mudarris-Sha'fi'€ 
(Professor of t he  Shzfi ' f  Hadhhab) 2 j Mudarris-IqrSt (Professor of recita- 
t i o n )  l j Mudarris-Fiqh (Professor of jurisprudence) l j Nudarris-ljadl"Lh 
(Professor of Prophetic Tradi t ions)  3 ; Hudarris-Ijanafr (Professor of t h e  
H a n d  Madhhab) 
fiudarris-Tafsxr (Professor of Koranic exegesis)  
o f  Prophetic Tradi t ions)  
Muqrf-Aytb (Koran teacher i n  an orphanage S C ~ Q O ~ )  
of Prophetic Traditions) 
Mu'addib-AtfZl (Elementary teacher  i n  a Koran school) 2 j Na"b-Mudarris- 
Had€th (Assis tant  i n s t ruc to r  of Prophetic Tradi t ions)  
1 ; Putasaddfr (Frofsssor,, i n s t ruc to r )  
of Koranic readings) 1 . 
Im&n (Prayer leader )  
a s c r i p t u r a l  cho i r )  
Khat5b (Preacher of t h e  Friday sermon) 

1 ; Shc ' i r  (Poet)  

1 ; M u d a r r i s - T a t a d  (Professor of mystic p r inc ip l e s )  2 ; 
3 ; Mu$addith (Transmitter 

(Reader of s e r i p t u r i l  books) 1 ; 

1 ; Muqrr-A$fa'l (Elementary Koran teacher)  

2 j Kuqrr-Kutub 

1 ; 
P ; Muqrz-Hadith (Reader 

1 ; N a h d  (Grammarian) 
3 ; Plutasaddir-Qira '8  (Professor  

Category TI1 : Religious furnctionay. Total  23. 

1 ; Yiqatf (Time keeper) 
9 j Euqri (Koran reader) 1 ; Muqrz-Jawq (Reader i n  

1 ; Mutsqqit ( T i m e  keeper) 1 ; 
10 . 

C a r l  Pe t ry  is  a doctoral  s tudent  a t  the  University of Michigan. 

L- 

COLLATION FROM OTHER LIBRARY AREAS TOUCHING MIDDLE EAST INTFBESTS: 

Seminar on t h e  Acquisit ion of Publications from the  Third World, Brighton, 

On behalf of the Ligue des Bibliothiques Europ6ennes de Recherche, t h e  

17th - 20th September, 19'73, Notes by Wolfgang Behn 

University of Sussex a t  Brighton organized t h i s  Seminar which was attended 
by some 35 scholars  and l i b r a r i a n s  from eleven European countr ies  as w e l l  as 
from Australia and the United States, 
of t h e  t h i r d  world, i.e., the Near and t h e  Far East ,  Africa and Lat in  America. 

had been sen t  t o  the pa r t i c ipan t s  beforehand--discussed the  problems of 
acquis i t ion  and bibl iographical  control  of material from the  t h i r d  world. 
It w a s  agreed t h a t  the co l lec t ion  of such material must proceed from coopera- 
t i o n  with libraries, bibl iograpbical  cen t res  and t h e  book t rade  i n  t h e  
countr ies  of the t h i r d  world. The main p a r t  of t h e  discussion centred around 
the  d i f f i c u l t y  of obtaining book material through commercial channels, and 
around the  possible  termination of the PL 480 Program. Although there  was 
general  agreement t h a t  t h e  Ligue (LIBER) should try t o  set  up i t s  own book 
procurement centres ,  it was hoped t h a t  arrangements could be worked out  with t h e  
Library of Congress with a v i e w  t o  sharing t h e  cos t s  of f i e l d  of f ices .  
opinion on t h e  usefulness of such procurement centres  was not  unanimous since 
some pa r t i c ipan t s  favoured purchasing t r i p s .  

The pa r t i c ipan t s  represented all areas  

The wel l  organized meeting--most of t he  papers t o t a l l i n g  some 350 pages 

But 

'- 
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There was general  agreement that ,  since l i b r a r i e s  a r e  no longer ab le  

In  t h i s  

t o  co l lec t  everything, be t t e r  coordination and cooperation are required t o  
assure that a t  least one copy of each publication of research value is  
available i n  one European l i b ra ry  prepared t o  lend it t o  others. 
context a l s o  the  poss ib i l i t y  of trans-Atlantic cooperation was briefly 
touched upon. 

From now on, libraries are less l ike ly  t o  expand a t  t h e  previous rate, 
and therefore resource centres as they ex i s t  i n  Germany and other COuntrieS 
should be extended t o  all European countries. 
inter- l ibrary loan is bound t o  be of ever increasing importance. 
i f  it were possible t o  borrow books over boundaries within a f e w  days ,  
it would be of less importance where a book was located as long a8 a t  least 
one copy was i n  a European library. 

The par t ic ipants  of the  Seminar agreed t h a t  a working par ty  w i t h  
c lea r ly  defined functions should be set  up by LIBER with a view t o  act ing 
upon the recommendations which were passed unanimously. 
ingfu l  decisions can be taken u n t i l  coordination on the nat ional  l eve l  
has been completed. 

American Library Association - 1973 and January, 197&, 

L/ 

I n  these c i rcmstances  
Indeed, 

However, no mean- 

Notes by John Elts 

I n  June of 1973 the  Asian and African Section of ACRL met a t  the  
Las Vegas Convention Center for a program on "Serials  and other  materials 
i n  Non-Western languages." 
Se r i a l s  Section of RTSD. 

The panel was composed of Henry Scholberg of t he  Ames Collection of 
the  University of Minnesota, discussing the  usefulness of PL 480 programs; 
Joseph Howard, Chief, Serials Division, Library of Congress, discussing 
serials a t  LC; and Lion-The Kho, Southeast Asian Division of Yale University 
Library, with an excel lent  discussion of t h e  problems of cataloging non- 
western language se r i a l s .  

The discussion by Henry Scholberg considered t h e  need for selectivity 
i n  the PL 480 programs. 

This view was vehemently opposed by Maureen Patterson of the University 
of Chicago who ins i s t ed  that a number of l i b r a r i e s  must co l lec t  comprehen- 
sively.  She fe l t  t h a t  one o r  two  l i b r a r i e s  with comprehensive col lect ions 
would not be enough t o  meet t h e  nat ional  demands and in te r - l ib rary  borrowing 
would put a heavy demand on t h e i r  resources. 

A t  t h e  mid-winter meeting of ALA held i n  January, 197&, a t  the Palmer 
House i n  Chicago, there  was a meeting of the  Executive Committee of t h e  
Asian and African Section of ACRL. The Executive Committee voted ta encour- 
age par t ic ipa t ion  i n  AAS by members of the  various area spec ia l i s t  l i b r a r i a n  
groups. The Secretary was directed t o  send l e t t e r s  to each of the  area 
l ibrar ians '  organizations invi t ing them t o  send representatives t o  a l l  of 
t h e  meetings. 
spec ia l i s t  organizations is  t o  coordinate the  work of similar organizations 
and t o  make them a l l  more effect ive.  

AS MELA FYesident, I have received the l e t t e r  and would l i k e  t o  ask for  
volunteers for  the  posit ion of o f f i c i a l  representative of MELA t o  AAS-ACRL. 
This would require t h a t  the  person be able t o  a t tend both the  mid-winter and 
summer conferences of ALA. 
'75 W i l l  be i n  Chicago, and Summer of '75 will be i n  San Francisco.) mone 
wishing t o  volunteer f o r  t he  posit ion of o f f i c i a l  delegate t o  AAS-ACRL should 
write t o  either Martha Dukas o r  myself. 

The program was j o i n t l y  sponsored with the  

\- 

The purpose of having representatives from each of t h e  

(Summer of 874 w i l l  be i n  New York, m i d d t e r  

u 
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The S m e r  convention w i l l  be held i n  Mew York t h i s  coming July 7-12. 

8:30 t o  
The Asian and African Section will have an executive meeting on Monday, 
8 July a t  8 A.M. The program meeting w i l l  be Wednesday, 10 July, 
lot30 P.M. The theme of t he  program i s  "Library Support of Non-Western 
Studies." 
l i b r a r i e s  supporting teaching and research i n  non-western area s tudies .  

The i n t e n t  i s  t o  g ive  some introduct ion t o  guidel ines  f o r  

In te rna t iona l  Congress of Or i en ta l i s t s  and In t e rna t iona l  P-ssociation of 
Or i en ta l i s t  Librarians,  Par i s ,  1973. 

The LC Information Bul le t in  ( v -  32, no. 34, Aug. 24, 1973) has a f u l l  
repor t  on t h e  F a r i s  meetings (as well as on the  Association of Jewish Librar ies  
1973 convention i n  Los Angeles). A number of papers touched on Middle East 
i n t e r e s t s ,  and we hope t h e  i n f o m a t i o n  and ideas given can be published. 

on the r e s u l t s  of her questionnaire answered by MELA members and others.  
t r ans l a t ion  i n  English with addi t ions w i l l  l a t e r  be avai lable .  It i s  on 
acquis i t ion  and cataloging problems r e l a t ing  t o  Asian languages. 

The I A O L  Newsletter ( 5 ,  Sept. 1973) published the  r epor t  by Mme. C. Rageau 
A 

LIBRARY TOURS, LaOK-INS AND NOTICES 

The Near Eastern Division of the University of Michigan Librar ies ,  under 
the sponsorship of the Center for Near Eastern and North African Studies ,  has 
developed a computer program t o  maintain accurate cataloging s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  
the Division. An add i t iona l  feature of the program w i l l  allow a subject  
analysis  of t h e  co l lec t ions  based on the two l e t t e r s  of t he  LC c l a s s i f i ca t ion .  i 

S t a t i s t i c s  are recorded by each person i n  the Division as each indiv idua l  

Information now coded includes: language; r e l a t i o n  of book t o  co l l ec t ions  

t a s k  is  completed. 
computer card f o r  each type of information. 

(i.e., new t i t l e ,  ed i t i on ) ;  type of card used t o  catalog (i.e.,  LC o r  o r i g i n a l ) ;  
source of publ icat ion (i .e. ,  PL 480); LC c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  ( 2  l e t t e r s  only). 

I n  preparat ion f o r  t h e  implementation of t h i s  pro jec t ,  h i s t o r i c a l  statis- 
t i cs  Were compiled. From July,  
1961, through December, 1973, Michigan has done 83 percent o r ig ina l  cataloging 
i n  Arabic, 79 percent i n  Pers ian and 8L percent i n  Turkish. 

co l lec t ions .  
kn Persian and 6,000 i n  Turkish. 
ing minor languages such as Armenian and Pushto) is  50,000 volumes. 

The cataloger  makes a penc i l  mark on an o p t i c a l l y  read 

Following are some t h a t  might be of i n t e r e s t .  

Also of note and no t  previously ava i lab le  i s  t h e  s i z e  of the  vernacular 
Michigan has 28,000 volumes i n  Arabic, 9,000 i n  Hebrew, 6,000 

Total  of t h e  vernacular co l lec t ions  ( includ-  

An update on s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  McGill Universi ty 's  I n s t i t u t e  of Islamic 
Studies  Library shows 9,000 volumes i n  Turkish, 9,000 i n  Urdu and a few 
hundreds each i n  Armenian and Hebrew. 
are 230, manuscripts 160, maps 200, and tapes/dises  402. 

Currently received vernacular serials 

Middle East co l lec t ions  s t i l l  t o  be counted include Dropsie University,  
t h e  Library of Congress, Princeton University, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, and t h e  University of Texas (Islamic languages co l lec t ion) .  


