
Print Catalogs of Islamic Manuscripts

al-Beruni Institute for Oriental Studies, Uzbekistan

Khabibullaev Akram

University of Chicago

A
s it is known, there are number of collections of oriental
manuscripts in several museums, libraries and research institutes

in Uzbekistan. The al-Beruni Institute for Oriental Studies at the
Uzbek Academy of Sciences, established in 1943, is one of the largest
and richest repositories of Islamic manuscripts in the world. It has
a large collection of manuscripts in Arabic, Persian and Turkish lan-
guages, which were produced during the over thousand years. Most
ancient manuscripts deposited at the Institute belong to the 4th Cen-
tury of Hijri.

The manuscripts deposited at the Institute cover a wide range of
subjects: history, philosophy, philology, law, astronomy, medicine, ge-
ography, mathematics, religious, etc. These are all of great significance
for the study of not only Central Asian peoples’ heritage but also other
countries of Islamic world.

The manuscripts of the al-Beruni Institute number about 26,000 vol-
umes (approximately 45,000 works) in three different collections:

• The Main collection (13,000 volumes), which was created from the
holdings of Navai Public Library in 1943;

• The Doublet Collection (5,000 volumes), which was formed to hold
works in numerous copies.

• The Sulaimanov collection (7,300 volumes). In 1999, the Sulaimanov
Institute of Manuscripts was dissolved, and its holdings were trans-
ferred to the al-Beruni Institute.

All these collections have separate card catalogs. It should be noted,
however, that the information offered by the catalog cards of main col-
lection is more accurate than that offered by the others. The cards are
arranged alphabetically by authors, titles, subjects and shelf numbers.
They contain brief codicological information about manuscripts.

The manuscripts have been partially described in diverse published
catalogs, and my aim here is to provide a listing of these print catalogs.
This consolidated list will be of great interest to researchers.
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1. Epifanova, L. (1965). Rukopisnye istochniki Instituta Vostokovedenia
Akademii Nauk UzSSR po istorii Srednei Azii perioda prisoedineniia
k Rossii (Bukhara). Tashkent: Fan.

2. Urunbaev, A., & Epifanova, L. (1965). Rukopisi proizvedenii Abdar-
rakhmana Zhami v sobranii Instituta Vostokovedeniia AN UzSSR.
Tashkent: Fan.

3. Munirov, Q., & Nosirov, A. (1970) Alisher Navoii asarlarin-
ing UzSSR fanlar akademiiasi Sharqshunoslik instituti tuplamidagi
qulëzmalari . Toshkent: Fan.

4. Kazyberdov, A.L. (1975). Sochineniia Abu Nasra al-Farabi v
rukopisiakh Instituta Vostokovedeniia AN UzSSR. Tashkent: Fan.

5. Munirov, K. (1975). Amir Khusrav Dehlavii qǔlëzma asarlari kata-
logi . Toshkent: Fan.

6. Ismailova, E. (1980). Sharq miniatiurasi Uzbekiston SSR Fanlar
Akademiiasi Abu Raihon Berunii Nomidagi Sharqshunoslik Instituti
= Vostochnaia miniatiura v sobranii Instituta vostokovedeniia imeni
Abu Raikhon Beruni Akademii nauk UzSSR = Oriental miniatures of
Abu Raihon Beruni Institute of Orientology of the UzSSR Academy
of Sciences. Toshkent: Gafur Gulom Nomidagi Adabiët va San ′at
nashriëti.

7. Sulaimon, H. (1981). Alisher Navoii asarlarining badiii qulëzmalari =
Khudozhestvenno oformlennye rukopisi proizvedenii Alishera Navoi
= Artistically illustrated manuscripts of works by Alisher Navoi =
Künstlerische Gestaltung der Handschriften von Werken Alischer
Nawois . Toshkent: Uzbekiston KP MK nasriëti.

8. Vakhabova, B. (1982). Rukopisi proizvedenii Ibn Siny v sobranii In-
stituta Vostokovedeniia AN UzSSR. Tashkent: Fan.

9. Munirov, K., & Hakimov, M. (1986). Alisher Navoii “Hamsa”sining
qǔlëzmalari katalogi . Toshkent: H.S. Sulaimanov nomidago
Qulëzmalar instituti.

10. Semenov, A.A. (Ed.). (1952—1987). Sobranie vostochnykh rukopisei
Akademii Nauk Uzbekskoi SSR. 11 volumes. Tashkent: Fan.

11. Qaiumov, A. P. (1988—1989). Katalog fonda Instituta Rukopisei . 2
volumes. Tashkent: Fan.

12. Qosimkhonov, B. (1988). Alisher Navoii asarlarining toshbosma
nashrlari tavsifi . Toshkent: H.S. Sulaimanov nomidago Qulëzmalar
instituti.
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13. Bobokhanov, Sh. & Mansurov, A. (1993). Naqshbandiia tariqatiga
oid qǔlëzmalar fihristi . Toshkent:

14. al-Farfūr, ↪A. al-H. āfiz., M. (1995). al-Muntaqá min Makht.ūt.āt
Ma↪had al-Bayrūn̄ı lil-Dirāsāt al-Sharq̄ıyah bi-Tashqand . Dubayy:
Markaz Jum↪ah al-Mājid lil-Thaqāfah wa-al-Turāth.

15. S̄ımı̄yūnūf, A. (1375/1996). Majmū↪ah-i nusakhhā-yi khat.t.̄ı Fārs̄ı-
i Farhangistān-i ↪Ulūm-i Jumhūr̄ı-i Uzbakistān. Tihrān: Sāzmān-i
Madārik-i Farhanḡı-i Inqilāb-i Islāmı̄, Gurūh-i Intishārāt. (6 volumes)

16. Urunbaev, A., Mujani, A., & Musaev, Sh. (1376/1997). Fihrist-
i nusakh-i khat.t.-i Fārs̄ı-i Ganj̄ına-i Inst̄ıtū-yi Sharqshinās̄ı-i Abū
Rayh. ān Bı̄rūn̄ı-i Taskand . Tihrān: Daftar-i Mut.āla↪āt-i Siyās̄ı va
Bayn al-Milal̄ı.

17. Masharipova, G. (1997). Khorazmda bitilgan qǔlëzmalar . Toshkent.

18. IUsupova, D. & Dzhalilova, R. (1998). Sobranie vostochnykh rukopi-
sei Akademii Nauk Respubliki Uzbekistan. Istoriia. Tashkent: Fan.

19. Vil ′danova, A. (1998). Sobranie vostochnykh rukopisei Akademii
Nauk Respubliki Uzbekistan. Tochnye i estestvennye nauki. Tashkent:
Fan.

20. Mūjān̄ı, A., et al. (1377/1998). Fihrist-i nāmgū-yi nusakh-i khat.t.̄ı-i
makhzan-i H. amı̄d Sulaymān-i Inst̄ıtū-yi Sharqshināsi-i Abū Rayh. ān
Bı̄rūn̄ı (Uzbakistān). Qum: Kitābkhānah-i Buzurg-i H. az..rat-i al-
↪Uz.má Mar↪ash̄ı Najaf̄ı.

21. Mūjān̄ı, A., et al. (1378/1999). Fihrist-i nusakh-i khat.t.̄ı Fārs̄ı-
i Anst̄ıtū-yi Sharqshinas̄ı-i Abū Rayh. ān Bı̄rūn̄ı-i Farhangistān-i
↪Ulūm-i Uzbakistān. Tihrān: Kitābkhānah-i Buzurg-i H. az..rat-i al-
↪Uz.má Mar↪ash̄ı Najaf̄ı.

22. Ghulomov, S. et al. (2000). Kratkii catalog sufiiskikh proizvedenii
XVIII—XX vv. iz sobraniia Instituta Vostokovedeniia Akademii Nauk
Respubliki Uzbekistan im. al-Beruni . [Handlist of Sufi Manuscripts
(18th—20th Centuries) in the holdings of the Oriental Institute,
Academy of Sciences, Republic of Uzbekistan]. Berlin: Das Arabische
Buch.

23. Khikmatullaev, Kh. & Karimova, S. (2000). Sobranie vos-
tochnykh rukopisei Akademii Nauk Respubliki Uzbekistan. Meditsina.
Tashkent: Izd-vo narodnogo naslediia im. Abdully Kadiri.

24. Urunbaev, A., et al. (2001). Katalog khivinskikh kaziiskikh doku-
mentov XIX — nachalo XX vv. Tashkent-Kyoto.
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25. Urunbayif, A., Mūjān̄ı, A., & Mūsāyif, Sh. (1381/2002). Fihrist-
i nusakhha-i khat.t.̄ı Fārsi-i Ganj̄ınah-i Inst̄ıtū-yi Sharqshinās̄ı-i Abū
Rayh. ān Bı̄rūn̄ı-i Tashkand . Tihrān: Kitābkhānah-i Buzurg-I H. az..rat-
i al-↪Uz.má Mar↪ash̄ı Najaf̄ı.

26. Babadzhanov, B. et al. (2002). Katalog sufischer Handschriften aus
der Bibliothek des Instituts für Orientalistik der Akademie der Wis-
senschaften, Republik Usbekistan. Herausgeber, Jürgen Paul = Kat-
alog sufiiskikh proizvedenii XVIII—XX vv. iz sobranii Instituta Vos-
tokovedeniia im. Abu Raikhana al-Biruni Akademii Nauk Respubliki
Uzbekistan. Stuttgart : F. Steiner.

27. Madraimov, A., Musaev, Sh. & Ismailova, I. (2001). Oriental Minia-
tures. The Collection of the Beruni Institute of Oriental Studies of
the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Volume I:
14th-17th centuries. Tashkent: Media Land.
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