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JoAnne McFarland O’Rourke is the Human Research Protections Officer at the 
Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR), Institute 
for Social Research, University of Michigan. She composed ICPSR’s first 
disclosure review board (DRB) in 2000 for the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Data Archive and led the DRB for the following 11 years. She has led 
training in disclosure risk identification and mitigation for ICPSR staff and 
nationally, including for a 5-day certificate course in ICPSR’s 2012 Summer 
Program in Quantitative Methods.  
 
Ms. O’Rourke led the development of ICPSR’s decision rules for assessing 
disclosure risk for all incoming data collections and leads ICPSR’s efforts to 
develop tools for assessing and mitigating risk to both ensure human subjects 
protections and facilitate more rapid data release. In 2009, she developed and 
began advancing the concept of moving disclosure risk assessment to the 
beginning of the survey process, once data collection instruments and survey 
design are finalized but before data collection begins.  
 
Ms. O’Rourke chairs ICPSR’s Online Analysis Committee (OAC) and was 
instrumental in the development of Secure Survey Documentation and Analysis 
(SSDA), a system that provides online analysis of restricted-use data. She also 
wrote the user requirements for ICPSR’s Virtual Data Enclave (VDE), a system 
providing secure access to restricted-use data via a Web portal, and she was 
pivotal in developing this capability for ICPSR.  
 
Ms. O’Rourke’s research interests are in the areas of disclosure risk assessment 
and methods of securely providing data access to broad audiences. Prior to her 
current role, she led the substance abuse and mental health program at ICPSR 
for 14 years, and she was Principal Investigator of an NICHD-funded survey of 
NSF and NIH researchers that investigated data sharing practices, knowledge 
regarding disclosure risk, and practices used to limit risk. 
 
Ms. O’Rourke holds a Master of Social Work degree from the University of 
Michigan and a Bachelor of Science degree, Magna cum Laude, from Western 
Michigan University.  
 
 
 
 
	  


