
English 370  Problems 1-4 
Introduction to Language  Western Washington University  

 

1. Turkish (Altaic) 

  1) deniz ...................................... ‘an ocean’ 9) elim ............................................... ‘my hand’ 

  2) denize ................................ ‘to an ocean’ 10) eller ....................................................‘hands’ 

  3) denizin............................... ‘of an ocean’ 11) diler ................................................... ‘teeth’ 

  4) eve ....................................... ‘to a house’ 12) diimizin ...................................‘of our tooth’ 

  5) evden ...............................‘from a house’ 13) dilerimizin............................... ‘of our teeth’ 

  6) evtikden..................‘from a little house’ 14) eltike....................................‘to a little hand’ 

  7) deniztikde................... ‘in a little ocean’ 15) denizlerimizde....................... ‘in our oceans’ 

  8) elde ........................................‘in a hand’ 16) evtikimde ......................‘in my little house’ 

17) kutuklarmz ................‘our little birds’ 19) kztklarnza ............ ‘to your[pl] little girls’ 

18) kolumdan........................‘from my  arm’ 20) ultuklerimin ..................‘of my little roses’ 

 

2. Rotokas (East Papuan) 

 1) avaravere.............................. ‘I’ll go.’  13) avaraepa.............................. ‘I went.’ 

 2) avauvere ..........................‘You’ll go.’ 14) avauepa..........................‘You went.’ 

 3) avarovere........................... ‘He’ll go.’ 15) avaroepa...........................‘He went.’ 

 4) pauravere.............................. ‘I’ll sit.’ 16) pauraepa................................. ‘I sat.’ 

 5) pauuvere.......................... ‘You’ll sit.’ 17) pauuepa.............................‘You sat.’ 

 6) paurovere .......................... ‘He’ll sit.’ 18) pauroepa ............................. ‘He sat.’ 

 7) vokaavere ......................... ‘I’ll walk.’ 19) vokaava........................... ‘I walked.’ 

 8) vokarivere ................... ‘You’ll walk.’ 20) vokariva .....................‘You walked.’ 

 9) vokarevere..................... ‘He’ll walk.’ 21) vokareva ...................... ‘He walked.’ 

 10) pauavere ..................... ‘I’ll build (it).’ 22) pauava............................‘I built (it).’ 

 11) paurivere ...............‘You’ll build (it).’ 23) pauriva ..................... ‘You built (it).’ 

 12) paurevere................. ‘He’ll build (it).’ 24) paureva ...................... ‘He built (it).’ 
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3. Amharic (Afro-Asiatic) 

 Past Tense Present Tense Imperative Infinitive

 1) ‘take’ ....................wsd .............. yiwsidal .................wisd................mwsd 

 2) ‘join’ ....................t’m .............. yit’imal .................it’m................mt’m 

 3) ‘trade’...................nd............... yinidal..................nid ................mnd 

 4) ‘repeat’ .................dm ............. yidimal.................dim ...............mdm 

 5) ‘resemble’ ............msl............... yimsilal ..................misl.................mmsl 

 6) ‘get down’ ............wrd .............. yiwridal .................wird ................mwrd 

 

4. Mexican Spanish (Indo-European) 

 1) mutato.................. ‘boy’ 7) mutata ............ ‘girl’ 13) ixo............................‘son’ 

 2) tio ........................ ‘uncle’ 8) tia.....................‘aunt’ 14) ixa .................. ‘daughter’ 

 3) sobrino .............‘nephew’ 9) sobrina ........... ‘niece’ 15) poeta ...................... ‘poet’ 

 4) madre ................‘mother’ 10) padre............. ‘father’ 16) ombre .................... ‘man’ 

 5) muxer ............... ‘woman’ 11) xente ............ ‘people’ 17) amante .................. ‘lover’ 

 6) mutatos.............. ‘boys’ 12) mutatas..........‘girls’ 18) ixos................ ‘offspring’ 

 19) buena xente ....................‘nice people’ 20) muxeres biexas .........................‘old women’ 

 21) mutatos tikos................ ‘little boys’ 22) amante uapo .................... ‘handsome lover’ 

 23) padres rikos ................... ‘rich parents’ 24) amantes uapas ...................... ‘pretty lovers’ 

 25) mutatas tikas .................‘little girls’ 26) poetas preferidos...................‘favorite poets’ 

 27) tia preferida ..................‘favorite aunt’ 28) ombres brabos............................‘brave men’ 

 29) poetas pobres .................. ‘poor poets’ 30) ombres randes ..............................‘big men’ 

 31) ixo rande..............................‘big son’ 32) mutata pobre...............................‘poor girl’ 
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