English 370

Introduction to Language

Problems 1-4

Western Washington University

1. Turkish (Altaic)

1) deniz....ccoeevcvveveiieeieeeiee, ‘anocean”  9) elim.....cccooceiiiiiiiiiii ‘my hand’
2) denize.......cccovviviiieniennnnn, ‘toanocean’ 10) eller.....cccvvviiiiiniiiiiiiiiiieec e ‘hands’
3) denizin.........coceeeveeeneeenne. ‘ofanocean’ 11) difler ... ‘teeth’
4) Ve .o ‘toahouse’ 12) difimizin.......ccccoevriiiiiiiininnnnn, ‘of our tooth’
5) evden....ccoooveeviiriieninennn ‘fromahouse’ 13) diflerimizin...........ccccvovvvvnnnnne. ‘of our teeth’
6) evtfikden.................. ‘fromallittle house” 14) eltfike......cccoovvviiiriniiiiinnnnnnn, ‘to a little hand’
7) deniztfikde................... ‘inalittle ocean’ 15) denizlerimizde...........c.......... ‘in our oceans’
8) elde...coovieiiiiiiieiee ‘inahand” 16) evtfikimde ...................... ‘inmy little house’
17) kuftfuklarimiz ................ ‘our little birds”  19) kiztfiklariniza............ ‘to your[pl] little girls’
18) kolumdan........................ ‘frommy arm’ 20) giiltfiklerimin .................. ‘of my little roses’
2. Rotokas (East Papuan)

1) avaravere........cccceveveeennnn. ‘Pllgo.”  13) avaraepa..........c.cceeeeeene. ‘I went.’

2) AVaUVEIE.....ccceeveeieenienins ‘You’llgo.”  14) avauepa...........cceee.. “You went.’

3) AVArOVErE.......cccocervreenene ‘He’llgo.”  15) avaroepa..........c.ccceeeeeee. ‘He went.’

4) PaAUraVErE......cccevveeeriierieanens Pllsit”  16) pauraepPa.......cccceeceevereerennens ‘I sat.”

5) pauUUVErE.......ccevvevreieennnns ‘“Youwllsit.”  17) pauuepa.........c.cceceeveeenee. “You sat.’

6) PaUrOVEre ........cceevvervvennenn, ‘He’ll sit.” 18) pauroepa .......ccccceeeeerveennene ‘He sat.’

7) voKaavere..........cccoeerenn ‘Pllwalk.”  19) vokaava.........c..cccocveeenne. ‘l walked.”

8) vokarivere ................... ‘You’llwalk.”  20) wvokariva..........ccccuenee. “You walked.’

9) vokarevere..................... ‘He’llwalk.”  21) vokareva..........cc......... ‘He walked.’

10) pauavere.........cccceeunene ‘Cllbuild (it).”  22)  pauava..........ccccceeeeeeene ‘I built (it).”

11) paurivere............... “You’ll build (it).”  23) pauriva..........ccce...... “You built (it).”

12) paurevere................. ‘He’ll build (it).”  24) paureva..........cccceeu.e... ‘He built (it).’
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3. Amharic (Afro-Asiatic)

Past Tense Present Tense Imperative Infinitive

‘take’ .o Wosado ... yiwasidal ................. wisad....ceveeneene mowsad

JOIN i, gotomo........... yigotimal ................. gitom......o......... mogt om

‘trade’......cceeneen. nagada............... yinagidal.................. nigod .....cceeeee. mongad

‘repeat’ ..o dogomo ............. yidogimal................. digom ............... modgom

‘resemble’ ............ mosalo............... yimosilal.................. misol.......ccceee. momsal

‘getdown’ ............ worado .............. yiwaridal ................. wirad ................ mowrad

4. Mexican Spanish (Indo-European)

mutfatfo.........c.c..... ‘boy’ 7) mutfatfa............ ‘girl’  13) X0
1470 JOUUTU ‘uncle’ 8) tid...ccccooeieeenenn. ‘aunt’  14) ixa................. ‘daughter’
sobrino ............. ‘nephew’ 9) sobrina........... ‘niece’ 15) poeta......ccceeenenn.
madre ................ ‘mother’  10) padre............. ‘father’  16) ombre ........cccceeneee.
MUuXer............... ‘woman’  11) xente............ ‘people’ 17) amante..................
mutfatfos.............. ‘boys 12) mutfatfas.......... ‘girls’  18) iX0S....cccceennenn. ‘offspring’
buena xente .................... ‘nice people’  20) muxeres bieXas ........ccocereeeenne ‘old women’
mutfatfos tfikos................ ‘little boys’  22) amante guapo.........c.ce..... ‘handsome lover’
padres Tikos.........cc.oouee. ‘richparents’ 24) amantes guapas...........c.ee.... ‘pretty lovers’
mutfatfas tfikas.............. ‘little girls”  26) poetas preferidos................... ‘favorite poets’
tia preferida.................. ‘favoriteaunt’  28) ombres brabos...........c.cccceiininne. ‘brave men’
poetas pobres .................. ‘poor poets’  30) ombres grandes.........ccoocereiiriennnn ‘big men
ixo grande........ccoceeeriieninnnns ‘bigson”  32) mutfatfa pobre........ccooceviiiiinnnnn ‘poor girl’

These problems are available on the Web at
http://www.umich.edu/~jlawler/210Problems1-4.pdf
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