16 Conditional constructions

16.1 Hypothetical conditional witkley ‘if

The unmarked hypothetical conditional is of the formd8&y, S,). Both antecedent

and consequent clauses have main-clause form in the great majority of cases, so their
verbs have pronominal suffixes as appropridésy ‘i’ occurs at the end of the

antecedent clause, which normally precedes the consequent, though occasional textual
examples of postposed antecedent clauses (probably afterthoughts) have turned up.
The construction is very common, and often one can often tradsigtas ‘when...’

instead of as ‘if’. In other words, [8ley, S)] can indicate chronological sequencing,

as in the description of a complex activity involving multiple sequential actions, as
long as there is some connection between these actions (a necessary sequencing, for
example). The [Sdey, S)] construction therefore competes with the explicitly

temporal [$ (g4 :) k&n, S construction (§15xx).

16.1.1Regular antecedent clause with pronominal subject suffix

The unmarked AN category for the antecedentderéective-system verb. The
Resultative in suffix-sa- is very common with active (non-stative) verbs, though all
other perfective-system suffixes (including Perfectitd - and Recent Perfect

-j&-) and the unsuffixed Perfective are possible. A pronominal subject is usually
expressed as@onominal subject suffix on the verb (see the immediately following
section for a distinct pattern with preverbal subject pronominals).

The unmarked AN category for an indicative consequent clauseusshiixed
I mperfective.

(xx1) a. fa: [nim ké] [kb i:%-nar®-u]
millet [now Top] [NonhP child-bear-VbIN]
dd:-ye-0 dey

arrivePerf-3SgS if
‘the millet now, when the bearing of its ear (=grain spike) has arrived,

... 2004.3.6
b. ni-ni: num-4:-0 dey,
Rdp-sun fallPerf-3SgS  if,
[ana d:-r™u-m] mdn-sa-ba dey,

[vilage male-child-Pl] assemblRedt-3PIS if, ...
‘when the sun has set, (and) when the boys of the village have gathered
together,..” 2004.3.8



c. [[arganuno 1lé] ko] ma:na-je-ba dey,
[[side Dem in] be.Nonh] thinkRecPf-3PIS if,
jininé-ba
drive.aheadmpf-3PIS

‘If they think that they (=birds) are on this side (of the village), they

(=line of villagers) will drive them straight ahea@004.3.8

d. yd:-ye-be déy [and 1Ine gard-m] morts-ba

go-Perf-2PIS if [village person old-PI] assemblenpf-3PIS

‘When you-PI have gone (to the village), the village elders will
assemble.2004.3.10

e. [dg5-ro-1a:-0 déy] [ké teme-gb-w]
[fast-InchPerf.Neg-2SgS  if] [NonhO findd mpf.Neg-2SgS]
‘if you-Sg are not quick, you won't find (=catch) i2004.3.16

The consequent may also beiamper ative.

(xx2) [G no] é£:-sa-w déy [iné-m 1leé] té:ré
[2Sg now] see-Reslt-2Sgi$ [person-Pl Dat] showmprt
‘If you-Sg have seen (it), show (it) to the peopk004.3.6

dey is often added to a clause with clig (or variant) ‘it is’.

(xx3) [[[nipe-da:pa béreg]l=y] dey] Ag:-w?
[[[sauce.L-pot inEit.is] if] eatlmpf-2SgS
‘If it's in the sauce pot, you-Sg will eat it.’

The sequence in the middle ak4), literally ‘if that doesn’t happen’ with a
negative form ot dna- ‘happen’, is idiomatic (‘otherwise’).

(xx4)  [womd mey® O] [ké dé:-w],
[weed(verb) and] [NonhO reach.Impf-2SgS]
[ké=y taga-1i-0 dey O]
[Nonh=Foc happen-Perf.Neg-3SgsS if]

Ad: bere-go-w
millet  getdmpf.Neg-2SgS

‘You-Sg will weed (the field) until you reach (its end); otherwise, you won't

get any millet'’2004.3.5

16.1.2 Antecedent with L-toned preverbal subject pronominal

Many examples above illustrate the predominant pattern whereby a pronominal
subject in the antecedent clause is expressed as a suffix on the verb. However, the



subject is occasionally expressed by an L-toned preverbal subject pronominal. Such
pronominals are elsewhere characteristic of relative clauses&L4Arguably, this
indicates that such antecedents end in participialized verbs (with Nonhkdiman
suffix).

The textual examples | have all involve a marked AN suffix, usually Recent
Perfect- j£- (three examples), once each Perfeciité - and Resultative sa-
(xx1).

(xx1) a. tin be dé: jés-sa-0O dey
wood 3PISL carry bringRedt-Ppl.Nonh if
‘when they have carried and brought the wood (herg¥: ¢£-)

2004.3.5
b. wdmd u dogé-je-0 dey [k4:® ng]
weed(verb) 2SgS.L  finish-RecPf-Ppl.Nonh if [even  now]

‘even when you-Sg have finished weeding (the fiekip4.3.6

c. kb ko ar-je-0 tépa: dey,
NonhO NonhS.L catchRecPf-Ppl.Nonh  happen if,..
‘when it (=trap) has just caught it,’ 2004.3.16

d. [[ine toy"d  be 6:-n] le]
[[person.L truth 3PIS.L give.Perf.HL-Ppl.Sg] Dat]
t3y"5  be 6:-ti-0O dey,
truth 3PIS.L give-Perf-Ppl.Nonh if,

[[toy"d sa:-réd-n kut] le] [toyRd-sa:-ra ku?]
[[truth have-Neg-Ppl.Sg Def] Dat] [truth-have.Neg Def]
wo-ra  be té:ré-je-0 dey

3Sg-Dat 3PISL  showRecPf-Ppl.Nonh if

‘When they have given truth (=haved ruled in favor of) the one to whom
they give truth, (and) when they have shown (=explained) to the one who
is in the wrong that he was in the wrong), 2004.4.6

Informants also accepted versions of these clauses with subject pronominal suffix
instead of preverbal subject pronominals, etdn] be jés-sa-ba dey] with 3PI
subject suffix-ba in (xxx.a). Conditional antecedents therefore make only

unsystematic use of L-toned preverbal subject pronominals, in contrast to their
obligatory usage in relatives.

For... sd: dey (accompanied by L-toned subject pronominal), wisgre
appears to be a specialized unsuffixed Perfective with H{Htone overlay, see
§15XXX.



16.1.3Extensions ofley (dé ne,dé ke,dey ka:, tapa: dey)

Certain elements may follodey. One such i€ ‘now’, a quasi-topicalizing
morpheme (§19xx). The combination, usually pronouncégé ne (ordéy ne),

can be used in a second conditional following on a first if there is some parallelistic
logic to the sequence. For example, in (xx1), from the middle of a long text on crop
pests, the interviewer changes the subject from grasshoppers to birds.

(xx1) sa:j-i:r=y" dé ne, yd:-jin=i: karm"4-ba
bird-child=it.is  if now, how=Foc do.Impf-3PIS
‘Now if it's (=turning to) birds, what do they (=people) do (about them)?’
2004.3.8

Topic particleké is attested but uncommon wifley. The combination is
pronouncedié ké (xx2).

(xx2) [toyrd=y® dé ké]
[truthsit.is if Top]
‘If it's the truth (=frankly),...’

A particlekd: ™ ‘also, too’ is occasionally added déi@y. The contexts are
similar to those fodé ne (see above). Théey ka:™ sequence is distinct from
cases wherka : ™ replacesiey, where the sense is ‘even if’ (see §&&, just

below). In &x3), the interviewee takes up the new topic (birds) proposed by the
interviewer in &x2) above.

(xx3) sa:j-i:n=y® dey ka:n,
bird-child=it.is if also, ...
‘I it's birds too (in addition to grasshoppers),” 2004.3.8

Another common extension déy istana: dey. The formtéanpa: is
irregular, but it is certainly connected to the vedna- ‘become, happen’. In other
morphological shapes, the verAna- is fairly common with a preceding clause in
the sense (it) happen(ed) that ...". Thereforetf$pa: deéy, SJ can be glossed ‘if it
happens (to be the case that).S’. A common variant igana dey, with what
appears to be an unsuffixed Perfectivaa with L-tone.

tapa: dey (xx4.a) andtapa dey (xx4.b) are used in contexts where a

protagonist has little or no control over the fulfillment gf & in ‘if the next day
happens to be sunny’, or ‘if it happens that the harvest is a good one’.

(xx4) a. sa:j-i:"=y™ ténpa: dey, da:ya
bird-child=it.is  happen if, night
[é anal=sy na:=kd téapa: dey,



[2PIP villageEFoc spend.night.Impbe.Nonh happen if, ...
‘If it happens to be birds (that are the crop pests), if it happens that they
(=birds) have been in your-Pl village at night, 2004.3.8

b. ar"a-kaja ci-cé:ne-0O tapa  dey,
year be.good-be.good-3SgBappen if,
kaja war-sa-w tana dey, [kaju ku®]

calabash farm-Reslt-2Sgisappen i, [calabash Def]

K ni-bar®a biré O fa: O] ma oju-ka:

[2SgP dry.season  work all] Poss road

ma ijé u-ra ijé  berés=ks

Poss position 2Sg-Dat stand can.ls=pé.Nonh

‘If the year happens to have turned out well, if you have raised gourd
(=calabash) plants, the calabash plants (and) all of your dry-season work
can stand up (independently) on the road for you (=can fulfull some of
your needs).2004.3.9

| have one example wheténa: intapa: dey has the sense ‘become’ and
takes an NP complementxb).

(xx5) nip nemné d-n tédpa: dey
now scorpion  man-Sg become if
‘Now if the trigger (of the rifle) becomes a man (=is fearless)2004.4.4

Fordey or H-toneddéy in participial adverbial clauses, see &k, above.

16.2 Alternative ‘if’ particles €&w, tan, ka: ")

Alternatively, a particle other thatey can be used. The forms regularly used in this
way are listed in (xx1).

(xx1) a.. céw ‘all, entirely’
b. tan ‘only’ (<Fulfulde)
c. ka:n ‘even’
ka:" ng ‘also, too’

The nuances are only slightly different from those li#ly. c&w ‘all, entirely’ is
a strong ending for a clause (or sequence of connected clauses), and is therefore a
good boundary marker to separate the antecedent from the consequent in a structurally
complex conditional. The use of ‘all’ in conditionals is a regional phenomenon; it is
certainly widespread in Songhay languages.



(xx2) 95yd-n ni-di:* yéy-ya-0 dey, gdrtd
chief-Sg here come-Perf-3Sgi$, means
y&€  jiné-m céw, pé:ju wo-ri c&:"-m
exist have.Perf.L-1SgSall, sheep 3Sg-Dat slaughter.Impf-1SgS
‘If the chief comes here and if | have the means, I'll slaughter a sheep for
him.’

céw here is optional, and could be replaced by a sedegd
tén, a Fulfulde borrowing, is confined to use in conditionals. This is not the
usual ‘only’ particle in Jamsay, se@y ‘only’ in §19.xxx. The construction [St4n,

S,] suggests that the fulfillment of the antecedent eventuality leads immediately to
that of the consequent. A translation like ‘as soon as’ is appropriate in some contexts.

(xx3) iné-m yeré mdy -y"e-ba tén,
person-Pl come be.together-Perf-3PISnly, ...
‘as soon as they gather together, (they ask each otHe2(04.3.6

Finally, [S, k& : ®, S] can be glossed ‘even if S5, stating that the eventuality
S, will occur in spite of, rather than because of, the fulfillment of that.iF& other
uses oka: " ‘also, too, even’, see 84&x. This particle is distinct from homophone

ka: ™ ‘each, any’.

(xx4) a. tara kun ya:-gb-w ka:n
collective.hunt Def go-Impf.Neg-2SgSeven
[ana bére ké] dege-go-w

[vilage in Top] spend.day-Impf.Neg-2SgS
‘Even if you-Sg don’t go on the collective hunt, you won't (be able to)
spend the day in the village2004.3.3

b. [yéy ku®*] [mi O 4 O] nim tdwidsy® ka:n
[going Def] [1Sg 2Sg] now companigit.is.1Pl even
‘Waling along [topic], even if you-Sg and | are traveling companions,
(we keep our distance004.5.1 (it is’ clitic =y here may be the 1P!I
conjugated form, or it may be unconjugated)

16.3  Willy-nilly and disjunctive antecedents (‘whether X or.Y")

Willy-nilly antecedents are expressed by juxtaposing the positive and negative
versions of the pseudo-antecedent, with a fiéat or £a: ‘all’ (xx1).

(xx1) beé-ra ér=kd [ el-14-0 O fa:
3PI-Dat sweetbe.Nonh sweet-Neg-3SgS all



‘whether it pleases them or it doesn't please thémfifj 2004.3.18

Other disjunctive antecedents have a similar structure, the two clauses being
directly juxtaposed with a concludimgw (xx2).

(xx2) [jirré ci-cé:ne-0] Ai-Adwro-0 céw
[wet.season  Rdp-be.good.Perf-3SgS] Rdp-be.ruined.Perf-3SgS all
‘whether the wet season is good, or is ruined (=poot)2004.3.9

For a willy-nilly antecedent involving the reduplicated Perfective cé :ne-
‘be good’ and its unusual negative countergdricé :ne-11i-, see §10xx.
In (xx3), fa: ‘all’ at the end of a manner adverbial implies an unexpressed

disjunctive antecedent (‘regardless of whethg). The context involves someone
who flees the area to avoid paying an indemnity and comes back only years later.

(xx3) daya-1a:-0 déy Kka:™ nsg,
leave-Perf.Neg-2SgS if too now,
[di:® egné  jowd-sa-0 O far]
[manner.L LogoS run-Reslt-Ppl.Nonh all]
yéy-ya-0 dey t5jd:-0O

come-Perf-35gS if pay.Impf-3SgS

‘If you have not left off (=forgiven the indemnity owed you), regardless of
the fact that he fled, when he does (finally) come (back) he will pay.’
2004.3.10

16.4 ‘Unless’ antecedenteff la: dey)

An ‘unless’ conditional has an antecedent endirgyinla: dey, literally ‘if it is
not (the case that.)'. This is justdey ‘if added to the regular negation of clity
it is’.

(xx1) a. [[uG=y ko jiré-n]=i: la: dey,
[[2SgeFoc NonhO  tend-Ppl.Sajt.is Neg if,
[ko €m] [u césy la:]

[NonhP  milk] [2SgP propertsit.is  Neg]
‘Unless you-Sg are the one who tends them (=cattle), their milk doesn’t
belong to you.2004.3.10

b. hal [[arta-kuju laya]lsy la: dey]
until [[year.L otherkit.is Neg if],
wo g:-gb-w
3Sg0 see-Impf.Neg-2SgS



‘(He will flee) to the extent that you won't see him, unless it is (=zuntil)
some other year2004.3.10

For more on they la: dey construction, see §1kx.

16.5 ‘Supposing that’' antecedergq: - je-ba dey)

The phrasgja: -j&-ba dey, literally ‘if they have said’ can occur after a sentence
functioning as conditional antecedent. Here the nuance is ‘supposing’'thaéw
‘all’ can replacedey ‘if'.

(xx1) néy™ yeré mey™
now come and
o0:g kayr-yre-0 ga:-je-ba céw
sweat(noun) happen-Perf-3SgS  say-RecPerf-3PIS  all
[cé: [ké ba:] eme 1&:-0 kad:*] ko:-rd

[thing [Nonh equal] 1PIS.L fear.Impf-Ppl.Nonh also] = be.Nonh-Neg
‘Now if it (=hot weather) has come, supposing that the hot season has
happened. Then there is nothing that we fear more than it (=cobray(

KAr"4-) 2004.3.5

16.6 Truncated antecedent

A type of reduced conditional occurs in a construction where the content of the
antecedent and that of the consequent are identical.

(xx1)  [ber=i: c&it-wn] c&ih-wn,
[goatFoc slaughter.Impf-2SgS] slaughter.Impf-2SgS
[pé:j=i: cErm-wh] cérm-wn,

[sheegFoc slaughter.Impf-2SgS] slaughter.Impf-2SgS
‘If you-Sg are going to slaughter a goat, you slaughter (it); if you're going to
slaughter a sheep, you slaughter (2p04.3.19

This is a typically Jamsay way of saying ‘you'll (perhaps) slaughter either a goat
or a sheep’.

16.7 Counterfactual conditional

Counerfactuals are characterized by the use of the Past paiticle(§10xxx) in
both antecedent and consequent clauses. Occasigdallyis omitted in the
antecedent (xx1.d). The antecedent ends in the usual ‘if paitigiewhich follows



ji:™. Aregular verb in a positive antecedent is typically inRlssultative (suffix
-sa-), as in (xx1.a-b). A quasi-verwd- ‘be’, sa- ‘have’) or defective stance verb

appears in its usual L-toned unsuffixed Perfective form (xx1.c-d). A regular verb in
the consequent normally appears in the unsuffixed Imperfective form.

(xx1) a. [ma i-n] mi bas-sa-0 ji:™ dey,
[1SgP child-Sg] 1SgO helpedlt-3SgS Past if,
5gu beré jeré-m ji:m
fast get harvedtmpf-1SgS  Past
[ki-ka: ma  yeré-we le]

[Rdp-grasshopper Poss come.H-Caus.L in]
‘If my son had helped me, | would have (gotten and) harvested quickly,

before the locusts camebBgra-)

b. ni-di:®» yés-sa-ba ji:m dey,
here comeRedt-3PIS Past if,
bé wdi-m ji:m

3PIO kill.i mpf-1SgS Past
‘If they had come here, I'd have killed themy's(ré-)

c. luird wé cére-0O ku®, [and Dbére]
snake  3SgO bite.Perf.HL-Ppl.Nonh Def, [village in]
wo-0 ji:» dey, baya:-0O ji:m
beHum.L-3SgS Past if, be.curedmpf-3SgS Past
‘When the snake bit him, if he had been in a town, he would have
survived.’

d. ba:du yé&¢ sa-m dey, wo-rd 6:-m ji:m

money exishave.L-1SgS if, 3Sg-Dat givd.mpf-1SgS Past
‘If | had had any money, I'd have given it to him/her.’

Examples involvinghegation are in &x2). A negative antecedent has a Perfective
Negative verbxx2.a), while a negative consequent has an Imperfective Negative verb
(xx2.h).

(xx2) a. jop-jdnd-n yel-1i-0 dey,
healing.L-heal-H-Ppl.Sg  comeerf.Neg-3SgS if,
naw*6-m ji:m

die.Impf-1SgS Past
‘If the healer had’nt come, I'd have diedygré-)

b. mabil yés-sa-0 ji:m dey,
vehicle  come-Reslt-3SgS Past if,
ye-di:® na:-gbé-m ji:m



there spend.nightmpf.Neg-1SgS  Past
‘If the vehicle had come, | would not have spent the night there.’
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