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Above: Buzz Nau and his Taurus, Mars Snooper II and Starship 

Vega.  Below:  Peter Always and his NARAM Bling-Bling. 
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August Meeting Minutes 
Evan "Buzz" Nau [buzznau@umich.edu ] 

Pictures by Buzz Nau 
 
 
 
 
Straight 'A' Meet 
This event is Co-Sponsored by SMASH and HUVARS.  Contest Directors: 
Kelo Waivio & Buzz Nau.  To be held at the Plainwell Airport, Plainwell, MI.  
Events are Sport Scale - A and B Division (20),  Future Fiction - C and T 
Division (20), A Helicopter Duration (20), 1/2A Boost Glider Duration (17), 
A Streamer Duration Multi-round (12), A Parachute Duration (7) and Open 
Spot Landing (4).  Pete, Jim, Mark, John and Buzz going.  Some WOOSH 
members going. 
 
Jackson Model Rocket Club Launch. 
Buzz, John, Peter, Mike and Shawn attended a launch with the Jackson   
Model Rocket Club (JMRC) at their Michigan International Speedway field.   
Many of the JMRC board members welcomed us to fly with them in the 
future and I suggested that we approach them about flying regularly at 
their scheduled launches, offering to pony up volunteers for range duty 
and a club dues system that would get HUVARS members "club" member 
entry fees for E impulse and above launches. Currently JMRC members 
pay $5 per day and non-members pay $10. 
 
Since the meeting I have talked to Mark Palmer, JMRC's Secretary about 
the above mentioned issues as well as possibly hosting contests during 
their regularly scheduled launches. We also discussed coordinating with 
TARC teams to try and get them out for the launches. Mark was extremely  
receptive to the ideas and believes we can work out all the issues we 
discussed. 
 
Concerning contests, I told Mark that we would run the meet and that 
everyone would be welcome to participate. JMRC is not experienced in 
running a competition meet, but they do run an extremely efficient range. 
We would probably set up a contest check-in table near their RSO/Launch 
table and work in conjunction with the sport flights. They have two more 
six rod launch racks they inherited so in addition to the one they already 
have there would be eighteen pads. It shouldn't be a problem to set up 
towers in the pad area and run jumper cables over from a rack. 
 
Mark needs to speak with the other board members about this, but he 
believes that they will be very receptive. I am extremely encoraged by this 
development. In addition to wonderful flying fields the JMRC members are 
a great bunch of folks to fly with. Everyone I talked to was very friendly and 
truely welcomed us. They have a lot to offer and are very experienced in 
high power and hybrids. Those of us interested in those areas will have a 
vast wealth of knowledge to tap into. I will  
announce news on this front as I get it. 
 
NARAM 46 Recollections.  
Peter reported with his NARAM adventures.  Held at The Plaines, VA, the 
grass was good, the weather was not wonderful. He highlighted some 
controversial judging in scale.  Peter's team won many trophies including 
1st in Egg Altitude.  Randy Boadway took B Egg Loft Duration.   Aside 
from flying, NARAM participants took a tour of the new  Udvar-Hazy 
building of the National Air and Space Museum, and Aurora Flight 
services. 
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Above: Shawn Switenky’s Triple Eagle and Edmonds Arcie II 

 
Above: Gord Agnello latest creations. 

 
Above and Below: Deep Thinking 

August Meeting Minutes – continued from page 1 
 
TARC.  
Much discussion was had about getting the students to start the project 
early and how we can help them in doing so.  The suggestions to have 
a September meeting with the participants to have a discussion of their 
challenges and perhaps have a Egglofter building session to get them  
some experience.  This would be followed by a launch some time later.  
Someone suggested asking JMRC if they want to participate. Shawn 
suggested contacting Quest for donations (which he did, but has not 
received a response yet.)  We need to contact the TARC teachers and 
arrange a time with them. Jim Has taken on this task. As mentioned 
above. the JMRC is also interested in hosting TARC launches and it is 
hoped we can coordinate dates with the TARC teams as to when they 
can fly with all of us. 
 
Manufactures Demo.  
Peter and Gord showed their wares.  Peter has added his much talked 
about Saturn V.  It is a 1/195 rocket with a single 18mm motor mount. It  
features many machined and laser cut balsa parts.  His latest ROTW 
supplement for this year is also now available. 
 
Gordon showed his new fun scale Saturn 1B as well as Saturn 1B, LJII 
and Mercury Redstone Micro Maxx models.  All use printed wraps to  
simplify the finishing project. 
 
X-Prize.  
John Potts announced that the person who is making the X-Prize trophy 
is a local Michigan fellow.  The Detroit Science Center will be displaying  
the trophy soon until the prize is won.  We are all invited to visit. 
 
Fun Contest 
For our October launch, we decided to fly three fun contests based on 
the Estes Fat Boy.  B Parachute, B Streamer and B Spot Landing.  
Someone also suggested a BBQ might be an appropriate thing to have.  
Location TBA. 
 
Doug & I will be arranging a club order to Semroc soon. Start making 
your list and be ready to send it when the order is announced. 
 
Show 'N Tell 
I brought my upscale Starship Vega and Mars Snooper models from Q-
Modelling as well as a cloned Centuri Taurus.  Peter and Gordon  
brought their wares.  Shawn brought his nearly completed Rob 
Edmonds Arcie II R/C boost glider and a Estes Eagle 3x upscale built 
with foam. 
 
Thanks to all who attended. It was a great meeting! 
 
Buzz 
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Above: Bob Alway 

 
Above:  Fran and Gary Miller judge Science Fiction and Future 

Scale.  Photo by Bob Alway 

Congratulations Straight A Contestants! 
From http://www.homestead.com/smashnar500/ 

 
The weather was perfect as 31 contestants converge on Plainwell 
Airport for the Straight A Mid-West Regional.  The airport was as busy 
as we have ever seen it during a launch as a home built plane fly in was 
happening.  The airport was also hosting a guided air plane club fly.   
The weather was perfect each day with minimal winds lots of sunshine 
and plenty of nice thermals. 
 
A Division Champion:  Sarah Wolf 
B Division Champion:  Mary Wolf 
C Division Champion:  Mark Chrumka 
T Division Champion:  Spanish Inquisition 
 
Meet Champ:  Mary Wolf (Perfect score of 2400) 
 
New National Record:   
Mary Wolf,  B Division, A Parachute Duration 3 minutes, 27 seconds 
 
Mary's PD was a simple 9" long piece of Totally Tubular 13mm body 
tube with a Pratt Hobbies plastic nose cone and 1/16" balsa "clipped 
delta" fins that were about 2x the body diameter in root chord and span, 
and 1x the body diameter in tip chord .  The chute was a 15" plastic one 
made from the burgundy material that Advanced Rocketry Group used 
to sell.  The model was tower launched and flown with an A3-4T of 
course.     
 
Mary found some lift, but not enough to loose it.  Landed between the 
trees and runway northeast of the range head.   Record models always 
need a return to count as a record.  The key was waiting until the end of 
the meet to fly the event.  Since it was the lowest weight factor event 
besides Open Spot Landing.  That also corresponded to the time during 
the weekend where the thermal activity seemed to be the best.  
Although, with these PD models, it doesn't seem to take much thermal 
activity to get a good time.   
 
All of the Wolf family Parachute Duration flights  were flown Sunday 
early afternoon and all had good times, although Sarah had to make her 
2nd flight short, as she needed a return.  Sarah's Parachute duration 
flight was 4 minutes long but did not return the model so she could not 
claim the record. for the A Division. 
 
Mary beat out Carl Johnson IV's 2 minute, 57 second flight made on 
10/16/2000. 
 
Way to go Fly Girl!!! 
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September Meeting Minutes 
Evan "Buzz" Nau [buzznau@umich.edu ] 
Pictures by Buzz Nau 
 
 
 
Attendance was pretty light at the September Meeting which included 
Roger Wilfong, Gary Nichols, Steve Kristal, John Potts, and myself. 
 
We didn't work on a 2005 calendar of events because of the low 
attendance, however I encourage members to discuss suggestions for 
events in the coming contest year. 
 
NARAM 47 will be held in West Chester, OH this year, July 30 - Aug 5. 
Events are; 1/4A HD 1/2A BG A Cluster Alt B SRA C SD(M) Set Dur D 
DELD OSL GSP PMC R&D 
 
Lets try to include as many NARAM events as possible. 
 
I received a very positive phone call from Mark Palmer of the  Jackson 
Model Rocket Club (JMRC). They are very welcome to us flying with 
them at their monthly launches and as long as we pull our fair share of 
range duty we are able to launch E impulse and above for the JMRC 
club cost of $5 for the day. This money they use to cover the cost of the 
field use and port-a-john rental. I consider this a very fair deal and 
extremely generous of JMRC. 
 
Their launches are scheduled for the second Saturday of every month 
except Jan and Feb. The next launch is on October 9 and will be held at 
their Gumbert Field site (http://www.jmrconline.org/jmrc_maps.htm) 
depending on crop harvest. Otherwise it will be held at MIS. Monitor 
their website for changes. I hope for a strong show in October and hope 
to see a lot of you there. 
 
The one item that they have some reservation about is allowing us to 
host contests during their launches and I can certainly understand why. 
I believe we need to fly with JMRC for awhile and allow us all to get to 
know once another and if they change their mind and offer us the 
chance to fly competition great, if not we still have a great opportunity to 
sport fly once a month. 
 
There is a chance that we might be able to have the Fat Boy fun contest 
at a JMRC launch, but it would be the October launch. I would like to 
suggest we postpone the fun contest until further notice. 
 
Steve was present as a member from the "eastside" to discuss the topic 
of trying to find a launch site closer to the suburbs. The best idea we 
could come up with was trying to utilize school fields where possible. 
 
John and I discussed the good time that was had at the SMASH 
Straight A regional. Peter and Mark also attended with Mark taking top 
honors in C Division. Great job Mark!!! 
 
We also did not get anywhere with a club order. If anyone has any 
Semroc items they would like please e-mail your list to me and Doug 
Scobel (douglas.scobel@ugs.com). Thanks. 
 
Again, I hope everyone takes advantage of the JMRC offer and shows 
up for the October 9 launch. 
 
Buzz 
 

One of my 
Favorite Web Sites 

Shawn Switenky [s.switenky@telesat.ca] 
 
 

 
Since we are all big fans of the space program, I think anyone reading 
this newsletter would love http://www.astronautix.com/index.html 
 
Think of an encyclopedia, entirely about space flight.  For example, did 
you know that Mike Melvill, pilot of SpaceShipOne, is the oldest person 
to ever pilot a space vehicle?   Or that there’s only two men who have 
flown 8 separate missions? You can find out about that here: 
http://www.astronautix.com/articles/aststics.htm 
 
More fun than that is the fact that they have a lot of information, both 
textual and graphical.  For example, every since human space flight 
began, there’s been the desire to have some sort of ‘ejection seat’ type 
emergency escape device.  But consider this contraption: 
 
 

. 
The Douglas Paracone was one of the most minimal schemes 
for bail-out from orbit. After separation from the spacecraft, the 
undeployed Paracone consisted of essentially the pilot in his 
seat, with a small solid retrorocket. The astronaut would first 
orient himself and the seat facing forward along the direction of 
orbital motion using cold gas thrusters and ignite the solid 
rocket motor. The motor had 18 seconds of low level 'vernier' 
thrust (9 kgf) so pilot could correct its allignment using hand 
holds on the motor. It then went into 60 seconds of full thrust 
(44 kgf).   After retrofire the empty motor was discarded and a 
large light-weight re-entry shell was deployed from the seat by 
gas pressure. The same gas supply was used for the reaction 
control thrusters.   A ballistic re-entry followed, with a peak of 
9.6 G's. No parachute was required.  The total mass of the 
Paracone system compared favorably with that of conventional 
ejection seats.   You can find out more at 
http://www.astronautix.com/craftfam/rescue.htm 
 
So next time you are online and wonder what would be 
interesting, spend some time browsing around 
http://www.astronautix.com There’s a treasure of information 
there. 
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Picture time…

Peter’s Addiction 

 
Cool, huh? 

�
Shawn Switenky Centuri Space Shuttle’s Wild Ride�

 
September Model of the Month 

 

Most pictures by Buzz Nau… 
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Directions to Club Locations 

 

 

 

Schedule of Events 
 
October 9, 2004 Launch with JMRC 
http://www.jmrconline.org/jmrc_maps.htm at either MIS or Gumbert 
field. 
 
October 21, 2004 Monthly meeting at CAE, Inc in Hamburg 
 
October 16, 2004 Team-1 High Power Launch at Manchester, MI 
 
October 14, 15, 16 & 17 iHobby Expo Premier Hobby Tradeshow & 
Marketplace in Rosemont, Illinois http://www.ihobbyexpo.com/ 
 
November 6, 7 2004 Team-1 High Power Launch at Three Oaks, MI. 
 
November 18, 2004 Monthly meeting at CAE, Inc in Hamburg 
 
December 18, 2004 Team-1 High Power Launch at Manchester, MI 
 

 
Thanks for the Party Prize Donations 

SEMROC! 
http://www.semroc.com 

Totally Tubular 
http://www.totubular.com 
Thanks for your support of HUVARS! 

Did you know? 
 
There is a new business start up http://www.nogravity.com/  
The company’s first product offering is commercial, Weightless 
Flights aboard a specially modified Boeing 727-200 aircraft.  ZERO-
G is the only company approved by the FAA to conduct Weightless 
Flights for the public.  These are the same type of flights used by 
NASA to train their astronauts and used by Ron Howard in the filming 
of Apollo 13. 
 
On day 45 of the flight of Skylab 2, ground control was startled when 
a female voice replied to their call. The mystified capcom continued 
the conversation for some time before realising that Garriot had pre-
recorded a dialogue with his wife before the mission...after the flight, 
while shaving on earth, Lousma absentmindedly let go of his shaver, 
expecting it to float as he was used to... 
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HUVARS 
C/O Jim Fackert 
Box 430 
Hamburg, MI 48139 

 

To: 

 


