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Michigan Spacemodeling 
Championships 2004 a Success 

Andy Tomasch 
atomasch@comcast.net 

 
MSC 2004 is now history.  I was only able to fly Saturday, and the weather and overall quality of competition 
were both excellent.  Here are a few random ramblings… 
 
First a big thanks you to all who attended.  Life seems to grow ever more complicated and everyone has many 
demands on their time, especially weekends.  I deeply appreciate everyone who could make the commitment to 
come out and support HUVARS for our flagship event.  I would still like to see more participation from other 
clubs, so as to make MSC a truly regional event, and this will be a topic for future discussion.   
 
Next, really big ATTABOYS to everyone who helped out.  And everyone did!  The level of cooperation, in 
particular the willingness to time flights for others while under the pressure of prepping, shows contest 
sportsmanship at its best.  While not wishing to slight anyone, I wanted to give special thanks to John Potts, who 
really did duty above and beyond the call with a stop watch.  And Buzz.  And Mark.  And EVERYONE.  A really 
good show!  
 
Next up for big time thanks are Jim Fackert and John Potts, our diligent Co-CDs and scale judges.  They got the 
models judged quickly and efficiently, leaving plenty of time to fly.  Oh, and Jim brought the eggs too.  And 
weighed and measured them to be sure they met NAR egg lofting specifications.  You should see his nifty little 
pocket digital scale… 
 
Speaking of sportsmanship, Randy Boadway returned Suzanne’s egg lofter late in the day, after we had looked 
high and low for it.  Thanks Randy! 
 
Frankly, if you’re not judging scale, the title of CD is largely ceremonial at one of these meets.  I got so much 
help and cooperation from everyone (don’t forget that there were three “Co-CDs” for this contest) that I honestly 
didn’t have much additional burden to distract me from my own flying.  There’s that good sportsmanship again.  
Thanks everyone for helping me to play too. 
 
Personally, it was a very rewarding meet.  Suzanne and I have been frantically working on models for the last six 
weeks or so.  While we still weren’t able to do everything we wanted (I still had to suffer the embarrassment of 
entering my infamous Tomahawk yet again in Sport Scale) we were able to complete all our flight in all events in 
one day.  That’s 18 flights.  And we had a wonderful time.  I have to say that the kitchen looks odd to me when I 
walk into the house, now that the counter top is not littered with rocket parts.  Those darned helicopters are real 
killers time and labor wise.  My lame excuse for not having a new scale model.  I do have both 13mm and 18 mm 
ASPs about half built… 
 
I’ll leave it to Jim to fill us in on Sunday’s flying… 
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Michigan Spacemodeling 
Championships 2004 – Scale 

Advice from the Judge 
Jim Fackert [jfackert@cac.net] 

 
Having judged scale a few times, including scale recently at MSC, I got 
a couple of comments. 
 
The simulation of outline and color scheme and accuracy of details are 
judged against the data supplied. If a copy of a black and white photo 
from a magazine that is not very high resolution is provided, all the 
details in the world are not worth very little because there is no source 
material showing that they are accurate. The text may say the rocket is 
black and white, and the photo may show some general idea of that, but 
if I can©t see the details in the documentation, I can©t give points for 
them. Even if I know the details are accurate from prior knowledge, I try 
to ignore that. 
 
Degree of difficulty is a fun one to judge. If the model is from a kit, then I 
believe that it was "less difficult to build" than a scratch built model. 
Unfortunately, sometimes the modeler tells you nothing about that in his 
paperwork. But if it is obvious it was built from a kit, I give less points... 
unless the modeler has really detailed it up from the basic kit, and 
provides photos showing those details.  If it looks like a kit, I ask the 
modeler what kit it was built from, to verify. 
 
Some entries just provide the ROTW picture and drawing. That©s fine, 
but it tends to create what I call the Alway Syndrome... Peter has a very 
well developed and excellent style of characterizing rockets in his 
drawings, with just enough buildable and significant details and just 
enough dimensions to make a very nice model, but enough 
simplification to make a readable and useful drawing on an 8 1/2 x 11 
page.   Contrast that with the amount of detail in five sheets of E size 
drawings that might detail most of the external bits of a Saturn V.  A lot 
must be left out, and that is a good thing for most modelers who are 
looking for a fairly easily buildable model with the characteristic features 
of the prototype. 
 
When well done, ROTW based models will be competitive... but if you 
are competing against other good builders, and you want to win, you 
really need to fill in more details, corroborated by extra photos and/or 
drawings.  This also plays into degree of difficulty. ROTW drawings are 
characteristically distilled to a moderate degree of drawability and 
buildability, since they are drawn by an expert builder for the express 
purpose of representing a moderately buildable prototype. Prototypes 
that have some unique and obvious details that are fairly easy to model 
but no often seen also add a lot to the character and uniqueness of the 
model... as long as you can model that unique detail well. Non-tubular 
body shapes add to degree of difficulty, for instance.(:<)}} 
 
All that said, Round Tuit©s kit built Astrobee was very well built,  and the 
kit includes some neat details like the wedge fins and the strap-ons, but 
the Bumblers Black Brandt had a very complex multi metallic paint 
scheme and interstage couplers, etc. which added a lot to finish and 
degree of difficulty.  (Peter also has the seemingly insurmountable 
advantage of scale placement of his NAR number on the real rocket, 
but that advantage evaporated when they flew it as a team!) 
 
IMHO, mission points are a mostly untapped source of additional points 
which can swamp out small differences in other areas. No one flew 
anything with mission points at MSC, but there were some possibilities 
for fairly simple additions that could have made a major difference in the 
rankings. Staging is probably the big and fairly easy one, but there are 
others. 
 
Have fun with the model, build what you know and appreciate, build 
within your skill level (or just a little bit beyond...) and build within your 
time limits, and provide good data that clearly portrays your prototype in 
at least the detail to which you modeled it,  or the details are pointless. 
And don©t over document and show the judge all the stuff you left off. 
 
 
 

 

Summer Sales 
Shawn Switenky [s.switenky@telesat.ca] 
 
 
 
 
Micro-Mark is having a sale from June 16 to September 14th.  Micro-
Mark has tons of tools for model builders.  Tools are highly specialized 
and are not generally available elsewhere.  The sale is almost ever item 
they carry.  The savings are up to 70%. 
 
One of the items most interesting to model racketeers, especially scale 
modelers is the Resin Casting Starter Set, item #82698.  This package 
which normally sells for $86 is now on for $66.  This set includes: 
 

32fl oz (3.4ibs) One to One RTV Silicone Mold Compound 
32fl oz (3.4ibs) CR-600 Casting Resin 
14oz Spray Rubber to Resin Mold Release 
2 oz Liquid Rubber to Rubber Mold Release 
1lb Kleen Klay 
Mixing Set of cups, brushes and stir sticks 

 
If you’ve been interested in cloning parts or fabricating small parts such 
as fairings, this is about as good a deal as it gets. 
 
Other Micro-Mark sales that is interesting.  #81748 Airmaster Plus Quiet 
Air Compressor for Airbrushing.  Regular $262, now on sale $162.   
This is a silent compressor that you can use in the same room as your 
air brush, without the noise driving you nuts. 
 
Speaking of airbrushing, Harbor Freight has just opened a new store in 
Ypsilanti.  They are located on 2399 Ellsworth Road, phone 734-434-
2402.  One of my favorite deals is a Paasche 15pc Internal Mix Double 
Auction Airbrush Set for $57.99.  Paasche is a reasonable brand for 
airbrushes, and it’s on for $7 less than the usual price. 
 
One of the things that Harbor Freight is known for is the importation of 
cheap import tools.  Sometimes cheap tools have their place, as long as 
the price is appropriate.  For example, item 47791-0VGA is similar to 
the Paasche but is only $10.  Is it worth using?  Well, it’s an airbrush.  If 
you don’t like it, you are only out $10. 
 
If you go to their web site, www.harborfreight.com, you can get a free 
catalog.  That will put you on their list for their flyer.  Once in a while 
they have a deal that’s hard to pass up. 
 
 Looking for some cool rocket-ware for launches?  Here’s a few 
suggestions.  Check out: 
 
http://www.shrox.com/#T-shirts  Shrox has some very nice looking T-
shirts of NASA space missions and some of more inspirational nature. 
 
Direct for the Kennedy Space store, check out 
http://www.thespaceshop.com/rocmantshir.html if you think rocket 
clothing should have flames. 
 
 

 

   
Doug Scobel’s Venus Transit Pictures 
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 Michigan Spacemodeling Championships 
2004 Standings 

1/2A Boost Glider Duration 

Place Contestant NAR 
Number 

Section Flight 
1 

Flight 
2 

Total NAR 
Points 

C Division 

1 Potts,John 80041 463 67 43 110 510 

2 Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 30 39 69 306 

3 Chrumka, 
Mark 

58182 463 20 47 67 204 

4 Nau,Evan 38803 463 26 20 46 102 

5 Tomasch, 
Andrew 

39741 463 5 6 11 51 

6 Fackert,Jim 00000 463 7  7 51 

T Division 

1 Bumbling 
Brothers 

T-011 500 39 44 83 510 

2 Round Tuit T-500 500 39 17 56 306 

1/2A Helicopter Duration 

Place Contestant NAR 
Number 

Section Flight 
1 

Flight 
2 

Total NAR 
Points 

1 Chrumka,Mark 58182 463 77 32 109 570 

2 Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 29 37 66 342 

3 Nau,Evan 38803 463 19 15 34 228 

4 Tomasch, 
Andrew 

39741 463 13 12 25 114 

5 Potts,John 80041 463 8 8 16 57 

T Division 

1 Round Tuit T-500 500 24 32 56 570 

2 Bumbling 
Brothers 

T-011 500 25 22 47 342 

A Streamer Duration 

Place Contestant NAR 
Number 

Section Flight 
1 

Flight 
2 

Total NAR 
Points 

A Division 

3 VanderVoord, 
Ian 

83677 IND 8  8 96 

C Division 

1 Tomasch, 
Andrew 

39741 463 110 60 170 240 

2 Chrumka, Mark 58182 463 65 71 136 144 

3 Potts,John 80041 463 16 27 43 96 

4 Scopone, 
Michael 

82751 IND 18 18 36 48 

5 Nau,Evan 38803 463 17 17 34 24 

6 Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 SHR 13 13 24 

7 Timm,Chris 28346 IND 11  11 24 

T Division 

1 Bumbling 
Brothers 

T-011 500 46 45 91 240 

2 Round Tuit T-500 500 39 NDP 39 144 

C Egg Lofting Duration 

Place Contestant NAR 
Number 

Section Flight 
1 

Flight 
2 

Total NAR 
Points 

A Division 

1 VanderVoord, 
Ian 

83677 IND 14  14 480 

2 VanderVoord, 
Gerald 

83676 IND 9  9 288 

C Division 

1 Chrumka, Mark 58182 463 101  101 480 

2 Tomasch, 
Andrew 

39741 463 EGG 57 57 288 

3 Nau, Evan 38803 463 38  38 192 

4 Potts, John 80041 463 34 SEP 34 96 

-- Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 EGG EGG 0 0 

-- Scopone, 
Michael 

82751 IND EJ EJ 0 0 

-- Switenky, Shawn 80671 463 EGG  0 0 

T Division 

1 Bumbling 
Brothers 

T-011 500 51 146 146 480 

2 Round Tuit T-500 500 71 EGG 71 288 

Sport Scale 

Place Contestant NAR 
Number 

Section Prototype Static Flight 
1 

Flight 
2 

Total NAR 
Points 

C Division 

1 Chrumka, 
Mark 

58182 463 Rohini 
RH-200 

795 100  895 600 

2 Timm, Chris 28346 IND AIM 47A 645 100  745 360 

3 
Tomasch, 
Andrew 39741 463 

D Region 
Tomaha
wk 

615 100  715 240 

4 Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 ASP 
Round 1 

620 90  710 120 

4 Nau, Evan 38803 463 Black 
Brant II 

610 100  710 120 

T Division 

1 Bumbling 
Brothers 

T-011 500 Black 
Brant IX 

780 100  880 600 

2 Round Tuit T-500 500 Astrobee 
1500 

690 100  790 360 
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SpringThing Results 
Howard Saulles [hsaulles@umich.edu] 

 
Place Contestant NAR 

Number 
Section Total 

Points 

     

A Division 

     

1 Chrumka, Mark 58182 463 740 

2 Calvert, Jay 71767 500 518 

3 Potts, John 80041 463 378 

4 Upton, Arthur 26255 639 354 

5 Jacques, 
Suzanne 

83667 463 320 

6 Tomasch, 
Andrew 

39741 463 268 

7 Saulles, Howard 71655 463 186 

8 Schmidt, John 77791 639 134 

9 Alway, Peter 26985 463 120 

10 Switenky, 
Shawn 

80671 463 98 

11 Nau, Evan 38803 463 66 

     

Sections 

1 HUVARS   463 2176 

2 SMASH   500 518 

3 TARS   639 488 

 

June Meeting Minutes 
Evan "Buzz" Nau [buzznau@umich.edu ] 
 
 
 
 
HUVARS June meeting was held on the 17th with a fair turnout. Most of  
the meeting was held outside while we waited for Jim to unlock the  
doors. Hey Jim, we either need a key or some Deep Woods OFF! ;) 
 
I started off by requesting agenda items concerning the NAR to be sent 
to Bunny to be presented at the July 29-August 6 NAR Board of Trustee 
Meeting. If anyone has anything they©d like addressed by the NAR send 
it my way and I©ll shoot Bunny a message with our concerns in a week 
or so. 
 
Don©t forget! MSC is this weekend at the Jackson Community College 
site.  Andy Tomach, Jim Fackert, and John Potts are CD©s. Andy plans 
to be ready for business at 9:00. If so, it©ll be a HUVARS first! ;) I plan to  
be there by 9:00 as well. The weather forecast is looking pretty good.  
Come out and at least sport fly if you can. There were a lot of great 
sport flights at the SpringThing contest last month. 
 
Chris Timm showed off his Vincent Hobbies 1:8.25 scale Hughes AIM-
47 kit for sale. The AIM-47 was the predecessor of the AIM-54 Phoenix. 
Chris has produced a top notch looking kit and you can find more 
details at his website, http://www.vincenthobbies.com/. 
 
Gordon Agnello brought his scratch built upscale Estes Constellation.  
Beautiful model Gordon! Any chance you©ll kit it? ;) Gordon also brought  
a scratch built rear engine BG that looks similar to the old Estes Space  
Plane.... sorta. If it flies well you should send the plans to Shawn for the 
newsletter. ;) 
 
We held the first themed Model of the Month contest featuring Venus  
Transit designs. Entries were kinda light with only two. Howie brought 
an upgraded Venus Probe built to use 24mm motors. Dan brought an 
original design utilizing receiver dishes mounted on opposite end of a 
long BT-20/50 model. It was topped with a clear nose cone containing a 
little alien figure. It was the clear cut winner, so congratulations Dan! I©m 
hoping the Stealth contest next month has a few more entries.  Also, 
thanks to Gary of Scalekits.com for providing the first place prize. 
 
Next meeting is July, 15th! 

 

 
Gord Agnello’s Bertha Space Plane 

 
Gord Agnello’s Constellation 

 

 

 
Right: Dan Eastwood’s Model of the Month Winner. 
 
All photo’s on this page are courtesy Dan Eastwood.  Thanks 
Dan! 
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Buzz Nau’s CHAD staged UFO 

 
Andy and Suzanne prep their secret weapon… Jim Fackert. 

Snapshots from MSC 2004… 

 
John Potts and his ‘ammo’ can 

 
Andy preps his D Region Tomahawk 

Mark Running Away…. 

 
Buzz Nau’s Centuri Twister 

 
Gary Nichols 
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Directions to Club Locations 

 

 

 

Schedule of Events 
 
July 15, 2004 Monthly meeting at CAE, Inc in Hamburg 
 
July 31-August 6, 2004 NARAM: The Plaines, Virginia 
 
August 19, 2004 Monthly meeting at CAE, Inc in Hamburg 
 
September 11, 12 2004 Joint Fall Regional: Plainwell, MI 

EVENTS: Sport Scale - A and B Division 
Future Fiction - C and T Division 
A Parachute Duration 
A Streamer Duration Multi-round 
A Helicopter Duration 
Open Spot Landing 
1/2 A Boost Glider 

 
September 16, 2004 Monthly meeting at CAE, Inc in Hamburg 

 
Thanks for the Party Prize Donations 

SEMROC! 
http://www.semroc.com 

Totally Tubular 
http://www.totubular.com 
Thanks for your support of HUVARS! 

Did you know? 
 
NASA has a nice Cassini Saturn Orbiter Paper Model available at 
http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/kids/activities-model-challenge.cfm 
 
Other NASA Satellite models are available at: 
http://scikits.com/free.html 
 
My company, Telesat, is launching yet another really big 
communication satellite.  In fact, it’s going to be the largest 
commercial satellite ever orbited (for a little while.)  Sadly, I lost the 
contest to go to the launch in Korou,.  In fact, I couldn’t even 
convince anyone involved to put my name and NAR number on the 
Ariane V.  But you can catch some pictures here: 
http://www.arianespace.com/site/news/news_sub_missionupdate_ind
ex.html 
 
If you have Photoshop on your computer, you can gain access to a 
wealth of Hubble data using the FITS Liberator.  This free software 
plug-in, makes a treasure trove of archival astronomical and spectra 
from the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope, the European 
Southern Observatory©s Very Large Telescope, the European Space 
Agency’s XMM-Newton X-ray observatory, NASA’s Spitzer Space 
Telescope, NASA©s Chandra X-ray Observatory and many other 
famous telescopes accessible to home astronomy enthusiasts.  
http://www.spacetelescope.org/projects/fits_liberator/ 
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HUVARS 
C/O Jim Fackert 
Box 430 
Hamburg, MI 48139 

 

To: 

 


