1850 QUESTIONNAIRE - FREE INHABITANTS

Instructions to Marshals and Assistants
(Explanation of Schedule NO. 1.—Free Inhabitants)
This schedule is to be filled up in the following manner:
Insert in the heading the name or number of the district,
town, or city of the county or parish, and of the state, and
the day of the month upon which the enumeration was
taken. This is to be attested on each page of each set, by
the signature of the assistant.
The several columns are to be filled as follows:
1. Under heading 1, entitled ‘‘Dwelling houses numbered
in the order of visitation,’’ insert the number of dwelling houses occupied by free inhabitants, as they are
visited. The first house visited to be numbered 1; the
second one visited, 2; the third one visited, 3; and so
on to the last house visited in the subdivision. By a
dwelling house is meant a separate inhabited tenement, containing one or more families under one roof.
Where several tenements are in one block, with walls
either of brick or wood to divide them, having separate entrances, they are each to be numbered as separate houses; but where not so divided, they are to be
numbered as one house.
If a house is used partly for a store, shop, or for other
purposes, and partly for a dwelling house, it is to be
numbered as a dwelling house. Hotels, poorhouses,
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garrisons, hospitals, asylums, jails, penitentiaries, and
other similar institutions, are each to be numbered as
a dwelling house; where the house is of a public
nature, as above, write perpendicularly under the
number, in said column, the name or description, as
‘‘hotel,’’ ‘‘poorhouse,’’ etc.
2. Under heading 2, entitled ‘‘Family numbered in the
order of visitation,’’ insert the number of the families
of free persons, as they are visited. The first family
visited by the assistant marshal is to be numbered 1;
the second one visited, 2; and so on to the last one
visited in his district.
By the term family is meant, either one person living
separately in a house, or a part of a house, and providing for him or herself, or several persons living
together in a house, or in part of a house, upon one
common means of support, and separately from others in similar circumstances. A widow living alone and
separately providing for herself, or 200 individuals
living together and provided for by a common head,
should each be numbered as one family.
The resident inmates of a hotel, jail, garrison, hospital, an asylum, or other similar institution, should be
reckoned as one family.
3. Under heading 3, entitled ‘‘The name of every person
whose usual place of abode on the 1st day of June,
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