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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

 

New York University School of Law  

Acting Assistant Professor of Tax Law 2018 – Present 

Courses Taught: Survey of Tax Procedure, Tax Policy, Corporate Tax I  

Assistant Editor, Tax Law Review 2018 – Present 

 

Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law  

Fellowship in Empirical Legal Studies 2017 – 2018 

Courses Taught: Tax Policy (w. Sarah Lawsky)  

 

EDUCATION 

 

University of Michigan  

Ph.D., Economics 2018 

Dissertation: “Essays in the Economics and Law of Taxation”  

Committee: Joel Slemrod (chair), James R. Hines, Jr., J.J. Prescott, Charles Brown 

Fields: Public Finance, Law and Economics, Labor Economics  

  

J.D., cum laude 2015 

M.A., Economics 2013 

 

Harvard University  

A.B., Economics & History 2009 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

 

Primary: Federal Income Taxation, Corporate Taxation, International Tax, Business Associations, Contracts 

Secondary: Property, Estates and Trusts, State and Local Taxation, Empirical Methods, Law and Economics 

 

OTHER EXPERIENCE 

 

U.S. Department of Treasury  

Economist, IRS Research Affiliate Program 2016 – Present 

 

University of Michigan Law School  

Student attorney, Low Income Taxpayer Clinic 2015 – 2016 

Research Assistant, J.J. Prescott Winter 2015 

 

University of Michigan, Department of Economics  

Research Assistant, Joel Slemrod 2013 – 2014 

Graduate Student Instructor, Money and Banking 2013 – 2014 

Graduate Student Instructor, Intermediate Econometrics 2015 – 2016 

 

 

mailto:ew75@nyu.edu
http://eleanorwilking.com/
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Stanford University  

Research Analyst, Center for Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) 2009 – 2011 

 

WORKING PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

Why Does it Matter Who Remits? Evidence From a Natural Experiment Involving Airbnb and Hotel Taxes 

 

Abstract: How does the obligation to remit affect consumption tax incidence? In classical tax theory, 

assigning the responsibility to transfer tax revenue to the government has no effect on which party bears the 

economic burden of a consumption tax. I explore this prediction in the context of agreements between city 

governments and a large digital platform firm that shifted the obligation to remit hotel taxes from 

independent renters to the platform firm itself. Using variation in the location and timing of these 

agreements, I identify a substantial increase in advertised tax-inclusive rental prices—a violation of 

remittance invariance—but comparatively modest declines in completed reservations. A contemporaneous 

increase in hotel tax revenue collections suggests that the policy was an effective tax increase, assessed on 

previously non-compliant renters. I also explore heterogeneity in pass-through of this effective tax increase 

using several proxies for renter price-setting sophistication. Passthrough was lowest among full-space, 

frequent renters who likely faced smaller optimization frictions relative to more amateur renters. My results 

indicate that shifting the remittance obligation to the platform increases after-tax prices and raises revenue, 

suggesting that consumers bear a greater share of the tax burden when the remittance obligation is shifted to 

a party with fewer evasion opportunities. 

 

 

Independent Contractors in the U.S.: New Trends from 15 years of Administrative Tax Data (w. Katherine Lim, 

Alicia Miller, and Max Risch) 

 

Abstract: There is growing interest among policy makers and researchers in measuring the prevalence of 

independent contractors (ICs), partially due to concern that these workers do not enjoy the benefits provided 

to employees. However, identifying IC income is difficult because most existing datasets do not track it. We 

make two contributions to understanding changing patterns of IC income receipt. First, we translate the 

legal concept of an IC relationship into one that can be used to identify these relationships in tax data. 

Second, we use those data to establish several new empirical facts about individuals who receive IC income 

and the firms that contract with them. We find that the share of workers with IC income has grown by 1.5 

percentage points, or 22 percent, since 2001, pre-dating the rise of the gig economy and in line with 

previous estimates of IC growth. Independent contractor income receipt and its growth are not evenly 

distributed across workers. The largest share of workers with IC income are those in the top quartile of 

earnings who primarily receive wage income. But the fastest growing group are those in the bottom quartile 

of earnings who primarily receive IC income. Women saw more growth in IC income receipt than men, and 

smaller firms saw more growth in IC labor usage than larger firms. Together, these trends suggest that the 

long-run growth in IC labor in the U.S. cannot solely be attributed to individuals seeking supplemental 

income, or to the rise of a few online platform firms, but may represent a structural shift in the labor market, 

particularly for women.  

 

Independent Contractors in Law and in Fact: Evidence from U.S. Tax Returns  

 

Abstract: In this paper, I refine a definition of contractors developed in my previous work, apply it to a 

novel and comprehensive data source—the universe of U.S. individual income tax filings—and yield two 

empirical results. First, I show that the characteristics of workers primarily providing contractor labor and 

those primarily providing employee labor have converged over time using several metrics that proxy for 

financial and behavioral control, two elements of the criteria used to classify workers. This suggests a 

http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/airbnb_current.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-soi/19rpindcontractorinus.pdf
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growing misalignment between the legal classification of contractors and the economic substance of firm-

worker relationships, a trend that is more pronounced for lower-earning workers. Second, I show that how a 

worker is classified is responsive to firms’ financial incentives, using a difference-in-differences design 

involving a discontinuity in Medicare reimbursement rules between small and large firms. This result 

suggests that some firms may substitute away from employment relationships to avoid regulatory costs. I 

discuss several potential policy implications of these findings for the income tax system, including whether 

there is a continued basis for treating employees and contractors differently in light of a growing 

convergence in their economic reality. 

 

Does the Elasticity of the Sales Tax Base Depend on Enforcement? Evidence from U.S. States’ Voluntary 

Collection Agreements (w. Yeliz Kacamak and Tejaswi Velayudhan). 

 

Abstract: Sales taxes are an important source of revenue for U.S. states. A key parameter that determines the 

marginal excess burden associated with this tax is the elasticity of the consumption tax base with respect to 

the tax rate. We study empirically how an important development in U.S. sales tax policy—the requirement 

of online retailers to remit the sales tax instead of the consumer—impacts this elasticity using quasi-

experimental variation from the staggered state-wise introduction of Voluntary Collection Agreements 

(VCAs). Using detailed purchase data from the Nielsen Consumer Panel and monthly, zip-code level 

information on local sales tax rates, we find that consumers reduce their online expenditure after the 

introduction of VCAs, consistent with an increase in compliance with sales taxes on online sales and 

suggesting that consumers took note of the tax change. We test whether consumers are less responsive to 

sales tax rate changes and more responsive to sales tax holidays as a result. On average, we do not find 

evidence of an impact of the remittance rule change on the elasticity of the tax base with respect to the tax 

rate. 

 

Taxpayer Responses to Third-Party Income Reporting: Preliminary Evidence from a Natural Experiment in the 

Taxicab Industry (w. Bibek Adhikari, James Alm, Brett Collins, and Michael Sebastiani) 

  

Abstract: This paper uses confidential tax returns data from sole-proprietor businesses to estimate 

behavioral responses to the introduction of Form 1099-K, a third-party income reporting mandate that 

requires credit card companies to report to the Internal Revenue Service the gross amount of all payment 

transactions that businesses receive through their electronic payment systems. We estimate the causal 

impact of Form 1099-K on business reporting by exploiting a natural experiment in which many cities in the 

U.S. passed their own ordinances mandating that taxicab drivers install credit card readers in their vehicles, 

while other cities did not pass such ordinances. We find that taxpayers respond to third-party information 

reporting in offsetting ways. In particular, we find that firms from cities with mandatory credit card 

ordinances reported more receipts after the introduction of Form 1099-K compared to similar firms from 

cities without mandatory credit card ordinances, but they also reported an essentially offsetting increase in 

expenses. Overall, the net impact of third-party information reporting led to small and statistically 

insignificant changes in taxable income. These results are robust to a variety of alternative specifications 

and placebo tests. 

 

Published Papers 

“Expert and Public Attitudes Towards Tax Policy: 2013, 1994, and 1934” (w. Joel Slemrod and Diane Lim) 

National Tax Journal, December 2013, 66 (4), 775–806. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/amazon_current.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/amazon_current.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/Adhikarietal_current.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/Adhikarietal_current.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~ewilking/Lim_Slemrod_Wilking_NTJ_2013.pdf
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WORKS IN PROGRESS  

 

“Studied default: a natural experiment from employee cohorts and automatic enrollment in retirement plans” 

(w. Ryan Bubb, David Kamin, Shanthi Ramnath, and Patrick Warren)  

 

“What is the impact of federal income tax withholding on poor taxpayers? Evidence from U.S. tax data” 

(w. Jacob Goldin)  

 

SELECTED ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Conference Presentations 

Independent Contractor or Employee? Why it matters for the U.S. income tax—and how firms choose 

Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, University of Michigan (Nov. 2018, Ann Arbor, MI); National Tax 

Association Annual Conference (Nov. 2017, Philadelphia, PA) 

 

Does the Elasticity of the Sales Tax Base Depend on Enforcement?  

Annual Law and Economics Association (May 2018, Boston, MA); International Institute of Public Finance, 

Annual Congress (Aug. 2017, Tokyo, Japan); National Tax Association Annual Conference (Nov. 2017, 

Philadelphia, PA) 

 

Hotel Tax Incidence with Heterogeneous Firm Evasion: Evidence from Airbnb Remittance Agreements 

Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, Duke University (Nov. 2016, Durham, NC); Midwestern Law and 

Economics Association Conference, Marquette University (Nov. 2017, Milwaukee, WI); National Tax 

Association Annual Conference (Nov. 2016, Baltimore, MD); Conference on Business Taxation, Oxford 

University (Sep. 2016, Oxford, U.K.).s 

 

Workshop Invitations 

University of Texas Law and Economics Seminar (scheduled)  Austin, TX 

TBD October 2019 

 

Georgetown Tax Law and Public Finance Workshop Washington, D.C. 

Why does it matter who remits? Evidence from Airbnb Remittance Agreements April 2019 

 

University California Los Angeles Colloquium on Tax Policy and Public Finance Los Angeles, CA 

Why does it matter who remits? Evidence from Airbnb Remittance Agreements March 2019 

 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS 

 

Russell Sage Foundation, “Future of Work” (w. Joel Slemrod) ($149,000) 2019 

Michigan Economics Department Service Award 2018 

Rackham Dissertation Award ($5,000) 2016 

NSF Graduate Research Fellowship ($129,000) 2012 – 2017 

Rackham Merit Fellowship (5 years tuition and stipend) 2012 – 2017 
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REFERENCES  

  

University of Michigan  

Joel Slemrod (Chair)  

Professor of Business Economics  

Stephen M. Ross School of Business 

 (734) 936-3914 

jslemrod@umich.edu 

 

Reuven Avi-Yonah 

Irwin I. Cohn Professor of Law  

University of Michigan Law School 

(734) 647-4033 

aviyonah@umich.edu 

 

James R. Hines, Jr. 

Professor of Law and Economics 

University of Michigan Law School 

(734) 936-5669 

jrhines@umich.edu 

 

J.J. Prescott 

Professor of Law  

University of Michigan Law School 

(734) 763-2326 

jprescott@umich.edu 

Northwestern University  

Sarah B. Lawsky 

Professor of Law  

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 

(312) 503-1855 

sarah.lawsky@law.northwestern.edu 

 

Matthew L. Spitzer 

Howard and Elizabeth Chapman Professor 

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 

(312) 503-8434 

matthew.spitzer@law.northwestern.edu 

 

Ezra Friedman  

Professor of Law 

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 

(312) 503-0230 

ezra-friedman@law.northwestern.edu 

 

Janice Nadler 

Nathaniel L. Nathanson Professor of Law 

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 

(312) 503-3228 

jnadler@law.northwestern.edu 

 

New York University  

Daniel N. Shaviro 

Wayne Perry Professor of Taxation 

New York University School of Law 

(212) 998-6187 

daniel.shaviro@nyu.edu 

 

Noël B. Cunningham 

Professor of Law 

New York University School of Law  

(212) 998‐6159 

nbc1@nyu.edu 

 

Ryan Bubb 

Professor of Law 

New York University School of Law 

(212) 992-8871 

ryan.bubb@nyu.edu 

 

Other 

Steven Dean 

Professor of Tax Law  

New York University School of Law 

(212) 998-6479 

s.dean@nyu.edu 

 

Jacob Goldin 

Assistant Professor of Law  

Stanford University 

(650) 763-8503 

jsgoldin@law.stanford.edu 

 

Alicia Miller  

Manager, Partnership & Innovation 

Knowledge Development and Application 

Research Applied Analytics and Statistics 

Internal Revenue Service 

Alicia.M.Miller@irs.gov  
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