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Overview

• Set our work in context in this session,
foundations of our interest in records of
practice

• What do we mean by a “record of
practice,” what are some key features,
and how might records of practice be
used?

• An example of using and making records
in preservice teacher education
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A set of premises about
learning the practice of teaching

•  Teaching is a complex practice.
•   Learning teaching occurs mostly from experience.
•  Experience is often a poor teacher.
•  Teaching is a practice, not a domain of knowledge.

•  Needed are forms of “harnessing” experience to
make learning from experience more possible, both
individually and collectively.
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Three perspectives on teachers’
professional learning
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Learning through collegial interaction
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Learning in and from practice
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What are different forms in which
practice can be harnessed for

professional learning?

• Case studies
• Lesson study
• Records of practice
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Records of practice
What do we mean by the term?

• Documentation of practice
• Collection of artifacts of learning and

teaching
• Capture primary elements of experience
• Never isomorphic with experience
• Choices : form, focus, frame
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Student
work
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Teacher
Notebook

Plans
Notes on students
reflections
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Videotapes
of classroom
lessons
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What are some features of
records of practice?

1. Relatively close to original events and artifacts
as enacted and used

2. Capture natural texture of learning and teaching
3. Highly detailed, concrete and particular, not

compressed by theory
4. Makes content visible as it moves and evolves

within teachers’ and children’s work
5. Makes the nonverbal -- time, relations, voice,

pace, tone -- available for scrutiny
6. Available for multiple interpretations and uses
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• Provide a medium for study and
discussion of practice across divides of
experience, language, ideas

• Can function as common referent
• Are highly flexible in their use, and

broadly usable
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Uses of records of practice

• Discussion of teaching and learning
by: the public, other scholars and
practitioners

• Professional study of teaching and
learning
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Sorting Out the Issues in
Mathematics Education
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Solving Problems
in Mathematics Education

1. What are the core problems of U.S. mathematics   education?
2. What do people think are the causes of these problems and

what solutions do they propose?

3. What are new goals for mathematics education?
4. What might work on these goals look like in practice?
5. What would it take to accomplish these goals?
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IN THIS SEGMENT . . .

What might students be learning?

How do students interact with one another?

How do they deal with the mathematical ideas?

What mathematical learning opportunities do you see? 

What might a teacher need to know to handle what is
going on here?
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From Policy to Practice
         Research
       Evaluation of programs
       Curriculum policy
       Standards and frameworks
       Teacher credentialing and hiring policies
       Teacher education and professional development
       Assessment of achievement
       Curriculum
       Learning to teach
       Teaching and learning
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Practice and Policy
         Teaching and learning
       Learning to teach
       Curriculum
       Assessment of achievement
       Teacher education and professional development
       Teacher credentialing and hiring policies
       Standards and frameworks
       Curriculum policy
       Evaluation of programs
       Research
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Uses of records of practice

• Discussion of teaching and learning
by: the public, other scholars and
practitioners

• Professional study of teaching and
learning
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