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The Guidebook for Taking a Life

By MICHAEL MOSS and SOUAD MEKHENNET

We were in a small house in Zarqga, Jordan, trymgnterview two heavily bearded
Islamic militants about their distribution of red¢raent videos when one of us asked one
too many questions.

“He’s American?” one of the militants growled. “Lekidnap and Kill him.”

The room fell silent. But before anyone could antthis impulse, the rules of jihadi
etiquette kicked in. You can't just slaughter ateis militants are taught by sympathetic
Islamic scholars. You need permission from whoereanges the meeting. And in this
case, the arranger who helped us to meet thigpalined to sign off.

“He’s my guest,” Marwan Shehadeh, a Jordanian rekeg told the bearded men.

With Islamist violence brewing in various partstbé world, the set of rules that seek to
guide and justify the killing that militants dogsowing more complex.

This jihad etiquette is not written down, and fayod reason. It varies as much in
interpretation and practice as extremist groupy vartheir goals. But the rules have
some general themes that underlie actions rangiom fthe recent rash of suicide
bombings in Algeria and Somalia, to the surge iheaelings and bombings by separatist
Muslims in Thailand.

Some of these rules have deep roots in the Midd#t, BEvhere, for example, the Egyptian
Islamic scholar Yusuf al-Qaradawi has argued itine to Kill Israeli citizens because
their compulsory military service means they aretndy civilians.

The war inlraq is reshaping the etiquette, too. Suicide bombenms fradical Sunni and
Shiite Muslim groups have long been called martgréggcution that avoids the Koran's
ban on killing oneself in favor of the honor it acds death in battle against infidels.
Now some Sunni militants are urging the killingStiiites, alleging that they are not true
Muslims. If there seems to be no published playbtlodére are informal rules, and these
were gathered by interviewing militants and themders, Islamic clerics and scholars in
Jordan, SyriaLebanonand England, along with government intelligenciciais in the
Middle East, Europe and the United States.

Islamic militants who embrace violence may accdanta minuscule fraction of Muslims
in the world, but they lay claim to the breadthigitmic teachings in their efforts to
justify their actions. “No jihadi will do any actiountil he is certain this action is morally
acceptable,” says Dr. Mohammad al-Massari, a Saisdident who runs a leading jihad
Internet forumTajdeed.netin London, where he now lives.



Here are six of the more striking jihadi tenetspalgant Islamists describe them:
Rule No. 1: You can kill bystanders without feeliadpt of guilt.

The Koran, as translated by the University of SeuthCalifornia Muslim Student
Association’s Compendium of Muslim Texts, generalpyohibits the slaying of
innocents, as in Verse 33 in Chapter 17 (Isra’, Wight Journey, Children of Israel):
“Nor take life, which Allah has made sacred, exdepfust cause.”

But the Koran also orders Muslims to resist oppoessas verses 190 and 191 of Chapter
2 (The Cow) instruct: “Fight in the cause of Allaith those who fight with you, but do
not transgress limits; for Allah loveth not trareggors. And slay them wherever ye catch
them, and turn them out from where they have tugmaedout, for tumult and oppression
are worse than slaughter. ...”

In the typical car bombing, some Islamists say, @atlidentify those who deserve to
die — for example, anyone helping the enemy — asmdsthem to hell. The other
victims will go to paradise. “The innocent who iarfy he won't suffer,” Dr. Massari
says. “He becomes a martyr himself.”

There is one gray area. If you are a Muslim who $iased, getting killed by a suicide
bomber will clean some of your slate for Judgmeay,Dout precisely where God draws
the line between those who go to heaven or habispelled out.

Rule No. 2: You can kill children, too, without kg to feel distress.

True, Islamic texts say it is unlawful to kill ctifen, women, the old and the infirm. In
the Sahih Bukhari, a respected collection of sesnand sayings of the Prophet
Muhammad, verse 4:52:257 refers to Ghazawat, &battvhich Muhammad took part.
“Narrated Abdullah: During some of the Ghazawathe& Prophet a woman was found
killed. Allah’s Apostle disapproved the killing @fomen and children.”

But militant Islamists including extremists in Jardwho embracél Qaedas ideology
teach recruits that children receive special casitibn in death. They are not held
accountable for any sins until puberty, and if theg killed in a jihad operation they will
go straight to heaven. There, they will instantye do their late 20s, and enjoy the same
access to virgins and other benefits as martyesvec

Islamic militants are hardly alone in seeking tboraalize innocent deaths, says John O.
Voll, a professor of Islamic history &eorgetown University*Whether you are talking
about leftist radicals here in the 1960s, or thelapes for civilian collateral damage in
Iraq that you get from the Pentagon, the argungetitat if the action is just, the collateral
damage is justifiable,” he says.

Rule No. 3: Sometimes, you can single out civiliforskilling; bankers are an example.



In principle, nonfighters cannot be targeted iniatamt operation, Islamist scholars say.
But the list of exceptions is long and growing.

Civilians can be killed in retribution for an enemyack on Muslim civilians, argue some
scholars like the Saudi cleric Abdullah bin NasseRashid, whose writings and those of
other prominent Islamic scholars have been analyzgdhe Combating Terrorism
Center, a research group at the United StatesadiliAcademy at West Point, N.Y.

Shakir al-Abssi, whose Qaeda-minded group, Fatdlslain, has been fighting Lebanese
soldiers since May 20, says some government offiadee fair game. He was sentenced
to death in Jordan for helping to organize theistapf the American diplomat Laurence
Foley in 2002, and said in an interview with TheaNéork Times that while he did not
specifically choose Mr. Foley to be killed, “Anyrgen that comes to our region with a
military, security or political aim, then he isegltimate target.”

Others like Atilla Ahmet, a 42-year-old Briton of/@riot descent who is awaiting trial in
England on terrorism charges, take a broader vidwwould be legitimate to attack
banks because they charge interest, and thisv@iation of Islamic law,” Mr. Ahmet

said last year.

Rule No. 4: You cannot Kill in the country whereuyi@side unless you were born there.

Militants living in a country that respects thehtig of Muslims have something like a
peace contract with the country, says Omar Bakniadical sheik who moved from
London to Lebanon two years ago under pressure Botish authorities.

Militants who go to Iraq get a pass as expeditipnaarriors. And the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks did not violate this rule since the hijaskeame from outside the United States,
Mr. Bakri said.

“When | heard about the London bombings, | prayed ho bombers from Britain were
involved,” he said, fearing immigrants were resploles As it turned out, the July 7,

2005, attack largely complied with this rule. Thofghe four men who set off the bombs
had been born in Britain; the fourth moved theomfrJamaica as an infant.

Mr. Bakri says he does not condone violence agamsicent people anywhere. But
some of the several hundred young men who studiednl with him say they have no
such qualms.

“We have a voting system here in Britain, so anywhe is voting forTony Blairis not a
civilian and therefore would be a legitimate targestays Khalid Kelly, an Irish-born
Islamic convert who says he studied with Mr. Bakriondon.

Rule No. 5: You can lie or hide your religion ifyyalo this for jihad.



Muslims are instructed by the Koran to be truehtartreligion. “Therefore stand firm (in
the straight Path) as thou art commanded, thoulas® who with thee turn (unto Allah),
and transgress not (from the Path), for He seethalléhat you do,” says verse 112 of
Chapter 11 (Hud). Lying is allowed only when itdeemed a necessity, for example
when being tortured, or when an innocuous deces@res a good purpose, scholars
say.

But some militants appear to shirk this rule tondlen with non-Muslim surroundings or
deflect suspicion, says Maj. Gen. Achraf Rifi, tieneral director of Lebanon’s internal
security force who oversaw a surveillance last yafan Lebanese man suspected of
plotting to blow up the PATH train under the Hud$imer.

“We thought the story couldn’'t be true, especiallgen we followed this young man,”
General Rifi said. “He was going out, drinking, simg girls, drove a red MG.” But he
says the man, who is now awaiting trial in Lebarmmfessed, and Mr. Rifi recalled that
the Sept. 11 hijacker who came from Lebanon fretpgediscos in Beirut.

Mr. Voll takes a different view of the playboy-t@hmilitant phenomenon. He says the
Sept. 11 hijackers might simply have been “guys wh@yed a good drink” and that

militant leaders may be seeking to do a “post faatoubbing up of their image” by

portraying sins as a ruse.

Rule No. 6. You may need to ask your parents feir tonsent.

Militant Islamists interpret the Koran and the sgpa teachings of Muhammad that are
known as the Sunna as laying out five criteriagaret by people wanting to be jihadis.
They must be Muslim, at least 15 and mature, ohdauind, debt free and have parental
permission.

The parental rule is currently waived inside Inatyere Islamists say it is every Muslim’s
duty to fight the Americans, Dr. Massari says. dtoptional for residents of nearby
countries, like Jordan.

In Zarqga, Jordan, the 24-year-old Abu Ibrahim dag/$s waiting for another chance to be
a jihadi after Syrian officials caught him in thallfheading to Iraq. He is taking the
parental rule one step further, he said. His fansilgrranging for him to marry, and he
feels obligated to disclose his jihad plans to potential bride.

“I will inform my future wife of course about my s, and | hope that, God willing, she
might join me,” he said.
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