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Goal. The goal of this class is to introduce and study the theory of perfectoid spaces, and to discuss their applications
to commutative algebra and algebraic geometry.

Background. Perfectoid spaces are a class of spaces in p-adic arithmetic geometry introduced in 2012 by Peter
Scholze in his PhD thesis. Very roughly speaking, these spaces are modeled by (spectra attached to) Zp-algebras
whose mod p reductions have all p-power roots. Despite their youth, these spaces have had stunning applications to
many different areas of mathematics, including number theory, algebraic geometry, representation theory, commutative
algebra, and algebraic topology. The key to this success is that perfectoid spaces provide a functorial procedure to
translate certain algebro-geometric problems from characteristic 0 (or mixed characteristic) to characteristic p; the
latter can often be more accessible thanks to the magic of Frobenius.

Plan. The bulk of this class will be devoted to explaining the basic theory of perfectoid spaces [Sc1, §1 - §7]. En
route, we shall encounter the following topics:

• Faltings’ theory of ‘almost mathematics’ (as explained in [GR]) conceived in his proof of Fontaine’s conjec-
tures in p-adic Hodge theory [Fa].

• Huber’s approach to nonarchimedean geometry via his language of adic spaces [Hu1, Hu2, Hu3].
• The basic algebraic geometry of perfect schemes in characteristic p.

The highlight of this part of the course will be the ‘almost purity theorem’, a weaker version of which forms the
cornerstone of Faltings’ aforementioned work. The rest of the course will focus on the following applications:

• The direct summand conjecture and its derived version (following the ideas of [An, Bh]), and the p-adic analog
of Kunz’s theorem characterizing regularity.

• The Hodge-Tate decomposition for smooth projective varieties over p-adic fields (following [Fa, Sc2]).

Prerequisites. I will assume familiarity with the language of algebraic geometry (Math 631, Math 632). Prior ex-
perience with some form of rigid analytic geometry (say familiarity with the results discussed in [Bo] or [Sch], or
participation in Mattias Jonsson’s class on “Berkovich spaces” last fall) is not necessary, but will be very useful in
motivating various constructions and results.

Homework. Some background material will be delegated to homework in the form of readings; I will also occasion-
ally put up some problem sets at http://www-personal.umich.edu/˜bhattb/teaching/mat679w17/
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