Winter, 2006
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-4:00
G115 Angell Hall

Professor Brian Porter
Office: 1751 Haven Hall
E-Mail: baporter @umich.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays, 9:00—-12:00

In this class we will explore the history of the northeastern part of Europe, encompassing the lands now
included within Poland, Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary. Our story
begins in the middle ages, when the loosely organized communities living in these territories first devel oped
large-scale political institutions, and ends with the dawn of the modern erain the late 19" century. We will
study how the people of Eastern Europe developed their own peculiar political and social systems, and dealt
with the region’srich cultural, linguistic, and religious diversity. Thiswas aland marked by brutal exploitation
and inequality, where the nobility lived off the labor of an enserfed peasantry, but also by unprecedented
political liberties and privileges, with elected monarchs, parliamentary assemblies, and wide-ranging legd
rights for the nobility. This paradoxical overlap of freedom and oppression will be one of the main themes of
our course. Wewill also highlight the cultural richness of the region. Christianity, Judaism, and Islam met in
Eastern Europe-sometimes in conflict, but usually in peaceful coexistence. This diversity would turn sour with
the emergence of nationalism in the modern era, but along view of the region’s history offers us an example of
how people of different faiths, cultures, and languages can live side-by-side.



Course M echanics

Grading will be based on the following:
- Two Exams: 40%

- These will be given in class on February 23 and during our scheduled final exam period (Thursday,
April 27, a 1:30 pm). Both examswill bein our regular classroom, G115 Angell Hall

- These will test basic knowledge of events, people, chronology, and geography. Memorization of the
most important material from the lectures and readings will be required.

- Two Take-Home Essay Projects. 50%

- These will be due on March 7" (immediately following Spring Break) and April 18" (the final day of
class).

- You will be given alist of questions well in advance. Y ou may write on one of the suggested topics, or
chose your own.

- The papers should be approximately 2,000 words (about 6 pages).

- Most of your grade will be based on your ability to formulate alogical argument with a creative thesis,
and to employ evidence from the readings and lectures to support your assertions. Y ou will not
receive a high grade if you only repeat arguments or narrative accounts from the lectures or
readings.

- You will also be graded on grammar, spelling, style, and proper academic apparatus and presentation. It
is expected that these will be carefully written, polished essays. Sloppy overnighters will not be
tolerated.

- Attendance and Participation: 10%

- Thiswill be primarily alecture class, but your active participation is required. Y our engagement with
the class will be evaluated in two ways:

- You must read the assigned material prior to coming to class, and five very short pop quizzes
will be given at unannounced times throughout the semester to verify that you have done
the reading. These quizzes will be ssmple for those who have completed the assigned
texts. One quiz grade will be discarded when calculating your average (in other words,
you can miss one quiz with no penalty).

- An on-line discussion section has been established on the CTOOL S website, and every student
must contribute at least five substantive postings over the course of the semester. For a
posting to receive credit it must be at least 200 wordsin length (i.e., a medium sized
paragraph), and it must seriously engage the main themes of the readings or the lectures.
At least two of your postings must come prior to the midterm, and at least two must come
after the midterm—in other words, don't try to either put all this off to the end, or get it
out of the way quickly; I'm looking for sustained participation over the entire term. Y ou
can get credit by either responding to an ongoing conversation or by posting a new
guestion for discussion. | will not be evaluating whether postings are “right” or “wrong”;
instead, | will be looking for evidence of thoughtful and serious debate. My moderation
of the discussion will be very light. Although | will occasionally post questions and
comments of my own, | will leave it up to you to carry on the conversation.

- Rude or immatur e behavior during the lectures (talking, reading newspapers, seeping, etc.) will
not betolerated.



Texts
Available at Shaman Drum Bookshop (313 South State Street)

Stone, Daniel. The Polish-Lithuanian State, 1386-1795. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001.

Wandycz, Piotr. The Lands of Partitioned Poland, 1795-1918. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1993.

Kontler, Laszl6. A History of Hungary. New Y ork: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.

Agnew, Hugh. The Czechs and the Lands of the Bohemian Crown. Palo Alto: Hoover Institute Press, 2004. This book can be read for free on-line at http://www-
hoover.stanford.edu/publications/books/czech.html.

Fichtner, Paula Sutter. The Habsburg Empire: From Dynasticism to Multinationalism. Malabar, Florida: Krieger Publishing Company, 1997.

Chirot, Daniel. The Origins of Backwardness in Eastern Europe: Economics and Politics from the Middle Ages Until the Early Twentieth Century. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1989.

Cour sepack
Available at Dollar Bill Copying (611 Church Street)
or from the University Library Reserve Website (http://www.lib.umich.edu/r eser ves/ur es/lists/1/wi2006/wi2006H | STORY 330bapor ter .php)

“Nihil Novi,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European Monographs,
1990), 109-10, 113-14.

“Form of Oath of the Most Illustrious Prince and Newly Elected King of Poland, Henry I11” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds. Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance
to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European Monographs, 1990), 141-42.

M. Fredro, “ Responsum,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European
Monographs, 1990), 156-62.

Jan of Perstyn, “Pleato a Habsburg,” in Zdenka Munzer and Jan Munzer, eds., We Were and We Shall Be: The Czechoslovak Spirit through the Centuries (New Y ork: Frederick Ungar,
1941), 43-45.

“ Statute on Jewish Liberties in Poland,” in Iwo Cyprian Pogonowski, ed., Jews in Poland: A Documentary History (New Y ork: Hippocrene Books, 1993), 43-58.

John Hus, The Letters of John Hus (Totowa, New Jersey: Rowman and Littlefield, 1972), 107-109, 271-74, 295-98.

Petr Chel icky, “Voicein the Wilderness,” in Zdenka Munzer and Jan Munzer, eds., We Were and We Shall Be: The Czechoslovak Spirit through the Centuries (New Y ork: Frederick
Ungar, 1941), 33-39.

“The General Confederation of Warsaw,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado:
East European Monographs, 1990), 131-33.

Janusz Tazbir, “ The Fate of Polish Protestantism in the Seventeenth Century,” in J. K. Fedorowicz, ed., A Republic of Nobles: Sudies in Polish History to 1864 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1982), 198-217.

Augustyn Kordecki, A Diary of the Sege of Cz stochowa in 1655 (Cz stochowa, Poland: The Paulite Monastery, 1991), 14-15, 26-29, 63-67, 90-96.

Hugo Ko taj, “Letters by an Anonym,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar
Publishing Company, 1981), 44-51.

“The Constitution of May 3,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European
Monographs, 1990), 168-73.

“Po aniec Manifesto,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European
Monographs, 1990), 189-93.

Maurycy Mochnacki, “To Be or Not To Be,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar
Publishing Company, 1981), 79-81.

Adam Mickiewicz, Various Writings, in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar Publishing
Company, 1981), 82-90.

“The Manifesto of the Polish Democratic Society,” in M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great Emigration (Boulder,
Colorado: East European Monographs, 1990), 199-209.

“From the Proclamation of the Organization ‘ Polish People, Community Grudzi dz,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century
to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 71-72.

Peter Brock, The Sovak National Awakening: An Essay in the Intellectual History of East Central Europe (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1976), 3-54.

Havli ek, “The Pen and the Sword,” in Zdenka Munzer and Jan Munzer, eds., We Were and We Shall Be: The Czechoslovak Spirit through the Centuries (New Y ork: Frederick Ungar,
1941), 56-67.

“ Selected Documents from 1848,” from HABSBURG Source Texts Archive, http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~habsweb/sourcetexts/hungsources.html.

FrantiSek Palacky, “Letter to Frankfurt,” in Zdenka Munzer and Jan Munzer, eds., We Were and We Shall Be: The Czechoslovak Spirit through the Centuries (New Y ork: Frederick
Ungar, 1941), 71-86.

Jan S omka, From Serfdom to Self-Government: Memoirs of a Polish Village Mayor, 1842-1927 (London: Minerva Publishing, n.d.), 1-37.

Peter Hanak, "Hungary in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy: Preponderancy or Dependency?' Austrian History Yearbook 3 (1967): 260-302.

Charles Fenyvesi, When the World Was Whole: Three Centuries of Memories (New Y ork: Viking, 1990), 85-97.

“Hermine Hanel Gisa,” “ Pickovéa-Saudkova,” and “ Josefa Naprstkova,” in Wilma Abeles Iggers, ed., Women of Prague: Ethnic Diversity and Social Change from the Eighteenth Century
to the Present (Providence: Berghahn Books, 1995), 90-114, 164-225.

Boles aw Prus, “Patriotism” and “ The Jewish Little Question,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New
York: F. Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 106-11.

Eliza Orzeszkowa, “ The Jews and the Jewish Question,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F.
Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 112-17.

Aleksander wi tochowski, “Political Directions,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New York: F.
Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 118-23.

Jan Baudouin de Courtenay, “Address at the Opening of the Autonomists' Congressin St. Petersburg,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from
the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 124-27.

Ludwik Wary ski, “ Speeches at the Trial,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New York: F. Ungar
Publishing Company, 1981), 147-49.

“Aims of the Polish Socialist Party,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar Publishing
Company, 1981), 150-51.

Boles aw Limanowski, “The Nation and the State,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New York: F.
Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 152-54.

Jozef Pi sudski, “ Proclamation Upon the Entry of Polish Troops into the Congress Kingdom,” and “On Patriotism,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive
Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar Publishing Company, 1981), 155-58.

Ignacy Daszy ski, “The Policy of the Proletariat,” in Krystyna Olszer, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present (New Y ork: F. Ungar
Publishing Company, 1981), 159-61.

Roman Dmowski, Jan Ludwik Pop awski, and Zygmunt Balicki, “ Selected Passages from the National Democratic Movement,” translated by Brian Porter (Unpublished).

FrantiSek Rieger, “ Testament,” in Zdenka Munzer and Jan Munzer, eds., We Were and We Shall Be: The Czechoslovak Spirit through the Centuries (New Y ork: Frederick Ungar, 1941),
87-89.

Mark Twain, “ Stirring Times in Austria,” Harper’s 96 (1898): 530-40.



SCHEDULE OF LECTURES

DATE LECTURETITLE READING ASSIGNMENT
1/10 Introduction
112 State Formation Kontler, 21-65
Agnew, 3-14
117 Jagiellonians and Habsburgs (part one) Stone, 3-66
Agnew, 15-38
Fichtner, 3-13
1/19 Jagiellonians and Habsburgs (part two) Kontler, 66-149
1/24 The Noble Republics Stone, 116-127, 177-189
Coursepack, Nihil Novi, Henry 111, Fredro, Jan of Per&tyn
1/26 The Serfs 1 Stone, 67-93, 190-210
Chirot, 1-130
1/31 The Serfs 2
2/2 The Jews of Eastern Europe Cour sepack, Statute on Jewish Liberties
2/7 The Christians of Eastern Europe 1 Agnew, 39-82
Kontler, 150-158
Coursepack, Hus, Chel icky
Fichtner, 14-26
2/9 The Christians of Eastern Europe 2 Cour sepack, The Warsaw Confederation, Tazbir.
2/14 The Deluge Stone, 131-176
Coursepack, Diary of Cz stochowa
2/16 The Collapse of the Polish-Lithuanian Republic (part Stone, 233-241, 245-319
one) Coursepack, Ko taj
2/21 The Collapse of the Polish-Lithuanian Republic (part Cour sepack, May 3 Constitution, Po aniec Manifesto
two)
2/123 MIDTERM
3/7 FIRST ESSAY PROJECT DUE
Nationalism and Revolution Wandycz, 3-131
Cour sepack, Mochnacki, Mickiewicz, Manifesto of Lud Polski
3/9 Inventing Nations: Czechs and Slovaks Agnew, 83-101
Coursepack, Brock, Havli ek
Fichtner, 134-139
3/14 Hungarians and Habsburgs Kontler, 159-221
Agnew, 124-145
Fichtner, 23-37, 123-124, 128-129
3/16 1848 Kontler, 222-260
Fichtner, 38-48
Wandycz, 132-154
Cour sepack, 1848 Documents, Palacky,
3/21 1863 (part one) Wandycz, 155-179
3/23 1863 (part two)
3/28 The Compromises of 1867 Kontler, 261-278
Wandycz, 214-238
Cour sepack, Hanak
Fichtner, 49-61, 147-161
3/30 M odernization (or not): Emancipation Coursepack, S omka
4/4 Modernization (or not): Industrialization Wandycz, 193-213
Kontler, 302-318
Fichtner, 62-72, 162-170, 173-176
4/6 New Politics for aNew World: Liberals and Socialists Wandycz, 260-307
Kontler, 279-301
Agnew, 146-161
Coursepack, Prus, Orzeszkova, wi tochowski, de Courtenay, Wary ski, Aims of the Socialists,
Limanowski, Pi sudski, Daszy ski
Fichtner, 203-207
Chirot, 210-252
4/11 New Politics for aNew World: Modern Nationalism Wandycz, 239-259
and Anti-Semitism Cour sepack, Dmowski, Rieger
4/13 The Jews of Eastern Europe and the New World Cour sepack, Fenyvesi, Igers
4/18 FINAL ESSAY PROJECT DUE
Eastern Europe Enters the 20" Century Wandycz, 308-330
Fichtner, 73-106, 171-172, 193-202, 208-210
Coursepack, Twain
4/27 FINAL EXAM

1:30




