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Grading  
 
In-Class Exams: 30% 

- These will be administered during class on October 24, and on Tuesday, December 19, at 1:30 pm. 
- These will test basic knowledge of events, individuals, chronology, and geography.  Memorization of 

the most important material from the lectures and readings will be required, and a study guide 
will be handed out in advance. 

 
Take-Home Essay Projects: 50% 

- These will be due on October 31 and December 12. 
- You will be given a list of questions well in advance. 

You may write on one of the suggested topics, 
or chose your own. In the latter case, you must 
clear your topic with Professor Porter or with 
your GSI. 

- The papers should be 2,000-2,500 words long 
(approximately 6-8 typed, double-spaced 
pages). 

- Most of your grade will be based on your ability to 
formulate a logical argument with a creative 
thesis, and to employ evidence from the 
readings and lectures to support your assertions. 
You will not receive a high grade if you only 
repeat arguments or narrative accounts from the lectures or readings. 

- Although it is neither required nor expected, you may use outside materials.  On the other hand, you 
must utilize (and focus on) the assigned readings. 

- You will be graded on grammar, spelling, style, and proper academic apparatus and presentation. It is 
expected that these will be carefully written, polished essays. Sloppy overnighters will not be 
tolerated. 

 
Participation in Discussion Section: 20% 

- Attendance at discussion section is mandatory 
- You must do the assigned reading in advance, and be prepared to talk about it in an informed and 

engaged manner. Active involvement in the class conversations is expected, and you will receive 
a poor grade it you only sit and listen. If there is a problem with the discussion section that you 
feel inhibits your participation, it is your responsibility to talk with your GSI or Professor Porter 
about this. Problems must be dealt with early in the term; if you come to us with a concern or 
complaint late in the semester, there is little we can do.  

 
 
 
Attendance at lectures is also mandatory. If systematic and wide-
spread non-attendance becomes a serious problem, a pop-quiz is 
always a possibility. It is assumed that all students are mature enough 
to listen to the lectures with respectful attention. Rude behavior 
during the lectures (talking, reading newspapers, sleeping, etc.) 
will not be tolerated. 
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Required Reading 
 
The following required texts are available at Shaman Drum Bookshop, 315 S. State Street: 

·  David F. Crew, ed., Nazism and German Society, 1933-1945 (New York: Rutledge, 1994), ISBN: 0415082404 
·  Holger Herwig, The Outbreak of World War I  (New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997), ISBN: 

0669416924  
·  Eric J. Hobabawm, The Age of Empire (New York: Pantheon Books, 1989), ISBN: 0679721754 
·  Adam Hochschild, King Leopold's Ghost (New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1998) ISBN: 0618001905. 
·  Stephen J. Lee, European Dictatorships, 1918-1945 (New York: Routledge, 2000), ISBN: 0415230462 
·  Lewis H. Siegelbaum, Andrei Sokolov, Thomas Hoisington, Steven Shabad, eds. Stalinism As a Way of Life: A 

Narrative in Documents (New Haven:  Yale University Press, 2000), ISBN: 0300084803  
·  One of the following novels is required.  

·  Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, translated by A. W. Wheen (New York: Ballantine 
Books, 1995). ISBN: 0449213943.  

·  Ernst Junger, The Storm of Steel (New York:  Penguin Books, 2004). ISBN: 0142437905 
 
A coursepack including the following material is available at Shaman Drum, and has also been placed on-

line through University Course Reserves (http://www.lib.umich.edu/reserves/)  
·  John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 5-18. 
·  Herbert Spencer, The Study of Sociology (London: C. Kegan Paul, 1881), 339-346. 
·  Samuel Smiles, Self-Help (New York: A. L. Burt, n. d), 1-7, 250-262. 
·  Thomas Hill Green, “Lecture on Liberal Legislation and Freedom of Contract,” in The Works of Thomas Hill 

Green (London: Longmans, Green, and Company, 1891), 365-386. 
·  Karl Marx, “The Communist Manifesto” from 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/manifest.pdf. 
·  M. B. Biskupski and James S. Pula, eds., Polish Democratic Thought from the Renaissance to the Great 

Emigration (Boulder, Colorado: East European Monographs, 1990) 
o “The Manifesto of the Polish Democratic Society,” 199-209. 

·  Krystyna Olszer, ed, For Your Freedom and Ours: Polish Progressive Spirit from the 14th Century to the Present 
(New York: F. Ungar Publishing Company, 1981)  

o Adam Mickiewicz, “The Tendencies of the Peoples of Europe,” “About the Great Man of the Future,” 82-
90. 

o “The Proclamation of the Organization ‘Polish People, Community Grudzi� dz,” 71-72. 
o Boles
aw Prus, “Patriotism” and “The Jewish Little Question,” 106-111. 
o Eliza Orzeszkowa, “The Jews and the Jewish Question,” 112-117. 
o Aleksander � wi� tochowski, “Political Directions,” 118-123. 

·  Roman Dmowski, Jan Ludwik Pop
awski, and Zygmunt Balicki, “Selected Passages from the National 
Democratic Movement,” translated by Brian Porter (Unpublished). 

·  Heinrich Von Treitschke, Politics, translated by Blanche Dugdale (London: Constable and Company, 1916) 
(excerpts from http://www2.ctc.edu/~ttaylor/treit.htm). 

·  James E. Connor, ed., Lenin on Politics and Revolution:  Selected Writings (New York: Pegasus, 1968), 158-160, 
184-230. 

·  Roger Pethybridge, eds., Witnesses to the Russian Revolution (Secaucus, N.J.: Citadel Press, 1964), 96-103, 113-
119, 121-124, 129-133, 136-139, 175-183, 193-194, 208-212, 228-241, 252-256. 

·  Maynard Keynes, “Europe after the Treaty,” in The Economic Consequences of the Peace (London, Macmillan, 
1920), http://socserv2.socsci.mcmaster.ca/~econ/ugcm/3ll3/keynes/peace.htm. 



Schedule of Lectures and Readings 
 

Date LECTURE TITLE READING ASSIGNMENTS 
9/7 Introduction: The Era of Total War  
9/12 Industrialization and Urbanization Hobsbawm, 1-55. 
9/14 Liberalism: An Ideology for the New Europe Hobsbawm, 165-191. 

Coursepack: Mill, Spencer, Smiles, Green 
9/19 The New Culture of Time and Space Hobsbawm, 219-275 
9/21 Socialism and the Labor Movement Hobsbawm, 84-141. 

Coursepack:  Marx 
9/26 The Origins of Modern Feminism Hobsbawm, 192-218. 
9/28 The Roots of War: Nationalism Hobsbawm, 142-164. 

Coursepack: Documents on Polish Nationalism 
10/3 The Roots of War: Imperialism Hobsbawm, 56-83. 

Hochschild 
10/5 The Culture of Violence and WWI (1) Hobsbawm, 302-327. 
10/10 The Culture of Violence and WWI (2) Herwig, 15-47, 70-89, 98-104, 125-134, 142-151. 
10/12 W.W.I: The War of Immobility  
10/17 No Class:  Fall Study Break   
10/19 W.W.I: Life in the Trenches  Remarque OR Junger 
10/24 Midterm Exam  
10/26 The Ruins after the War: Inflation and 

Depression 
Lee, 18-22. 
Coursepack:  Keynes 

10/31 Revolution (1) Hobsbawm, 292-301. 
Lee, 23-41. 

11/2 Revolution (2) Coursepack:  Lenin, Pethybridge 
11/7 Stalin (1) Lee, 23-99. 
11/9 Stalin (2) Siegelbaum, 1-74, 158-259. 
11/14 Mussolini and other Fascisms Lee, 100-151, 235-297. 
11/16 The Nazis (1) Crew, 1-218 
11/21 The Nazis (2)  Lee, 152-234. 
11/23 No Class  
11/28 The Road Back to War  
11/30 The Shoah Crew, 219-315. 
12/5 W.W.II: Blitzkrieg  
12/7 W.W.II: The Unbounded Battlefield  
12/12 W.W.II: Collaboration or Resistance? Hobsbawm, 238-340. 
12/19 
1:30 

Final Exam  



Discussion Sections 
 

Day and Time Section  
Number 

Room GSI 

Monday 2-3 010 2402 MLB Mia Lee 
Monday 4-5 005 3401 MH  Mia Lee 
Tuesday 9-10 006 2325 MH Minayo Nasiali 
Tuesday 9-10 007 2353 MH  Alicja Kusiak 
Tuesday 2-3 008 3463 MH Alicja Kusiak 
Tuesday 4-5 002 2412 MLB Alicja Kusiak 
Wednesday 4-5 009 G168 AH Mia Lee 
Thursday 9-10 003 2353 MH  Minayo Nasiali 
Thursday 4-5 004 1505 CCL Minayo Nasiali 

 
Discussion Topics 

 
WEEK TOPIC READINGS TO BE DISCUSSED 
1 Introduction  
2 Liberalism Mill, Spencer, Smiles, Green 
3 Socialism Marx 
4 Nationalism  Coursepack: Documents on Polish Nationalism  
5 Imperialism  Hochschild  
6 The Origins of WWI Herwig, 15-47, 70-89, 98-104, 125-134, 142-151.  
7 WWI Remarque OR Junger  
8 Postwar Ruins Coursepack:  Keynes 
9 Revolution Coursepack:  Lenin, Pethybridge 
11 Stalin  Siegelbaum, 1-74, 158-259. 
12 The Nazis  Crew, 1-218 
13 The Shoah Crew, 219-315 
14 WWII  
 
 

 W 4-5 Th 9-10 Th 4-5 M 2-3 M 4-5 T 9-10 T 9-10 T 2-3 T 4-5 
Introduction 9/7 9/8 9/8 9/12 9/12 9/13 9/13 9/13 9/13 
Liberalism 9/14 9/15 9/15 9/19 9/19 9/20 9/20 9/20 9/20 
Socialism 9/21 9/22 9/22 9/26 9/26 9/27 9/27 9/27 9/27 
Nationalism  9/28 9/29 9/29 10/3 10/3 10/4 10/4 10/4 10/4 
Imperialism  10/5 10/6 10/6 10/10 10/10 10/11 10/11 10/11 10/11 
The Origins of WWI 10/12 10/13 10/13 10/24 10/24 10/25 10/25 10/25 10/25 
WWI 10/19 10/20 10/20 10/31 10/31 11/1 11/1 11/1 11/1 
Postwar Ruins 10/26 10/27 10/27 11/7 11/7 11/8 11/8 11/8 11/8 
Revolution 11/2 11/3 11/3 11/14 11/14 11/15 11/15 11/15 11/15 
Stalin  11/9 11/10 11/10 11/21 11/21 11/22 11/22 11/22 11/22 
The Nazis  11/16 11/17 11/17 11/28 11/28 11/29 11/29 11/29 11/29 
The Shoah 11/30 12/1 12/1 12/5 12/5 12/6 12/6 12/6 12/6 
WWII 12/7 12/8 12/8 12/12 12/12 12/13 12/13 12/13 12/13 

 


