International Security Affairs
SPP 673, Fall 2009
Professor Robert Axelrod

Class: Fridays 3-5, 1220 Weill
Office hours: Tuesdays 2-4, 4116 Weill
This is a policy-oriented course on international security issues of the contemporary era.  The course deals with fundamental problems of security, and the ways that these problems might manifest themselves in the future.  Among the fundamental problems that will be considered are:


1. The major forces in the world today, including religion, nationalism, ethnicity, and energy dependence.

2. Selected global issues such as terrorism, changing relative powers of states, and proliferation.

3. Emerging regional issues and opportunities, especially in the Middle East and East Asia.

4. Long run trends and opportunities in the world, such as the effects of the information revolution, changing roles of nation-states, transnational movements, democratization and international organizations.

SPP 560 will be useful but is not a prerequisite. 

Office hours are Tuesdays 2-4 at 4116 Weill. The phone number is 763-0099. I can also be reached on e-mail at axe@umich.edu.  

Final grades will be calculated in the following way:


Class participation




25%


Class presentation




15%


Draft First Policy Paper (due October 9)

15%


Final First Policy Paper (due October 30)

15%
Second Policy Paper (due December 16)

30%

The policy papers should be written in the form of a memo to a specific person such as a senior staff person at the UN, a member of U.S. Congress, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense, or a counterpart in another country. The paper should state the scope of the issue, and then advocate a policy.  It should consider alternative policies and evaluate the full range of relevant considerations.  The paper will be evaluated on the basis of the sophistication and completeness of the argument.  A good idea is to imagine that the reader is well informed, but slightly skeptical about the position you are advocating.  For two examples of student policy papers, see Week 12 below.
Every student should purchase 7th edition of Joseph Nye, Jr., Understanding International Conflicts (2008: NY: HarperCollins).  Used copies of this edition are available on Amazon.com.  The other readings are available on UM Course Tools.
2. Nationalism and Religion. September 18.
Nye, Joseph, Jr., Understanding International Conflicts (NY: HarperCollins, 2008), Chapter 1. 

Huntington, Samuel, Clash of Civilizations (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996), pp. 81-101
Tilly, Charles, “Europe and the International State System,” in John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith (eds.), Nationalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994), pp. 251-54.

Eidelson, Roy and Judy I. Eidelson, “Dangerous Ideas,” American Psychologist, vol. 58, March 2003, pp. 182-92. 

Gurr, Ted Robert, “Ethnic Warfare on the Wane,” Foreign Affairs, May-June 2000; vol. 79, May 2000, pp. 52-64. 

Tamir, Yael, “The Enigma of Nationalism,” World Politics, vol. 47, April 1995, pp. 418-40. You may skim p. 420.7 - 425.2 and 428.5 - 430.5. 

Lewis, Bernard, "The Revolt of Islam,” New Yorker, Nov. 19, 2001.
Kaufman, Stuart J. Modern Hatreds: The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War. 2001. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, pages 1-47, 85-98 and 120-127.

3. Energy Dependence. September 25.

Nye, Chapter 7.

Allison, Graham, “The Impact of Globalization on National and International Security,” in Joseph S. Nye Jr. and John D. Donahue (eds.), Governance in a Globalizing World (Washington DC: Brookings, 2000), pp. 72-85.
Summers, Lawrence, “The New Wealth of Nations: Lessons from the 1990s”, Bulletin of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, vol. 53, Nov. 1999, pp. 26-35.

“Yergin: US Energy Security Lies in Diversified Supply.” Oil & Gas Journal, September 2, 2000, vol. 100, pp. 26-28. 
New York Times, “The Oil Hierarchy,” April 13, 2003. Chart.  
Deutch, John and Schlesinger, James R., 2005.  “Independent Task Force Report No. 58: National Security Consequences of U.S. Oil Dependency,” Council on Foreign Relations, 2006, pp. 3-30, 47-61.

Ahrend, Rudiger and Tompson, William, “Caspian Oil in a Global Context,” Transition Studies Review, vol. 14, no. 1, May 2007, pp. 163-187.
U.S. Department of Energy, “Annual Energy Outlook, 2009,” Excecutive Summar, pages 2-5.. Entire report is at http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/aeo/pdf/0383(2009).pdf
Zha, DJ, “China’s Energy Security: Domestic and International Issues,” Survival, 48:1,   179 – 190 (Spring 2006).

4.  Middle East.  October 2.
Tessler, Mark, A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Second Edition, 2009. Bloomington, IN:  Indiana University Press, pp. vii-xii, 1-5, 819-47, and 954-59.
Cook, Steven A. and Shibley Telhami, “Addressing the Arab-Israeli Conflict,” in Restoring the Balance, Richard N. Haass and Strobe Talbott (eds), 2008. Washington DC: Brookings Institution Press, pp. 131-158.
National Reconciliation Document, also known as the Palestinian Prisoner’s Document, June 28, 2006.

Khaled, Meshal, Interview with the Leader of Hamas, New York Times, May 5, 2009

Obama, Barak, Speech in Cairo, New York Times, June 4, 2009.

Netanyahu, Binyamin, Speech on Palestine Policy, Jerusalem Post, June 14, 2009; or Al Jazeera.net July 11, 2009.
Kershner, Isabel, “Netanyahu Backs Palestinian State, With Caveats,” New York Times, June 15, 2009. 
Mearsheimer, John J. and Stephen M. Walt, “The Israeli Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy,” Middle East Review, 2006, Vol. 13, iss. 3, pp 29-87.  Read  pp. 29-30, and 40-50.  

Chomsky, Noam, “The Israeli Lobby?” Z Net, March 28, 2006.  http://www.zmag.org/znet/viewArticle/4134
Atran, Scott, Robert Axelrod, and Richard Davis, 2007. “Sacred Barriers to Conflict Resolution,” Science, v 317, August 24, p 1039-40.  Optional: Expanded Policy Version: Atran, Scott and Robert Axelrod, 2008. “Framing Sacred Values,” Negotiation Journal, 21-45.
U.S. Army, “FM-3-24 Counterinsurgency” December 2006. Chapter 1, page 13-19. Entire report is available at http://www.fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm3-24.pdf
5. Terrorism.  October 9.

U.S. Department of State,  Country Reports on Terrorism 2008, pages 8-12, 110-11, 117-22, and annex pages 8-11. The full report is at http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/122599.pdf
9/11 Commission Report, Authorized Edition (NY: Norton, 2004), Chapter 2, “The Foundation of the New Terrorism,” pp. 47-70 and 466-71. 

Berman, Paul, “The Philosopher of Islamic Terror,” New York Times Magazine, March 23, 2003.

Juergensmeyer, Mark, Terror in the Mind of God, (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, updated edition 2001), pp. 3-15, 216-243.
Talbott, Strobe, “The Other Evil: The War on Terrorism Won’t Succeed without a War on Poverty,” Foreign Policy, Nov. /Dec. 2001, pp. 75-76. 

White House Report: Atran. Scott,  Robert Axelrod, and Richard Davis, 2007. “Terror Networks and Sacred Values,”  , Synopsis of report from Madrid,  Morocco, Hamburg, Palestine, Israel and Syria, delivered to NSC staff, White House, Wednesday, March 28, 2007 pages 1 and 6.
Allison, Graham, Nuclear Terrorism: The Ultimate Preventable Catastrophe (NY: Times Books, 2004.)  pp. 140-175. 
6. East Asia. October 16.
Cliff, Roger; Medeiros, Evan and Crane, Keith, “Keeping the Pacific: An American Response to China’s Military Might,” Rand Review, Spring 2007.
Shambaugh, David, “China’s Military Modernization: Making Steady and Surprising Progress,” in Ashley J. Tellis and Michael Wills (eds.), Strategic Asia: Military Modernization (Washington, National Bureau of Asian Research, 2005). 66-103.

Hassig, Ralph and Oh, Kongdan, “The Twin Peaks of Pyongyang,” Orbis, vol. 50, issue1, Winter 2006, pp. 5-21
U. S. Department of Defense, “Annual Report to Congress: Military Power of the People’s Republic of China 2008. Executive Summary and Chapters 1-4,  pages 1-44. http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/China_Military_Report_08.pdf
Calder, Kent, “China and Japan's Simmering Rivalry,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2006, 129-39.
Mochizuki, Mike M., 2007. “Japan’s Long Transition: The Politics of Recalibrating Grand Strategy,” in Strategic Asia, 2007-08. A.J. Tellis and Michael Wills (eds.) Seattle and Washington DC: National Bureau of Asian Research, pp. 69-111.  Read 70 and 91-111.

Kaplan, Eben, “Crisis Guide: The Korean Peninsula,” April 16, 2008 (New York: Council on Foreign Relations). Interactive web site:  http://www.cfr.org/publication/11954/
7. United States. October 23.

Nye, Chapter 6.

Ikenberry, G. John, “Liberal Internationalism 3.0: America and the Dilemma of Liberal World Order,” Perspecitives on Politics, vol. 7, March 2009, pp. 71-87.
Kissinger, Henry,  “Keynote Address at Naming Ceremony of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy,” Ann Arbor, MI. September 12, 2001.   
Payne, Rodger, “Is an Outlaw State Calling the Shots?” International Studies Perspectives, May 2001, vol. 2. 
9/11 Commission Report, Authorized Edition (NY: Norton, 2004), 339-383 and 560-565.  Skim 383-98 and 423-28.
Gates, Robert M., Speech of the Secretary of Defense on the Defense Budget, July 16, 2009.

Wilson, I, 2007, “What Weapons Do We Have and What Can They Do?” PS  July 2007, 473-8.
Brzezinski, Zbigniew, Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of American Power, 2007, (NY: Basic Books), p. 199-201.
Barnett, Thomas Barnett, 20 minute briefing on reorganizing the Department of Defense and civilian agencies involved in international affairs.  The briefing is intended to sell a simple (and not necessarily original) idea with a lot of showmanship.  Note that the first page links to a biography of the speaker.  http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/33
8. Proliferation.  October 30.
Nye, Chapters 2 and 3.
Kile, Shannon, “Nuclear Arms Control and Non-Proliferation,” SIPRI Yearbook 2009: Armaments, Disarmament and International Security, p. 387-412.
Pollack, Kenneth M., 2004. The Persian Puzzle (NY: Random House), p. 343-69.

United States. National Intelligence Council, “Iran: Nuclear Intentions and Capabilities,” November 2007. http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20071203_release.pdf
Bracken, Paul, “The Structure of the Second Nuclear Age,” Orbis, vol. 47, no. 3, Summer 2003, pp. 399-413.

Einhorn, Robert J., “Identifying Nuclear Aspirants and Their Pathways to the Bomb,” The Nonproliferation Review, vol. 13, no. 3, Nov 2006, pp. 491-499.
Jo, Dong-Joon and Gartzke, Erik, “Determinants of Nuclear Weapons Proliferation,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 51, no. 1, 2007, pp. 167-194. 
Reiss, Michael B., 2005, “Prospects for Proliferation in Asia,” in Ashley J. Tellis and Michael Wills (eds.), Strategic Asia 2005-06: Military Modernization in an Era of Uncertainty. (Seattle and Washington DC: National Bureau of Asian Research).
Rosen, Stephen P., “After Proliferation: What to Do If More States Go Nuclear,” Foreign 

Affairs, Sept/Oct 2006, 9-14.
9. WMD. November 6.

Nye, Chapter 8.
Daadler, Ivo H. et al, 2007, “Renewing the Nuclear Bargain,” in Morton H. Halperin, et al. (eds), “Power and Superpower (NY: Century Foundation), 161-75 and 338-91.
Bracken, Paul, “The Structure of the Second Nuclear Age,” Orbis, vol. 47, no. 3, Summer 2003, pp. 399-413. (Review from Week 5.)
Cirincoine, Joseph, Jon B. Wolfsthal and Miriam Rajkumar, Deadly Arsenals, Tracking Weapons of Mass Destruction (New York, Council on Foreign Relations, 2002), Chapter 1. 
Steinbruner, John D., Principles of Global Security (Washington, DC: Brookings, 2000), pp. 198-212. 

Schelling, Thomas C., Arms and Influence (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1966), pp. 35-43, 92-99, 234-39.   
O’Neill, Barry, Honor, Symbols and War (Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Press, 1999), pp. 139-58 and 296.    
10. Revolution in Military Affairs. Novermber 13.
Nye,  Chapter 5.
Rosecrance, Richard, "The Rise of the Virtual State," Foreign Affairs, July/August 1996, pp. 45-61.

Broad, William J., “North Korea’s Nuclear Intentions, Out There for All to See,” The New York Times, October 8, 2006.
Wilson, Clay, “Network Centric Operations: Background and Oversight Issues for Congress,” Washington, DC: Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, March 15, 2007. 51p. Available online at http://www.library.dau.mil/CRS_RL32411_Mar07.pdf
Broder, John H., “Climate Change Seen as a Threat to U.S. Security, New York Times, August 9, 2009.

11. Intelligence. November 20.
National Intelligence Council, National Intelligence Estimate: “The Terrorist Threat to the U.S. Homeland,” Office of the Director of National Intelligence, July 2007.Of interest: “Key Judgments,” pp. 6-7.

http://www.dni.gov/press_releases/20070717_release.pdf
Woods, Kevin, James Lacey, and Williamson Murray, “Saddam's Delusions: The View From the Inside,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2006.
Otis, Pauletta, 2003. “The Intelligence Pro and the Professor: Toward an Alchemy of Applied Arts and Sciences,” in Russell G. Swenson, ed. Bringing Intelligence About: Pacifiers Reflect on Best Practices (U.S. Joint Intelligence Defense College), pp 7-18.
Prados, John, 2007. “The Future of Covert Action,” in  Loch K.  Johnson (ed), Handbook of Intelligence Studies (London and NY: Routledge), p. 289-298. 

GlobalSecurity.Org, American K2 Airbase at Khanabad, Uzbekistan, near the Afghan border.  Click on images to see the quality of the photos publicly available.

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/centralasia/khanabad-imagery.htm
Thompson, Clive, “Open-Source Spying,” The New York Times, December 3, 2006.

Dulles, Allen, 1963. The Craft of Intelligence, (NY: Signet), pp. 68-69.
Axelrod, Robert, “Coping with Unknown Unknowns,” Chapter IV of Risk in Networked Information Systems,  Report prepared for the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Networks and Information Integration.  October 20, 2003. pp. 43-49. Full report at umich.edu/~axe/risk.pdf
Masterman, J. C., 1972, The Double Cross System   in the War of 1939-1945. (New Haven CN: Yale University Press), pp. 1-35. 
Axelrod, Robert, “The Rational Timing of Surprise, World Politics, 31 (January 1979) pp. 228-246.
Wolf, Markus, 1997. Man Without a Face: Autobiography of Communism’s Greatest Spymaster (NY: Public Affairs), pp. 97-102 and p 316-7. 
Risen, James and Eric Lichtblau, “Intelligence on China Was Forwarded to Presidents,” New York Times, April 29, 2003. An example of the complexities of relying on human agents for intelligence.
12. Collective Action. December 4.
Nye, Joseph, Jr., Chapters 4 and 9.

Soros, George, 20000.  Open Society: Reforming Global Capitalism (New York, Public Affairs), pp. 303-305.   
Stone, Dianne, 2008. “Global Public Policy, Transnational Policy Communities, and Their Networks,” The Policy Studies Journal, vol. 36, no. 1, pp 19-38.
Evans, Gareth and Mohamed Sahnoun. “The Responsibility to Protect,” Foreign Affairs. New York: Nov/Dec 2002. Vol. 81, Iss. 6; pp. 99-110. 

Rosenau, James, "Governance in the Twenty-First Century," Global Governance, vol. 1, 1995, pp. 13-43.   
Pan, Michael, “Increasing Support for UN Rapid Deployment Capabilities,” Student Report, April 10, 1998. Used with permission.
Gholston, Willacin, “UN Maintenance of International Peace and Security,” Student report, April 23, 2002.   Used with permission.
13. Long Run. December 11.
Peterson, Peter G., “Riding for a Fall,” Foreign Affairs.  September 2004, p 111-125. 

 Mandelbaum, Michael and John J. Mearsheimer, “Is Major War Obsolete,” Great Debate Series, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, NY, February 25, 1999. Note: you may skip the question period at the end. 

Goldstein, Joshua, “Feminism,” International Relations, (New York: Longman, Third Edition, 1999). pp. 115-135. 

Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, “The Use of Research in Public Policy on Violence,” Annual Report, 2005, pp. 41-42. 

Nye, Joseph, “Essay on Career Choice,” Chapter 17 in Power and the Global Information Age (NY: Routledge, 2004), pp. 217-23.

1


