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Dear Fellow Members,

July was a wonderful month for us, as far as flying and
we can only wish that August weather will be good for
flying also. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those who participated and volunteered for
the July 19" fun fly at our field.

| received a lot of encouraging comments and compli-
ments regarding our fun fly. | hope you all had fun. A
big thanks to Hank and Art for their cooking efforts,
and to Marshall Stern for bringing his DJ sound equip-
ment and his presentation. | would also like to thank
Gus for the helium tank for the balloons. | wish to see
you all at our next fun fly which will be held on August
16",

This is our speed trial competition fun fly and as you
all know this is a much anticipated event. It will be our
second annual event. You are all invited and are wel-
come to bring your
miss your chance to see all the fast planes competing.
Have a great day at the field and hope to see you all
there.

| know | will see most of you at our next club meeting
on August 3% a t 7:30 pm at Ray

attend, you have a great chance at winning a new air-
plane with our raffle and discuss all the ongoing issues
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friends

of our club. So | would like to see all of you at the
monthly meeting.

In closing, | would like to say a big thank you on behalf
of all our membership to Stanley Harrison for his gen-
erous donation to our club. Stan was kind enough to
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aonate all Bignjlaheg (12 airplameslin total an& othed o n 0

misc items) to our club. Most of them brand new in
the box that will make great raffle items and prizes for
several events to come. Indeed, | am certain we are
all going to enjoy them.

F i ellwigh.you ala@aod month and t®getio sde gou at the

meeting and flying occasionally. Please know that you
can always contact me via email if you have a con-
cern , questions or suggestions. Remember when
flying at the field;

Thank you,
YU Alex

THeAL Airplane Club
August Club Meeting
Monday, August 3, 7:30 pm
Ray Field

55495 Grand River, East of Milford Rd
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Ribcrackers July Meeting Minutes 0 July 6, 2009

With everyone present, Alex started the meeting at Sshould be allowed in the p
7:29 sharp! The June minutes were approved as tions. It was finally agreed that if you are not a pi-
published in the July Thunderbolt. Everyone lot or club member, you should not be in the pits o
agreed that Don Unsworth is continuing to do a and this is posted for everyone. That means that if
great job, and the Warbird over New Hudson pic- you are a pilot or AMA member, you should not

tures were great. Don continues to request ideas have buddies, girl friends, wives or children with

for future articles or please write an article yourself you in the pits or near the planes. People wanting

and submit it to Don for publishing. Tr e as ur eto @ysflying or looking for lessons should come on
Report (Roger) d the club is remains solvent. If you Wed. evenings to work with our Student Instruc-

want detailed information on our financial status, tors. Our club cannot and will not be liable for un-
please contact Roger Wilfong. V.P. Report (Hank) authorized persons in the pits that expose them-

0 Hank continues to be one of our treasured un- selves to potential harm. 3) It was unanimously
sung heros at keeping the field in great shape. agreed that if a safety violation is observed and ex-
Hank continues to poo-poo his contribution, but plained to the offender, that ALL the present club
wedre very lucky heds ¢ o mmiembere chusttsoppoot uhe safety wfficérsin stopr c -
cess. Sec. Report (Matt) 8 Membership continues to ping the offending act. Model of the Month:  Bill

grow and the club seems to be in great shape. Hansen brought a Curtis Goshawk that had been
New / Old Items: The next Fun-Fly will be on July started ~28 years ago by a friend of his. Bill com-

191 with Alex officiating @ it should be a doozy! pleted the build and plans to fly the plane soon.

The club wants to thank everyone who has donated This plane is white with red markings and is beau-
airplane stuff to the club and it will continue to be tiful. Bill explained that the original starter of this

used towards the clubs benefit. Student night is plane hand-made the cowl and wheel pants. The
going very well (except for the weather) and if engineisa2str ok e, but Bill doe
youdd I|Iike to help, pl e as &therogoe ndomyarkings. Nicegab Bill ct  War r e n

Wells. Alex hired a gentleman to cut our grass and
the field is in great shape & between the field roll-
ing, rain and the short grass cutting, the field has
never been better. Last month, the club purchased
a large canopy to protect club members from the dondt know when the meeti:i
harsh effects .0f the su.n and begdes Iooklrlg great pay attention.

and doing its |job, itds an example to how well t he
club can function as a c o hRespecfully sypmiged §DennisfRgbRizst f or ge't
the Speed Contest scheduled for Aug. 16 (Alex

says hedl !l have a 300+ mpSAFETY REMINDER n -
tact Combat event scheduled for Sept. 2@. Both
should be a lot of fun with tons of excitement. Dis-
cussion item: As a group, we spent a lot of time
discussing safety at the field. 1) Dennis requested
that everyone consider their own personal safety
while flying and stay behind the orange fencing.
The chances of being hit by a flying plane seem to
be much greater than a plane getting loose in the
pits and ités very diffi
while youdre flying your
month was the appropriate age and or persons that

Club Raffle: Big prize was a battery charger that
will charge ALL types of batteries and the lesser
prizes werendot tMHoecdiverbat-ei t
tery pack and a pair of micro servos. Good fun! |

A reminder from Dennis. When walking to the Porta
John, stay on the mowed path. Dennis happened to
find a gopher hole while taking a short cut through
the tall grass and found himself down on the ground.
(33ft per sec per sec). Fortunately no
serious harm came of the incident ex-
cept some pain for a few days. So
stay on the path or find a way to rid the

. : nes
area of those pesky little devils.




Deer Strike and
Plane on the Roof?

First we heard in June of Matt attacking a grazing
deer in the East field with a flying airplane, and now
Warren puts a Ralph special on the roof of Wallbridge.
| thought the flight line was North of the building and
the rule was not to fly over Grand River. Hmmmm? |
suppose the excuse is that one of the two engines quit
and while trying to recover a steady flight back to the
field the roof just happen to be there and the plane
fdeci dedo to settle down there. I f you |l ook closely, a

plane does appear.

It is one of thirteen still in existence today and
only one of six able to fly. EAA purchased the
storm damaged plane in 1973 and conducted a
twelve year restoration project to return it to the
original configuration of carrying nine passengers
with an enclosed cabin. Prior to purchase by
EAA, the Tri Motor plane was used as passenger
travel, crop dusting, fire fighting, stunt flying, the
movies, and finally back to its original intent of
passenger hauling.

So when in Oshkosh, visit the plane at the EAA
As the July membership meeting was getting under- Aviation Center. It was a great sound and sight
way with a lot of storytelling and jokes going on a beautiful club meeting night.

around we heard an incoming full scale, however it
sounded different. When the plane was spotted, it
sounded like and looked like the old Ford Tri Mo-
tor, but we werendt sure
it was!

The particular TIN GOOSE we saw was giving rides
out of the Pontiac airport. The plane, built in 1929 is
number 146 of 199 built by Ford Motor Company in
Dearborn.




