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Dear Fellow Members 

  It is a pleasure to see everyone at the field again.  I see a lot of new models out there and I 

have noticed that the models are much prettier and a lot bigger this year.  I'm sure we are all 

looking forward to a very exciting flying season now that the weather permits us to get out there 

a little more often. 

   I am also looking forward to seeing everyone at our meeting on MAY 4th at 7:30 p.m. at the 

LIVONIA SENIOR CENTER.  

   We will be having our annual field maintenance day on MAY 9th.  I am counting on everyone's 

participation and cooperation to get our field in tip top condition for our upcoming flying season. 

This will include trimming the surrounding trees and clean up. 

  Another exciting event we have coming up is our SPRING FUN FLY.  This will take place on 

MAY 17th at Ray Field.  Don't forget to invite your family and friends as there will be plenty 

of food and drinks for everyone. 

   For the last few Wednesday's everyone has put their all into making student night successful,  

even when the weather didn't agree with us.  I would like to thank everyone who participated,  

including our instructors and pit assistants.  GREAT WORK!!  Weather permitting we will be 

on schedule for our Wednesday student nights and have a chance to teach our new members 

how to have a fun and safe flying experience. 

I wish everyone a great flying season and please remember to use caution.         Alex  

  



Ribcrackers April Meeting Minutes ð April 6, 2009 

The meeting started at 7:30 pm with Hank Wojcik 

officiating.  The March minutes were approved as 

written and published in the April Thunderbolt.   

Treasurerõs Report ð the club remains solvent.  See 

Roger Wilfong for details.  And donõt forget that 

club membership dues should be in by now.  Con-

tact Matt Jerue for details. 

Editorõs Note - Don Unsworth continues to request 

ideas for the Thunderbolt, so please send him a 

note (or two) to help him out.  Donõt forget that the 

Thunderbolt will be sent to your e -mail account if 

you notify Don.  It helps to keep our expenses 

down, so please accept your Thunderbolt electroni-

cally; you can read it on-line or print yourself a 

color copy.   

V. P.õs Report ð The field is in excellent shape.  

Donõt forget we have a òSpring Clean-upó sched-

uled for May 9 th, so please show up and help.  

Hank also offered to add a few starter kits to the 

flight box, so if weõre out ð let Hank know.   

Discussion Items:   The Warbirds Over New Hud-

son is still on and is scheduled for June 6th.  All eras 

of warbirds are welcome.  Student night has begun, 

so make sure you tell your friends that want to give 

this hobby/sport a try.  If you can help on Student 

Night, please contact Warren Wells and let him 

know.  Instructors and helpers are always welcome.  

Donõt forget that safety is everyoneõs responsibility 

ð inside and outside the pits, in the air or on the 

ground ð letõs have an accident free season!  Flight 

patterns will be established by the 1st guy of the day 

to go airborne, so please pay attention and fly the 

established pattern to avoid mid -airs.   

Club Raffle:   Raffled off was an Airtronics 2.4 Ghz 

radio with 2 receivers.  Additionally, there were 

servos and a foam flyer.  Hey, the potential of win-

ning is great, so everyone should be happy with 

these great offerings.   

Models of the Month :  Leon brought in a Maxford 

òMini-Bipeó.  Blood red and powered by an Aero 

Nuts 2820 motor.  Dennis brought in a Herr òLittle 

Extraó ð cream and turquoise and powered by an 

Enya 0.09 engine.  Juan is also into glow with his 

Giles G-202 powered by a an OS61AX engine.  It 

was blue, white and yellow.  And the winner was 

Juan ð nice planes by all.   

Next Meeting :  The May meeting will be at Livonia 

Senior Center (LSC)  Since  May  is always an iffy 

month,  it was decided at the April meeting to NOT 

meet at Ray Field.  The meeting will still start at 

7:30 pm sharp.   

The meeting ended at 8:25 pm due to the final b-

ball playoffs that evening.   

Respectfully submitted ð Dennis Robbins 

 

UP COMING EVENTS    

Spring Clean Up  

On May 9 the field will get its annual clean 

up.   This year some trees on the west side 

of the field will be removed.  So sharpen up 

the chain saws, gather up your shovels, 

rakes, hand tools, trash bags, etc. and plan 

on coming out to the field for this important 

event.   If you have a branch grinder let me 

know.   Also, Art and I  just may throw some 

hotdogs on the grill.   This is a start on get-

ting the field ready and getting your work 

hours in.   

Hank Wojcik   

313-659-1677 



 

Posted on the internet, dated April 21, 2009, is a news bulletin from Australia describing a 

close encounter of an RC 40 size airplane with a Boeing 737 passenger jet operated by Vir-

gin Blue airlines.  The RC plane had a movie camera on board and clearly shows the jet 

passing in front of the plane just seconds from a collision.  Authorities are investigating the 

incident and criminal charges could be in play.    You just have to wonder what the intent of 

the RC flyer was.    Whether this incident is true or not, it is a good reminder for the justifica-

tion of our CLUB rule for using a ñspotterò and following the evading procedures when a full 

scale is in the area.  The  planes  landing at New Hudson are, for the most part, flying slower 

and lower.  Perhaps a CLUB discussion on the importance of our ñspotter ñrule is in order be-

fore the flying season gets under way in earnest.   

To read the article and view the video go to: 

http://au.news.yahoo.com/a/ -/newshome/5513244  

Close Encounter of the RC Kind 

Model of  the Month 
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