
JUNE CLUB MEETING    
 

June 7th –  7:00 PM  at  LANG FIELD 
10 Mile Road - West of Wixom Road 

 
No Speakers this month - just a Quick update on Club Biz 

 
Bring a plane and fly - before and after the meeting! 
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 Last month we had several workers clean up both fields. Although it was a small turn out, the guys did a great 

job on both fields for ALL of us to enjoy this season. Thanks for your time and effort, it has not gone unnoticed.  April 
should be our wet month, but looks like this May will be the wettest May on record.  As a result, most of us aren’t get-
ting much flying in and all this rain has made the grass grow much faster.  Be patient, Joel is doing his best to keep 
up.  When you do get to fly, you will notice new signs at the flight stations and in the pavilion. Please take a few min-
utes to review them before you go airborne.  At the last meeting, some new flight restrictions have been added (see 
insert and/or web site).  This is to insure the safety of everyone.  For the past 10 years, we’ve been spoiled with an 
almost unlimited flying area.  Now we must adapt to a smaller area.  We want to keep our beautiful flying site while 
we continue to look for another, so please be aware of where you are flying and keep with in the new boundaries.  
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 The meeting started promptly at 7:08 PM.  The April meeting minutes were approved after a semi-serious discus-
sion over the reporting of said minutes.   
Tres. Report – the club remains solvent – see Roger Wilfong for details. 
V. P. Report – the field clean-ups are scheduled for May 8th with May 15th as rain dates. 
Editor’s Report – the club was contacted by a Soaring Club (gliders) for possible interest.  Dennis offered to co-ordinate 
a trip if there was enough interest. 
Current items of interest – the club discussed the possibility of moving our flying field a several south for increased 
safety.  We also discussed other alternatives for the Lang site and then other new flying site ideas.  Warren Wells will head 
the field search committee.  The MISS field / frequency agreement has been completed and is now final.  Contact Mike 
Hegyi if you need or want details on the MISS agreement.  Safety – the Lang Field flying boundries were discussed and 
it was agreed to post new signs at Lang stating that all members should fly away from the construction sites.  Don 
Unsworth discussed his educational model airplane program at a local Detroit Charter High School and requested possible 
help with the final class meeting.  At this meeting, Don is trying to line-up slow or park flyers for demonstrations. 
Upcoming Events:  The Ribcrackers will hold their first Fun-Fly of 2004 on June 20th.  All club members are encouraged 
to participate and fly. 
Model of the Month – Joel Disbro with a beautiful Eindecker ARF, powered by an RVC-60.  This old timer (the plane, 
not Joel) should be an excellent flyer.  Runner-up (just barely missing the win) was Don Hilbert with a geared Speed 400 
powered “Kitten”. 
Roger Wilfong was our speaker of the month.  Roger covered Electric Small and/or Park flyers.  Roger explained the 
various planes and the necessary power systems.  Everyone loved the discussion and seeing Roger’s incredible variety of 
planes.  Thanks Roger! 
Respectfully submitted – Dennis Robbins 
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Page 3 THUNDERBOLT Ribcrackers Model Airplane Club 

New Flight Restrictions 
 
 Effective May 3, 2004, the acceptable area for flying while at Lang Field have been modified as 
below, with the changes shown in bold italics: 
• Never behind the flight line 
• No further East than the tree line to the East of the field 
• No further North than the road between the field and the lake 
No further West than 300 feet west of the west end of the runway (If you look to the west you will see the 
Church’s temporary cross. This is approximately 300’ west of the runway.) 
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Why have we made these changes?    While we have been concerned for some time over the sale of 
Lang Field and the church construction timing, our largest concern is now residential building. To minimize the 
possibility of complaints from the developers and the home owners, we feel it is necessary to make the 
changes. 

President’s Message - continued from Page 1 
A few reminders:  The June meeting (now through September) will be at Lang Field, rain or shine.  The field will 

be closed to flying during the meeting, but you can enjoy flying before and after.  On June 20th, Mark Heim and Dave 
Hurt will be hosting a fun fly at Lang Field.  Contact them to help out and get some work hours in, as well as taking 
part in the fun. Check the schedule for more upcoming events.  Warren Wells is chairing the committee to search for 
a new field.  This will take effort from ALL of us.  Please contact Warren (check info on web) to see how you can help 
the club.  This will count toward your work hours.  If you missed the April Meeting, you may not be aware that the 
agreement between Ribcrackers and M.I.S.S has been finalized and signed. See me if you would like to read the 
agreement.  

Let’s have a fun and safe summer.   

The Updated Thunderbolt Newsletter - A while back, a question was posed to the  
membership about whether or not they would like to read the newsletter over the Internet.  
A number of members responded positively.  Well, it now seems like the process is under 
control and we can try making the change.  What this means is that the newsletter will be 
posted on the Ribcracker website and will be there for viewing at your leisure.  You will re-
ceive a monthly notice telling you when the latest version is available.  This won’t be an all 
or nothing affair, but if you want to stop getting more paper and at the same time save the 
club some postage, then I’ll put you on the list .  To “sign-up”, send me an e-mail with your 
current e-mail address (or where you want the memo sent) and I’ll put you on the list.  You 
can send the e-mail to either drobbins@ameritech.net or editor@ribcrackers.org.  If you 
elect not to read the newsletter via the Internet, you will still receive a paper copy - your 
choice.   
Let me know .   
Thanks - Dennis 
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