
Shakespeare's Contemporaries 
 

English 366.001 / Winter 2012 
Tuesday/Thursday 10:00-11:30, 1300 CHEMISTRY 
Professor Douglas Trevor     
Office: Tisch Hall, 3056 
Office Hours: Wednesday 1:00-4:00; or by appointment 
Tel.: 764-6379 (o) 
E-mail: dtrevor@umich.edu 
Graduate Student Instructor: Amrita Dhar (amritad@umich.edu) 
 
Course Description 
It is customary—and not without merit—to consider the late sixteenth and early seventeenth 
centuries as a period in which the dramaturgy of William Shakespeare was preeminent. But 
Shakespeare was not, of course, the only playwright working in an era in which thousands of 
Londoners flocked each week to the theaters. Neither was he, for much of his career, the most 
acclaimed. No playwright in the early 1590s was more popular, or more imitated, than 
Christopher Marlowe; few playwrights in the early 1600s were more successful than Ben Jonson. 
And prior to Hamlet, no play cast more of a shadow over early modern, English dramaturgy than 
Thomas Kyd's The Spanish Tragedy. In this course, we will read a wide range of plays written by 
a number of Shakespeare's contemporaries. We will study these plays within their cultural 
context, paying particular attention to the contemporary issues with which these works engage: 
including the various court intrigues that marked this period, and the particular anxieties 
produced by monarchical rule. We will also consider carefully what these plays tell us about the 
idea of revenge, of class divisions among English society, and of the world of London itself. In 
the context of these other works, we will read Shakespeare's Hamlet in an effort to situate this 
play among others to which it is enormously indebted. 
 
Requirements 
Reading assignments are indicated below.  For any given week, the assigned play should be read 
at least once prior to the first lecture on that play. Two papers will be assigned, each between 5 
and 7 pages in length (and each worth 20% of your final grade), along with a midterm (20%) and 
a final, take-home exam (20%). The occasional quiz, consistent class attendance, and 
participation in your section's discussions, combined with additional, short assignments devised 
by your GSI, will together make up the remaining 20% of your final grade. Please remember to 
always bring your book both to lecture and to section. 
 
Attendance Policy 
A student's final grade will be severely affected by three or more "unexcused" absences. For the 
purposes of this course, an "excused" absence includes family and medical emergencies, as well 
as university-sanctioned, extracurricular activities (with appropriate documentation). 
"Unexcused" absences include everything else. Students with excellent attendance will find their 
final grades positively affected. Habitual absences—that is, more than three unexcused absences, 
either from lecture or one's section— may result in a failing grade for the course. The paper 
assignments and the final exam will be closely tied to the lectures and will not be able to be 
successfully completed without consistent attendance in class. Likewise, your attendance in 
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section will enable you to articulate your own ideas in an active, rather than a passive, fashion. 
Attendance will be taken at each lecture, as well as in sections. If you are aware of impending 
events in your own life that will make consistent attendance difficult, please reconsider enrolling 
in this course. 
 
Points of Courtesy 
It is inappropriate and distracting to your fellow students to walk in and out of lecture or section, 
to arrive late, to carry on conversations, or to neglect to turn off your cell phone. Improper use of 
a laptop computer, for example checking your e-mail during lecture, will not be tolerated. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating 
You are expected to be honest and honorable in your fulfillment of assignments and in test-
taking situations. Plagiarism and cheating are serious forms of academic misconduct. A 
definition of plagiarism, along with some examples, can be viewed on the Department of 
English's web page (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/english/undergraduate/). If a student is caught 
plagiarizing or cheating, the Department's usual policy—which I follow—is to fail the student 
for the assignment and the course. The case is then forwarded to the Dean of Student Affairs, and 
the student is placed on academic probation. To avoid such entanglements, be sure to footnote 
any idea that is not your own and indicate clearly when you are quoting from a text. 
 
Books (Available for purchase at Michigan Book and Supply, 317 South State Street): 

•   English Renaissance Drama: A Norton Anthology, eds. Bevington, Engle, Maus, and 
Rasmussen (Norton) 

•   William Shakespeare, Hamlet, ed. Braunmuller (Pelican) 
 
Syllabus 
 
1/5 No Class. Please skim the "General Introduction" to our textbook, pp. xiii-lvii. 
 
1/10 Course Overview; Thomas Kyd, The Spanish Tragedy 
 
1/12  The Spanish Tragedy 
 
1/17-1/19 Christopher Marlowe, Tamburlaine the Great, Part I 
 
1/24-1/26 Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 
 
1/31-2/2 Thomas Dekker, The Shoemaker's Holiday 
 
2/3  First Paper (5-7 pages) Due at the beginning of section 
 
2/7-2/9  John Marston, The Malcontent 
 
2/14-2/16 Ben Jonson, Epicene 
 
2/21-2/23 Jonson, The Alchemist 
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2/28-3/1 No Class 
 
3/6-3/8  Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher, The Maid's Tragedy  
 
3/9  Midterm Exam in Section 
 
3/13-3/15 William Shakespeare, Hamlet 
 
3/20-3/22 Hamlet  
 
3/27-3/29 Thomas Middleton (?), The Revenger's Tragedy 
 
3/30  Second Paper (5-7 pages) Due at the beginning of section 
 
4/3-4/5  Thomas Middleton and Thomas Dekker, The Roaring Girl 
 
4/10-4/12 John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi 
 
4/17  Take Home Final Exam Distributed 
 
4/25  Take-Home Exam due by noon 


