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Universal access is an aspect of 
Universal Design that is focused on 
providing quality recreational opportunities 
for people with disabilities.  It is one of the 
key initiatives identified in the DNR 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP).  Generally, 
Universal Design is an approach to the 
design of all products and environments to 
be as usable as possible by as many 
people as possible regardless of age, 
ability, or situation.  As such, as defined in 
the SCORP, universal access to outdoor 
recreation is an approach to create 
environments that are usable by all people 
of all abilities, to the greatest extent 
possible, by enabling independent use and 
ensuring full inclusive participation in all 
aspects of the outdoor recreation 
experience.  In other words, providing 
universal access means going beyond the 
minimal legal requirements of existing 
federal and state laws and regulations to 
create environments in which there is no 
separation or stigmatization of people with 
differing abilities. 
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Built in 1889, remnants of the original bridge foundation for the Chicago & West 
Michigan Railroad can be found east of the High Bridge boat launch south of Brethren. 


