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Freshwater fishing is one of the top 30 sports in the nation, with a growth of about 3.1% 
in participation between 2005 and 2006. 
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Figure 11:  Disability status of the population over the age of 5.  (Data: 2000 Census.) 

Population
Disability Status 

(population 5 
years and over)

Percent of 
Community 
Population

Percent of County 
Disbaled 

Population

Arcadia Township 621 118 19.7% 2.5%

Bear Lake Township 1,269 220 15.1% 3.3%

Brown Township 712 166 23.4% 3.5%

Cleon Township 700 175 20.3% 2.7%

Dickson Township 929 251 29.6% 5.3%

Filer Charter Township 2,208 480 22.5% 10.1%

Manistee Township 3,323 520 19.0% 8.6%

Maple Grove Township 776 256 21.1% 3.6%

Marilla Township 362 78 22.8% 1.6%

Norman Township 1,676 464 29.5% 9.7%

Onekama Township 867 278 18.9% 3.0%

Pleasanton Township 817 189 24.1% 4.0%

Springdale Township 730 137 20.8% 2.9%

Stronach Township 804 148 19.5% 3.1%

Village of Bear Lake 318 61 19.6% 1.3%

Village of Copemish 232 47 20.4% 1.0%

Village of East Lake 441 110 26.3% 2.3%

Village of Kaleva 509 84 17.0% 1.8%

Village of Onekama 647 134 21.8% 2.8%

Manistee City 6,586 1,282 20.9% 26.9%

Manistee County 24,527 4,762 19.4% 100%
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According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in a report called 2006 National 
Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-
Associated Recreation: State Overview that 
was recently released: 
 

� In Michigan, fishing ranked highest for 
total expenditures, at $1.6 billion.  
Other activities included hunting ($0.9 
billion) and wildlife watching ($1.5 
billion). 

 

� Among the 50 states, Michigan ranks 
fifth in terms of the total number of in-
state anglers, with 1.4 million.  At the 
top are Florida, Texas, California, and 
Minnesota. 

 

� Over one-third of Michigan residents 
are considered “wildlife watchers” 
(38%). 

 

For Manistee County, with its 25 miles of 
Lake Michigan shoreline, 9 inland lakes over 
50 acres in size, and 276 miles of rivers and 
streams, these findings highlight the 
importance of recreation and associated 
activities to the development of the county. 
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