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Chart 3: Number of Commercial Lodging Establishments, 2000 

Source: Michigan State University Extension. Manistee County Tourism Profile. 2001. 

Chart 4: Number of Guest Rooms in Commercial Lodging Establishments, 2000 

EnVision Manistee County Fact Book 
 
~Natural Environment & Recreation 

Commercial Lodging 

• Many of Manistee County’s visitors choose to stay in some type of commercial lodging estab-
lishment. 

 
• Much like other counties in Northern Lower Michigan, Manistee County sees the majority of 

its commercial lodging stays in the summer months, with the most significant activity occur-
ring in July and August. 
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• Varying from roadside parks to national forests, there are a number of public parks and 
lands in Manistee County, including: 

 
              1st Street Beach—Manistee. 
 
              Arboretum—Wellston. 
 
              Arcadia Beach—Lake Michigan, Arcadia.  
 
              Bar Lake Outlet—Bar Lake. 
 
              Brethren Village Park—Brethren. 
 
              Cooly Bridge—Norman Township. 
 
              Copemish Village Park—Copemish. 
 
              Crystal Lake Beach—Wellston. 
 
              Dickson Township Park—Dickson Township. 
 
              Dorner Lake—Wellston. 
 
              Douglas Park/First Street Beach—Lake Michigan, Manistee.  
 
              Duffy Park—Manistee. 
 
              Eastlake Village Park—Eastlake. 
 
              Fifth Avenue Beach—Lake Michigan, Manistee.  
 
              Hopkins Park—Bear Lake. 
 
              Magoon Creek Beach—Lake Michigan, Manistee.  
 
              Manistee National Forest 
 
              Manistee River State Park 
 
              Maple Grove Park—Kaleva. 
 
              Orchard Beach State Park—Lake Michigan, Manistee.  
 
              Pere Marquette State Forest. 
 
              Pierport Beach—Lake Michigan, Onekama.  
 
              Portage Point—Lake Michigan, Onekama. 
 
              Pleasanton Township Park— Pleasanton. 
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• Campers represent a significant share of Michigan’s overall pleasure travel market (10%).  
Manistee County is ranked 6th in regards to the market share of the most frequently visited 
counties by campers to Michigan. 

 
• Camping parties are larger (4.3 vs. 3.7 persons), are younger (33.4 vs. 37.7 years old), far 

more likely to contain children (64.9% vs. 50.7%), and come from households with incomes 
of less than $50,000 (59.6% vs. 49%) than non-camper pleasure travelers. 

 
• Campers spend less per trip on average than do non-campers ($401 vs. $559); however, 

when lodging expenditures are factored out, both groups spend the same amount ($268) per 
trip on non-lodging purchases. 
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Chart 5: Number of Campgrounds, 2000 

Source: Michigan State University Extension. Manistee County Tourism Profile. 2001. 

Chart 6: Number of Campsites, 2000 
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Fishing & Boating 
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• Manistee County is known for its abundance of fishing and boating opportunities throughout 
the County. 

 
• In 2004, it was estimated that 1,352 fishing charters took place resulting in direct expendi-

tures of almost 1 million dollars.  Each charter is estimated to $713.75 per charter. 
 
• More data is needed to fully understand the entire impact sportfishers have on Manistee 

County. 

Map 9: Trout Locations 
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• There are 9 inland lakes in Manistee county with an area greater than 50 acres in size. 
 
• There are 8,248 acres of natural or artificial lakes and ponds in Manistee County.  Some of 

those lakes include: 
 
             Arcadia Lake (Deep water port)—Location: M-22 in Arcadia.  Fish include: Northern 
             Pike, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass, Brown Trout     in spring and fall, and spring 
             run of Steelhead. 
 
             Bar Lake—Location: East side of Lakeshore Drive (M-110). Fish include: Northern 
             Pike, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass.  
 
             Bear Lake—Location: U.S. 31 in Bear Lake. Fish include: panfish, Walleye Pike, 
             Northern Pike, Largemouth and  Smallmouth Bass.  
 
             Canfield Lake—Location: Maple Road 2.5 miles south of Manistee, access on Can-
             field Road on left side. Fish include: panfish, Largemouth Bass and Northern Pike.  
 
             Crystal Lake—Location: From M-55 in downtown Wellston take Seaman Road south 
             less than 1 mile, lake on west side of Seaman Road (no motor boats are allowed). 
 
             Dorner (Long Lake)—Location: From M-55 east of Wellston take S. Snyder Road south 
             1.5 miles, lake on west side of S. Snyder. Fish include: panfish and Largemouth Bass.  
 
             Eleanor Lake—Location: From High Bridge Road in downtown Brethren, travel east on 
             Coates Hwy., lake on left hand side less than .5 miles. Fish include: Largemouth and 
             Smallmouth Bass and panfish (no motorboats allowed).  
 
             Healy Lake—Location: From Bear Lake take 13 Mile Road east to Healy Lake Road to 
             Plagany Rd., turn right to next gravel road and follow signs to campgrounds. Fish in-
             clude: panfish, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass.  
 
             Lemon Lake—Location: From Kaleva take Healy Lake Road three miles north to Potter 
             Road, go east on Potter Road 2 miles to Niemi Rd. Go south on Niemi Road less than .5 
             mi. to Thompsonville Rd. about 2 miles to Lemon Lake. Fish include: Panfish, Large-
             mouth and Smallmouth Bass.  
 
             Manistee Lake (Deep water port)—Location: City of Manistee. Fish include: panfish, 
             Northern Pike, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass, Walleye Pike, Muskellunge, 
             Salmon in the fall, Steelhead in the fall and spring.  

 
 
 

Selected Inland Lakes 
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             Pine Lake—Location: From the west, take M-55 east 17 miles from its junction with  
             U.S. 31 in Manistee, then right at Wellston on Bosschem Rd. for 1.1 miles, then right on 
             Pine Lake Rd. 2.6 miles to the campground. Fish include: panfish, Cisco, Brown Trout 
             and Largemouth Bass.  
 
             Portage Lake—Location: Off M-22 in Onekama. Deep water access to Lake Michigan. 
             Fish include: panfish, Perch, Northern Pike, Walleye Pike, Smallmouth and Largemouth 
             Bass, fall run of salmon, Brown Trout and Steelhead in winter and spring.  
 
             Round (Chittenden) Lake—Location: From M-55 in Wellston take S. Baker Rd. south 
             less than .5 miles to first dirt road on left - take road less than .5 mi. to Round 
             (Chittenden) Lake. Fish include: Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass, Bluegill and Perch. 
 
             Sand Lake—Location: From M-55 in Wellston follow Seaman Rd. 4.5 miles south 
             through Dublin to entrance road, right on Forest Service Rd. 5728 to the campground. 
             Fish include: panfish, Largemouth Bass, Rainbow and Brown Trout. (Only boats that 
             can be hand carried for launching are allowed).  
 
             Timmerman Lake—Location: From M-55 west of Wellston travel south on East Udell 
             Hills Rd. 2 miles to a dirt road on east side of road, it then dead ends into the lake. Fish 
             include: panfish, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass.  
 
             Tippy Dam Backwaters—Location: High Bridge Road to downtown Brethren travel 
             east on Coates Hwy. 3.5 miles to Dilling Rd., travel south on Dilling Rd. until it dead 
             ends into Tippy Dam, launch site is on the left. From Wellston go north on M-55 on 
             Snyder  Rd. to Robinson Road. Take Robinson Road to its east end. There is another 
             launch at Red Bridge on Coates Hwy. 7.5 miles east of Brethren. Fish include: Northern 
             Pike, Muskellunge, Walleye Pike, Rainbow and Brown Trout, Largemouth and Small-
             mouth Bass, and panfish.  

Selected Inland Lakes cont. 
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• It is estimated that there are 276 miles of rivers and streams in Manistee County. 
 
• There are 45 miles of state or federal wild/scenic/natural rivers in Manistee County. 
 
• Manistee County is well-known for the “Big” Manistee River, which is most famous for its 

salmon and steelhead fishing, but its scenery also draws thousands of people there every 
year, too.   

 
• In Manistee County, the Manistee River begins at Hodenphyl Dam in Marilla Township and 

exits to Manistee Lake in the City of Manistee.  The majority of the Manistee River is sur-
rounded by the Manistee National Forest.   

 
• Other rivers in Manistee County, offering a variety of gamefish and boating opportunities, 

include: 
 
Betsie River—Location: Thompsonville Rd. (east) to Moore Rd. (west) to Springdale 
Rd. (south), Springdale Township. The Betsie River Fish include: Salmon, Steelhead, 
Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout.   
 
Little Manistee River—Location: Campbell Rd. (east) to Stronach Rd. (west), Stronach 
Township. The Little Manistee is a low-gradient river well-known for its scenery and is 
wadeable throughout its length.  Fish include: Salmon, Steelhead, Brown Trout, Rain-
bow Trout.   
 
Pine River—Location: County #1 Rd. (east) to M-55 (west), Norman Township.  The 
Pine River is a high-gradient stream dropping an average 10 feet per mile while flowing 
through Osceola, Lake, Wexford, and Manistee Counties before emptying into the 
Tippy Dam backwaters of the Manistee River.  The Pine River traverses a variety of wa-
ter conditions, having many sharp bends, short choppy riffles, and passable log and de-
bris jams. The Pine also has a section with class 2 white water rapids.  Fish include: 
Brook, Brown, and Rainbow Trout. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Selected Rivers 
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• In 1992, it was estimated that there existed 82 miles of hiking, skiing, and biking trails in 
Manistee County. 

 
• There are several trail systems in Manistee County that allow a variety of uses, some of 

these trail systems include: 
 
             Arboretum Trail—Bosschem and Pine Lake roads, Wellston.  
 
             Big M Cross-Country Ski/Mountain Bike Trails—30 kilometers of trails, 27 miles of 
             single-track mountain bike trails. East Udell Hills Road, 4 miles south of M-55,  
             Manistee National Forest.   
 
             Lake Bluff Audubon Center—70 acres of meadows, Lake Michigan beach and  
             arboretum. Hiking only. Manistee.  
 
             Manistee River Trail—10 miles, Manistee National Forest.  
 
             North Country National Scenic Trail—Manistee River ridge, off M-55 in Udell or in 
             Marilla from Beers Road.  
 
             Orchard Beach State Park—2 miles north of Manistee on M-110.  
 
             Marzinski Horse Trail—20-mile trail, two trailheads, one campground. Between Wells-
             ton and Manistee, Manistee National Forest.  



 



 



 



 




