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a prototypical outline of a research proposal
In your proposal you may select a different ordering of topics, but you should be sure to include all the points listed.  

1.
project summary/abstract  [keep it short]

2.
Research Topic:

a.
Research question


b.
context of research (literature review) including theoretical and policy 
importance  [i.e., what previous work has been done, and how your work fills a 
theoretical and/or empirical gap.]


c.
research hypotheses

3.
Research Methodology  [be specific and clear]

a.
model  [you could include a causal diagram]


b.
variables, unit of analysis, measurement


c.
data and sources (if primary data, describe how it will be collected);  plus 
population and sample, time period of data, etc.


d.
type of data analysis to be used


e.
the aim of each data analysis step

4.
Expected Results and Final Product  [e.g., an article, a dissertation, a report, a book]
5.
Work Plan  [this could be integrated into the methodology section]

6.
Budget 

7.
Bibliography

Remember the functions of the research plan:

1.
to serve as a personal guide to your research

2.
to justify the worthiness of your research (conceptual innovation, methodological rigor, and rich, substantive content) to your thesis committee or funding agency.

3.
to be a clear guide that others could easily follow were they to undertake your research.

...as well as the three questions the proposal reader will ask:

1.
What are we going to learn from the research that we don't already know?

2.
Why is it worth knowing?

3.
How will we know that the conclusions are valid?

In addition, the process  of writing the proposal should itself should help you clarify your research agenda.  Remember that the proposal's style will be different than that of the eventual research report.   
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