
The Ottoman Empire and Early Modern Europe

Despite the fact that its capital city and over one third of its territory
were within the continent of Europe, the Ottoman Empire has consis-
tently been regarded as a place apart, inextricably divided from theWest
by differences of culture and religion. A perception of its militarism, its
barbarism, its tyranny, the sexual appetites of its rulers, and its perva-
sive exoticism has led historians to measure the Ottoman world against
a western standard and find it lacking. In recent decades, a dynamic
and convincing scholarship has emerged that seeks to comprehend and,
in the process, to de-exoticize this enduring realm. Daniel Goffman
provides a thorough introduction to the history and institutions of the
Ottoman Empire from this new standpoint, and presents a claim for its
inclusion in Europe. His lucid and engaging book – an important addi-
tion to New Approaches to European History – will be essential reading
for undergraduates.
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Series editors
W B Emory University
T. C. W. B Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a
level and length accessible to advanced school students and
undergraduates, each book in the series addresses topics or themes
that students of European history encounter daily: the series embraces
both some of the more “traditional” subjects of study, and those
cultural and social issues to which increasing numbers of school and
college courses are devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the
wider international implications of the subject under scrutiny.
To aid the student reader scholarly apparatus and annotation is

light, but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes
for further reading: where appropriate chronologies, maps, diagrams
and other illustrative material are also provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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Tableau général de l’Empire othoman, divisé en deux
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Preface

The writing of Ottoman history has changed dramatically, for the better
I believe, in the past few decades. In part, a widening access to Ottoman
sourcematerials in Istanbul, Ankara, Jerusalem, Cairo, and elsewhere has
supplemented and in some cases supplanted the Ottoman chronicles and
western European correspondences and observations that previously had
constituted the documentary backbone of our knowledge of the empire.
Increasing reliance upon the views of the Ottomans about themselves in
place of often hostile outside observers has allowed us to better imagine
an Ottoman world from the inside. In addition, a growing appreciation
for non-European societies and civilizations and the generation of new
historical and literary analytical techniques have helped us take advantage
of this plethora of documentation, while enlivening and making more
sophisticated the historiography of the early modern Ottoman world.
One goal ofTheOttoman Empire and early modern Europe is to helpmove

some of these innovative and stimulating approaches toward Ottoman
history out of monographic and article form and make them accessible
to a general and student audience. The result may seem a hybrid be-
tween the new and the old, for developments within the field have been
uneven, many gaps remain in our knowledge, and some of our interpreta-
tions still are speculative or rest on publications and approaches that are
terribly outdated. For example, whereas recent studies provide thought-
provoking insight into elite Ottoman households, our knowledge of gen-
der relations outside of the privileged order remains thin. Similarly, we
know much more about urban societies and economies in the Ottoman
world than we do about their rural counterparts. This volume cannot help
but reflect such strengths and weaknesses within the field of Ottoman
studies. Indeed, I hope that a sense of these irregularities will help stim-
ulate readers to explore our many empty historical spaces.
Perhaps unavoidably, this work also echoes its author’s own attrac-

tion to certain aspects of Ottoman history, such as the rich and multi-
layered world of the early modern eastern Mediterranean or the similar-
ities and differences between western European and Ottoman treatment

xiii
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xiv Preface

of religious minorities. Consequently, in the following pages the reader
will find more on the Venetians than on the Austrians or Hungarians,
and more on social organization than on diplomacy. Threaded through
these topics and emphases, however, is a core belief that the early modern
Ottoman Empire constituted an integral component of Europe, and that
neither the Ottoman polity nor Europe makes a lot of sense without the
other.

The Ottoman Empire and early modern Europe adopts a two-pronged ap-
proach toward investigating the dealings between the Ottoman Empire
and the rest of Europe. The body of the text is broadly chronological, ex-
amining Ottoman political, religious, societal, diplomatic, and economic
concerns, particularly in that empire’s dealings with the balance of the
European landmass. Since a principal intent is to look at Europe from
the Ottoman perspective – an approach which demands some knowledge
of the Ottoman world – Part One of the text gives considerable weight
to Ottoman organizations and peoples. Part Two of the narrative then
focuses on how such institutions and the personalities they produced
co-existed with and influenced the Mediterranean and European worlds.
Within this structure the book offers examinations of particular topics –
such as the construction of an Ottoman imagined past, the Ottoman–
Venetian conflicts, and the development and composition of commerce,
diplomacy, the sultanate, the janissary corps, and other Ottoman pursuits
and institutions. By this means the text undertakes to integrate much of
the fresh and enterprising historiography of recent years into a broad
examination of Ottoman events and issues.
Prefacing each chapter of this master narrative is one in a series of

“vignettes” that venture to address a troubling quandary in Ottoman
historiography. Although pre-modern Ottoman studies is blessed with a
profusion of chronicles and administrative sources, it seems to me that
a paucity of diaries, memoirs, letters, and similar writings has served
to dampen scholarship in this potentially tantalizing discipline. In other
words, despite the celebrated poetry of devotion that so displays the char-
acters of Süleyman and his wife Hürrem, Evliya Çelebi’s revealing com-
ments about his patronMelekAhmedPasha and hiswives, and a fewother
scattered revelatory tidbits,1 there is an acute shortage of personality –
which after all constitutes the sinew of historical narrative – in our sources
on the early modern Ottoman world.

1 See, on Süleyman andHürrem, Leslie P. Peirce,The imperial harem:Women and sovereignty
in the Ottoman empire (Oxford, 1993); and, on Melek Ahmed Pasha, Evliya Çelebi, The
intimate life of an Ottoman statesman: Melek Ahmed Pasha (1588–1661), intro. and trans.
Robert Dankoff, historical commentary Rhoads Murphey (Albany, 1991).
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Preface xv

These vignettes aim to follow the lead of historians and writers in other
fields2 to flesh out and personalize the historical record. My intent is not
to concoct fables, but to conjecture on the basis of available information
how a particular individual in a certain situation might have behaved, in
order to recreate as realistically as possible the movements, associations,
and dispositions of a person who was physically and culturally embedded
in Ottoman civilization. Relatively extensive notes help mark the line
where documented knowledge ends and supposition begins. It is hoped
that the reader will gain from this method a richer and more empathetic
understanding of an Ottoman world that many Westerners, inaccurately
I believe, consider alien, profane, unknowable, and inconsequential. In
turn, one purpose of the master narrative is to describe and explain the
world in which Kubad Çavuş, the subject of the pseudo-biographical
vignettes, lived.

2 I have in mind such works as Maxime Hong Kingston, The woman warrior (New York,
1976); JonathanD. Spence,The death of womanWang (NewYork, 1978); Robert Darnton,
TheGreat CatMassacre and other episodes in French cultural history (NewYork, 1984); Simon
Schama,Dead certainties (unwarranted speculations) (NewYork, 1992); andAmitavGhosh,
In an antique land: history in the guise of a traveler’s tale (New York, 1992). The idea for
the vignettes offered here also owes much to Selim Deringil, The well protected domains:
ideology and the legitimation of power in the Ottoman Empire, 1876–1909 (London, 1998);
and Edhem Eldem, “Istanbul: from imperial to peripheral capital,” in The Ottoman city
between East and West: Aleppo, Izmir, and Istanbul ed. Edhem Eldem, Daniel Goffman,
and Bruce Masters (Cambridge, 1999), pp. 135–207.
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Note on usage

There are many transliteration schemes for Arabic-script terms. In this
text, I have kept such words to the minimum. Nevertheless, in those cases
when they have seemed unavoidable, I have adopted modern Turkish
orthography (except for words that have found their way into the English
language, such as kadi or pasha). Several simple rules will allow the reader
to pronounce these words with some accuracy:

c sounds like the English j
ç sounds like the English ch
ğ is silent but lengthens any preceding vowel
ı sounds like the a in serial
j sounds like the French j
ö sounds like the French eu in peu
ş sounds like the English sh
ü sounds like the French u in lune

Vocalization that stresses no syllable generally is the most faithful.
Ottoman terms are contextually defined in the glossary and can be found
with their Ottoman Turkish spellings in The new Redhouse Turkish–English
dictionary (Istanbul, 1968).
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1617 Death of Ahmed I and first accession of Mustafa I
1618 Deposition of Mustafa I and accession of Osman II
1622 Assassination of Osman II and second accession of

Mustafa I
1623 Death of Mustafa I and accession of Murad IV
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xxii Chronological table of events

1624–39 War with Persia; Persians take Baghdad
1634 Ottomans retake Baghdad
1640 Death of Murad IV and accession of İbrahim
1645–69 Ottoman–Venetian war over Crete
1648 Assassination of İbrahim and accession of Mehmed IV
1656 Köprülü Mehmed Pasha appointed grand vizier
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The Ottoman House through 1687
(dates are regnant)

Osman (c. 1299–1324)
|

Orhan (c. 1324–62)
|

Murad I (1362–89)
|

Bayezid I (1389–1402)
|

Ottoman Civil War (1402–13)
|

Mehmed I (1413–20)
|

Murad II (1420–44, 1446–51)
|

Mehmed II (1444–46, 1451–81)
|

Bayezid II (1481–1512)
|

Selim I (1512–20)
|

Süleyman I (1520–66)
|

Selim II (1566–74)
|

Murad III (1574–95)
|

Mehmed III (1595–1603)
|

Ahmed I (1603–17)————-Mustafa I (1617–18, 1622–23)
|

Osman II (1618–22)————Murad IV (1623–40)—————İbrahim (1640–48)
|

Mehmed IV (1648–87)

xxiii
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