
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Military Forces 
(have the right to vote 
but not to candidate) 

Central Committee (CC) 
(21 members, 18 elected by the General 

Congress, 3 appointed by CC members by a 
two-thirds majority) 

• Chaired by the Commander of Chief of the 
military forces until Arafats’ death, after which 
the CC elected Faruq Qaddoumi as new head 

• Collectively in charge of all the movement 
activities 

• Executive instrument of the General Congress 
• Chooses a secretary and two deputies from 

among its members  
• Names Fateh members in the Palestinian 

National Council 

Revolutionary Council (RC) 
(130 members, only 14 from inside the OPT)
• Supreme authority between sessions of 

the Congress 
• Votes for a Secretariat (a secretary and 

two deputies) 
• Quorum = two thirds of the members 
• Nominate an unspecified number of other 

members to represent the OPT in the CC 

General Congress 
(1,200-1,400 members) 

 

• Supreme Authority of the movement 
• Is to meet every five years but has not met 

since 1989 
• Members include representatives of Regional 

Congresses, from the Military Organizations, 
and from Mass Organizations, partly to be 
endorsed by the CC 

elects 18 
members 

elects 50 members

General Council
(250 members) 

convenes on decision of CC and 
approval of RC 

does de facto not function 
(never convened a meeting!) 

nominates 5 
members from 

the OPT 

West Bank/Jerusalem Committee: 
Head: Faisal Husseini (deceased) 

Deputy: Marwan Barghouthi

elects

Regional Committees
12 West Bank, 4 Gaza 

with a Sec.-Gen. for each 

14 members  

members 

appoints 
Responsible for the OPT

(until 1973: Kamal Adwan; 
1973-1988: Khalil Al-Wazir; 
1988-1991: Hayel Fahoum; 

until 1994: Abbas Zaki acting deputy 
until PA establishment;  

present: Mohammed Ghneim and 
Deputy Hani Al-Hassan) 

Higher Committee
 (Harakiyeh Ulia) 

• 50 members  
• in charge of OPT affairs  

ap
po

in
te

d 
in

 1
99

3 

Gaza Committee:
Head: Zakaria Al-Agha

formed 

- CC nominees must be Fateh members for at least 15 yrs. and have 
served as secretary of a regional committee or an equivalent function.  

- Vacancies within the CC must be filled with RC members by a two-
thirds vote. 

- RC nominees must have been members of district committees or 
equivalent institutions for at least 10 yrs. 


